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our media literacy - ةيملاعلااانتيبرت

A media literacy of the oppressed
essentially an emancipatory media literacy

نيدهَطضملل ةيملاعإ ةيبرت
ةيررحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت يأ
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Oppressed vs Oppressor

دھَطضملا دھِطضملا

داھطضلاا ةموظنم ةیمرھ
اھتایوھ عطاقتو

Hierarchal nature of 
oppression & intersectionality 

of identities

دھَِطضملا
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our intersectional identities in the current 
oppressive world order impose on us 

elements of both oppressed and oppressor

يلاحلا يعمقلا يملاعلا ماظنلا يف ةیعطاقتلا انتایوھ نإ
دحاو نآ يفدھَطضملاو دھِطضملاراودأ انیلع ضرفت

Oppressed vs Oppressor                دھَطضملاو دھِطضملا
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Almost all of us are simultaneously 
survivors/victims and vassals of oppression

 ایاحض/نیجان اًبیرقت اًعیمج اننإ
تقولا سفن يف داھطضا تاودأو داھطضلاا نم

Oppressed vs Oppressor                دھَطضملاو دھِطضملا

uber 
oppressor

subaltern
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Conditions of Oppression              داهطضلاا فورظ

exploitation, marginalization, powerlessness, 
violence, cultural imperialism

Iris Young (2009)

ةيفاقثلا ةيلايربملإا ،فنعلا ،زجعلا ،شيمهتلا ،للاغتسلاا
غنايسيريا
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exploitation, marginalization, powerlessness, violence, cultural imperialism
ةيفاقثلا ةيلايربملإا ،فنعلا ،زجعلا ،شيمهتلا ،للاغتسلاا

These conditions deal with the “often unconscious assumptions 
and reactions of well-meaning people ... , media and cultural 
stereotypes, and structural features of ...  market mechanisms—
in short, the normal processes of everyday life” 

Iris Young (2009)

 نايحلأا نم ريثك يفةيعاولالا لاعفلأا دودرو تاضارتفلاا" عم فورظلا هذه لماعتت
- قوسلا تايلآو ةيطمنلا روصلاو ،ةيداعلا تلاعافتلا يف ةنسحلااياونلا يوذ صاخشلأل
."ةيمويلا ةايحلل ةيعيبطلا تايلمعلا ،راصتخاب

Conditions of Oppression              داهطضلاا فورظ
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exploitation, marginalization, powerlessness, violence, cultural imperialism
+ wretchedness 

ةيفاقثلا ةيلايربملإا ،فنعلا ،زجعلا ،شيمهتلا ،للاغتسلاا

سؤبلا +

Conditions of Oppression              داهطضلاا فورظ
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+wretchedness 
سؤبلا +

Wretchedness: the condition of many post-colonial nations of the Global 
South… who continue to suffer from colonial legacies: imperialism, 
apartheid, occupation, segregation, military intervention, economic 
sanctions, Western hegemony, war, ethnic cleansing, genocide... 

Melki (2025)

 ثرلإا نم يناعت لازت لا يتلا ...يملاعلا بونجلا يف رامعتسلاا دعب ام ممأ نم دیدعلا ةلاح :سؤبلا
 لخدتلاو ،يرصنعلا زییمتلاو ،للاتحلااو ،يرصنعلا لصفلاو ،ةیلایربملإا كلذ يف امب ،يرامعتسلاا
.ةیبورولأا/ةیبرغلا ةیفاقثلا ةنمیھلاو ،ةیداصتقلاا تابوقعلاو ،يركسعلا

Conditions of Oppression              داهطضلاا فورظ
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Conditions of Oppression              داهطضلاا فورظ

داھطضلاا فورظ عطاقت
intersectional conditions of 

oppression
exploitation, marginalization, powerlessness, violence,

cultural imperialism, wretchedness
سؤبلا ،ةیفاقثلا ةیلایربملإا ،فنعلا ،زجعلا ،شیمھتلا ،للاغتسلاا

uber 
oppressor

subaltern
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our media literacy - ةيملاعلااانتيبرت

An emancipatory media literacy that changes conditions of oppression
An intersectional feminist, critical anti-racist, anti-sectarian, anti-
colonialist (anti-Zionist) and transgressive media literacy pedagogy.

