
ABLE SUMMIT 2019 
BOOKLET

#ABLE Summit

I s s u e  D a t e :  M a r c h  2 0 2 0



Abstract

The ABLE initiative (Accessibility for a Bolder Learning 
Experience) triggered its ripple effect through the1st ABLE 

Summit on April 11 and 12, 2019.

The purpose of this booklet is to highlight the ABLE 
Summit 2019 activities, topics discussed, insights and 
outcomes.

This paper will represent the 1stŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !.[9Ωǎ 
series towards an inclusive digital tomorrow aimed at 
sharing the experience and the knowledge acquired 
through the experts brought into this collaboration and 
capacity building platform. 
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Introduction

ABLE (Accessibility for a Bolder Learning Experience), 
is an initiative brought by the Office of Information 
Technology (IT) in collaboration with the Student 
Affairs Accessible Education Office (AEO) at the 
American University of Beirut (AUB).

ABLE aims at increasing the retention and success 
rates of students with disabilities and to support their 
readiness for life after university by developing and 
deploying accessibility to campus-wide IT resources.

ABLE scope covers: Assistive Technologies (AT), 
learning content, services, resources, policies, IT 
facilities and learning spaces, collaboration platforms 
and inclusive IT support.

Today, ABLE is achieving progress on several fronts 
and is now stretching the boundaries, connecting

the dots, strengthening the means of implementation 
and vitalizing global partnership.



The SUMMIT 
HIGHLIGHTS

Date: April 11 and 12 2019

Place: The American University of Beirut (AUB)



Highlights

What is the ABLE Summit 2019?

It is the 1st of its kind event in Lebanon and the 
region shedding light on Digital Accessibility in 
Higher Education.
A national level event, with expert speakers from 
global leading organizations in the industry, brought 
together to boost awareness, charge collective 
momentum and to trigger related initiatives.

The summit includes expert talks, collaborative 
sessions, workshops, an exhibition for Assistive 
Technology (AT) and a networking platform.

The summit objectives:

Å Trigger a high impact awareness wave
Å Foster a knowledge-sharehub and bring together 

expertise and experiences
Å Attract related affiliations and know-how
Å Energize the industry networking and trigger 

collaborations
Å Connect and elevate the impact of the current 

individual accessibility initiatives
Å Sketch the roadmap to Digital Accessibility in 

Higher Education.



Who Does ABLE Serve?

This platform is set to bring together all stakeholders to build capacity and to share innovations, best practices, implementation strategies, research and education in 
assistive technology (AT) and accessibility. This forum is intended for:

Å Students with special needs and their parents

Å Educators and academicians 

Å Special Education schools and institutions

Å ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ

Å Therapists and medical professionals that work with PWDs

Å Policy Makers, officials and specialists

Å Employers that accommodate special needs

Å NGOs that support special needs

Å Industry leaders, specialized organizations and Assistive Technology (AT) providers

Å Technology professionals, innovators, AT experts, digital content creators, instructional designers, web designers and developers

Å Accessibility professionals and advocates



Participants in the 1stSummit:

15 countries

164 Organization

ω59 NGOs

ω20 Universities

335 Professionals

ω90 Technology professionals, designers and AT 
experts

ω83 Educators

ω74 Students

ω33 University officials

ω24 Accessibility professional or advocate

ω20 Student or alumni with special needs

ω11 Policy Makers


