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Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan Chair for Arabic

and Islamic Studies

American University of Beirut

Sheikh Zayed Chair’s Program
at the Beirut Arab International

Book Fair 2026

9-16 October 2026

Friday, October 9

Musical Evening with Rima Khcheich

6:00-7:00 PM

Saturday, October 10

“Reshaping the Legend in Rachid El Daif’s Latest Trilogy”

11:00 AM-12:00 PM

“History and the Novel: Conversation with Waciny Laredj”

4:00-5:00 PM

“Medicine Reads Art: A Doctor Tours Museum Hallways”

6:30-7:30 PM

Sunday, October 11

“What do Awards do to Literature?”

11:00 AM-12:00 PM

“Water on Fire: Tarek EI-Ariss and Writing War” 12:15-1:15 PM
“Dar Al Adab: A Publisher's Memories with Authors” 4:15-5:15 PM
“And Shake the Trunk of the Poem Toward You: A Poetry Evening 5:30—6:30 PM

with Aisha Al-Saifi”

Monday, October 12

“How to Write a Novel: Najwa Barakat and Her Creative Writing
Workshops”

4:15 PM-5:15 PM

“Identity and the Curse: A Conversation with Tarik Bakkari”

5:30 PM-6:30 PM

“Which University Do We Want? The Stakes of Higher Education in
the Arab World”

6:45 PM-7:45 PM

Tuesday, October 13

“The Night His Excellency Disappeared: A Conversation with the

Moroccan Novelist Abdelilah Ben Aarafa” “lo=are Fl
“Kom al-Nar: Khedive Abbas Hilmi Il Between History and Fiction” , _

— A Conversation with Reem Bassiouney 5:30=6:50 Piv
“Writing Small Details: A Conversation with Habib Selmi” 6:45-7:45 PM

Wednesday, October 14
“Fouad Chehab and the Politics of Reform in Lebanon: , ,
Governance, Pluralism, and State-Building” BB
Thursday, October 15
“From The Bookseller’'s Notebooks to the Symphony of the 5:30—6:30 PM
Seventh Day: A Conversation with Jalal Barjas” ' '
“Mahmoud Darwish’s Poetic Narrative: The Biography of a Single, 6:45—7-45 PM
Evolving Poem” ’ '
Friday, October 16
“We’re in This Together: An Oral History of Ras Beirut” — 3:00-4:00 PM

Conversation with Maria Abunnasr and Mona El Hallak
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