داهطضلاا فورظ ريّغت ةيررّحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت

ةضھانميأ(ةیرصنعللةضھانمةیدقن،)ءاسنللطقفسیلوعمتجملالكةضھنليأ(ةیعطاقتةیوسنةكرحيھ
.)ةیعافدطقفتسیلوةیرییغتيأ(ةیموجھةیملاعإةیبرت،)+ةینویھصللةضھانميأ(رامعتسلالةضھانم،)+ةیفئاطلل
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Emancipatory media literacy - ةيررّحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت

Emancipatory 
media 

literacy

Historicize and unveil 
oppression structures

داھطضلاا فورظ فشكو خیرأتلا

Resist and engage in 
collective praxis

يعمتجملا طاشنلاو ةمواقملا

Educate and research to 
transgress

يّدعتملا ثحبلاو میلعتلا

Dialogically develop critical 
and emotive consciousness

يسحلاو يدقنلا نادجولل يراوحلا ریوطتلا

12



5/13/25

4

Emancipatory media literacy - ةيررّحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت

Instead of getting lost in decontextualized micro analyses of mediated phenomena, it 
situates oppression within a real historical—usually post-colonial—moment and views 
oppression as a structural systematic matter, rather than only an individual aggression. 

 يف داھطضلاا عضت اھنا ،ةیملاعلاا طئاسولا ربع ةلوقنملا رھاوظلل نومضملا نم ةغرفملا ةیئزجلا تلایلحتلا يف عایضلا لدب
.يدرف ناودع درجم سیلو ،ةیمرھ ةیجھنم ةلأسمك داھطضلاا ىلإ رظنتو-رامعتسلاا دعب ام نوكت ام ةداع- ةیقیقح ةیخیرات ةظحل

Emancipatory 
media 

literacy

Historicize and 
unveil oppression 

structures

Resist and engage in 
collective praxis

Educate and research to 
transgress

Dialogically develop 
critical and emotive 

consciousness
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Emancipatory media literacy - ةيررّحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت

Through dialogue with diverse groups, the community develops a critical understanding of the 
intersectional victims of oppression as well as the vassals of oppression, recognizing how our words, 
productions, actions, inaction, silence, complacency, contribute to sustaining our unjust oppressive world.

يعطاقتملا داھطضلاا ایاحضل ایًدقن امًھف عمتجملاو درفلا روطی- ةضراعتم نوكت نأ لضفیو- ةعونتم فارطأ عم ةیراوحلا ةكراشملا للاخ نم
.ھتمادتساو ملاظلا يعمقلا ملاعلا اذھ قلخ ةداعإ يف انتمصو انسعاقتو انلاعفأو انتاجاتنإو انتاملك مھاست فیك مھف يلاتلابو ،عمقلا تاودأ كلذكو تایاوھلا

Emancipatory 
media 

literacy

Historicize and unveil 
oppression structures

Resist and engage in 
collective praxis

Educate and research to 
transgress
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Emancipatory media literacy - ةيررّحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت

Individuals work with the marginalized communities to design short-term and long-term 
solutions and engage in communal, national and global movements to fight oppression and 
patiently and gradually change the world of the oppressed. 

 ةینطولاو ةیعمتجملا تاكرحلاو ةمواقملا يف طارخنلااو دملأا ةلیوطو ةریصق لولح میمصتل ةشمھملا تاعومجملا عم دارفلأا لمعی
.ریبك ربصبوً ایجیردتو نیمولظملا ملاع رییغتو داھطضلاا ةبراحمل ةیملاعلاو

Emancipatory 
media 

literacy

Historicize and unveil 
oppression structures

Resist and engage in 
collective praxis

Educate and research to 
transgress

Dialogically develop 
critical and emotive 

consciousness
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Emancipatory media literacy - ةيررّحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت

This is key to creating and generalizing the local knowledge and practice of 
emancipatory media literacy and enabling collective emancipatory action. 

.يعامجلايررحتلا لمعلا نیكمتو ةیررحتلا ةیملاعلإا ةیبرتلل ةیلحملا ةسرامملاو ةفرعملا میمعتو قلخل يساسأ رمأ اذھو

Emancipatory 
media 

literacy

Historicize and unveil 
oppression structures

Resist and engage in 
collective praxis

Educate and 
research to 
transgress

Dialogically develop 
critical and emotive 

consciousness

16
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Emancipatory media literacy - ةيررّحت ةيملاعإ ةيبرت

Emancipatory 
media 

literacy

Historicize and unveil 
oppression structures

R
esist and engage in 
collective praxis

Educate and research to 
transgress
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The Great Narrative Clash

Israeli narrative: “Zionism was a national liberation movement with a 
strong socialist past and more recent liberal tendencies that entered 
its ancient homeland, derelict and empty since the exile of the Jews 
in Roman time, waiting to be resettled.” 

Palestinian narrative: “Zionism was a colonialist movement that 
penetrated the Palestinian homeland by force, with the wish to 
colonize the country and with possible expansionist ambitions to 
penetrate the heart of the Arab world” 
       Ilan Pappé (2008), Israeli historian 
       The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine
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100 years of bitter history: 
Western (British/French) 
colonial legacies

1900-1956
Dividing Historical Syria ةیعیبطلا ةیروس میسقت  
Reneging on promises of independence 
Forcing the Zionist project on Palestine

نیطسلف
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100 years of bitter history: 
Legacy of U.S. hegemony and 
ethnic cleansing of Palestine

1967-2000
Cold War 
War on Terrorism
Shift from unipolar power

H
istoricize 

and unveil 
oppression 
structures

2000-2024
Global Shifts
Media Changes
Political Transformations
Oct 7 Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

20
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Media/Military Changes in Past Two Decades

Major military/media gains in experience by the resistance
Israeli invasion and retreat from Lebanon (1982-2000) 
U.S. war on Iraq (2003-)
Israeli war on Lebanon (2006)
Saudi+ war on Yemen (2014-current)
Gulf+Western war on Syria (2011-current)
Israeli attacks on Gaza (2008, 2012, 2014, 2021) - “Mowing the grass”
Russian invasion of Ukraine (2022-)
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Palestinian resistance had the initiative 
Media/Military plan put in advance: Cameras as prevalent as weapons
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Israelis caught off guard
Blundering military/media response, multiple failed news frames, 

clumsy propaganda
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Palestinian+ audiences saw triumph, power, revival, hope
Israeli+ audiences saw defeat, weakness, failure, shock 

World’s attention fixated on Palestine
Propaganda and misinformation ran unabated

24
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 100,000+ killed
Resistance rockets and guerilla attacks ran unabated
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 100,000+ killed
Resistance Press releases continued
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 100,000+ killed
Resistance media/military operations, announcements uninterrupted
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Oct 7, 2023, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood

Despite savage Israeli bombardment of civilians: 100,000+ killed
Resistance fighters and leaders became iconic
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Media Coverage of Middle East Wars

2006 Israeli war on Lebanon

29

Major changes in media ecosystem
Media uses during crises 

Year Legacy media (TV) Social/Mobile media

2013 88% 38%

2015 88% 60%

2019 88% 65%

2020 86% 74%

30

Legacy Media Coverage

Legacy media followed predictable trends
Western media unabashedly pro-Israel, Arab media typically split

Pro-Resistance
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Social media followed unpredictable trends
#Pro-Palestine 8X more prevalent than #Pro-Israeli

Although #Pro-Israeli groups spent 100X more on advertising

32



5/13/25

9

Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting journalists: 129+ killed
Despite shadow banning, blocking… journalists became household names

33

Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting journalists: 100+ killed
Journalists featured in stories, protests… became heroes
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting journalists: 100+ killed
Journalists featured in stories, protests… became heroes and martyrs
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting doctors and medics: 1000+ killed
Many refused to leave, became news sources, heroes and martyrs
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite Israelis targeting doctors and medics: 1000+ killed
Many refused to leave, became news sources, heroes and martyrs
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite arrests, violence and doxing, especially in US/EU
Global protests kept issue alive
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite arrests, violence and doxing, especially in US/EU
Students put universities in crisis mode
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite arrests, violence and doxing, especially in US/EU
Students put universities in crisis mode

2005

40
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite arrests, violence and doxing, especially in US/EU
Students put universities in crisis mode

41

Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Hierarchal 
nature of 

oppression

42

Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite false accusations of Antisemitism 
Activists joined the media battle
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite false accusations of Antisemitism 
Academics and celebrities chime in
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Vanessa Perilman
Zara Head Designer
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum

50

Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum

If I must die,
you must live
to tell my story
to sell my things
to buy a piece of cloth
and some strings,
(make it white… with a long tail)
so that a child, somewhere in Gaza
while looking heaven in the eye
awaiting his dad… who left in a blaze—
and bid no one farewell
not even to his flesh
not even to himself—
sees the kite… my kite you made, 
flying up above
and thinks for a moment
an angel is there
bringing back love…
If I must die
let it bring hope
let it be a tale

تومأنأ دب لا ناك اذإ
تنأشیعت نأ دبلاف
يتیاكح يورتل
يئایشأ عیبتل
شامقةعطق يرتشتو
اطویخو
)لیوطلیذبو ءاضیب نكتلف(
ةزغّنم ام ناكم يف لفط رصبی يك
ءامسلايف قدحی وھو
ةأجفلحر يذلا هابأً ارًظتنم
ًاًدحأعدوی نأ نود
ھمحلىتح لاو
ھتاذ وأ
ةیّقرولاةرئاطلا رصبی

تنأاھتعَنص يتلا ةیقرولا يترئاط
يلاعلأايف قلحّت
ًاكًلامكانھ نأ ةظحلل نظیو
بحلا دیعی
تومأنأ دب لا ناك اذإ
لملأابيتوم تأیلف
ةیاكح حبصیلف

Dec 6, 2023
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Artists joined the battle with resistance art
Memes, songs, paintings, poetry… filled the spectrum
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Despite powerful Israeli lobbies in the West
Alternative media operations reach millions
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

WhatsApp groups dominated news sources
Small news operations meet small guerilla units
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Western media networks discredited 
US and UK media bias exposed 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

Western media networks discredited 
US and UK media bias exposed 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%

“Do you condemn Hamas?!” 
Aggressive treatment of pro-Palestine guests backfired 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%
Western media networks discredited 

Israeli media strategy: totalitarian control of the narrative 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%
Western media networks discredited 

Atrocity propaganda highlighted… imperialist feminism exposed 

60
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%
Western media networks discredited 

Atrocity propaganda highlighted… imperialist feminism exposed 

61

Social Media: 99% vs 1%
Western media regurgitating Israeli lies 

40 beheaded babies, systematic rape, fetus killed with mother… 

62

Social Media: 99% vs 1%
Evidence of Israeli soldiers gang raping Palestinian prisoners

Western media went silent 
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%
Western media regurgitating Israeli lies 

Israeli media (not US/EU) exposed Israeli role in killing civilians on Oct 7

(Translated from Hebrew Haaretz)
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Social Media: 99% vs 1%
Western media regurgitating Israeli lies 

Israeli media (not US/EU) exposed Israeli role in killing civilians on Oct 7
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War Turns into Genocide

Israelis used Artificial Intelligence to maximize killing
First “AI-assisted Genocide” in history 
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War Turns into Genocide

Genocidal Israeli apartheid settler colonialism exposed
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War Turns into Genocide

World witnessed Israeli brutality and racism 
firsthand on mobiles
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War Turns into Genocide

World witnessed Israeli brutality and racism 
firsthand on mobiles
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War Turns into Genocide

World witnessed Israeli brutality and racism 
firsthand on mobiles

"Many of us like to ask ourselves, 'What 
would I do if I was alive during slavery? Or the 
Jim Crow South? Or apartheid? What would I 
do if my country was committing genocide?’ 

The answer is, you're doing it. Right now."
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War Turns into Genocide

Israeli exploitation of Holocaust and false Antisemitism claims  
laid bare
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War Turns into Genocide

antisemitism versus Antisemitism

Israeli supporters are forgiven for their antisemitism, but those who criticize 
Israelis or Zionism are beyond salvation from the Antisemitism accusation.
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War Turns into Genocide

Zionist project lost world sympathy
Including among many Jewish communities

David Shirley
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War Turns into Genocide

Zionist project lost world sympathy
Including among many Jewish communities

David Shirley
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War Turns into Genocide

Palestinians as indigenous people of the land reconfirmed
Global support for Palestine liberation

“from the river to the sea”
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War Turns into Genocide

Israeli claims of victimhood & Palestinian image as terrorist
shattered especially among youth
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Alternative News 

Al Jazeera English
Al Mayadeen English

The Intercept
Double Down News

Mondoweiss
ScheerPost

The Electronic Intifada
Breaking Points 

OCT 7 FactCheck

78

Documentaries
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Teaching Resources

Media and Palestine, Gretchen King, Lebanese American University 
www.media-palestine.online

Palestine 101: Decolonize Palestine. 
decolonizepalestine.com 

Pali Answers
palianswers.com
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Books
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http://www.media-palestine.online/
https://decolonizepalestine.com/
https://palianswers.com/



