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What is an eportfolio?
In pairs



Physical portfolio
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Eportfolio in education
“We worry that 

eportfolios have become 
a fad”

(Elbow and Belanoff, 
1997)

“EPortfolios …are 
becoming an integral part 
of the learning landscape 

in Higher Education”

Housego & Parker, 2009

“In 2015, portfolios’ 
future seems 
brighter than 

ever”(Dreissen, 
2017)



“They are seen as a dynamic and innovative 
medium for recording and showcasing 
student learning, as well as a powerful tool 
for reflection and assessment.”
(Eynon & Clark, 2009)

A definition



The ‘ideal’ eportfolio?

Statement of 
competency

Evidence Reflection
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What would be a good use of 
an eportfolio?

Think specifically any uses that replace what a paper 
portfolio would do, but would be better than using Office 
Word alone.



Examples

HEA Application -
Activity 5 (Sam Taylor)

CMALT Portfolio
(Aurelie Soulier)

Cranfield University -
Supporting T & L with 

Mahara (Angelique 
Bodart)

Mahara Smart 
Evidence

Apprenticeship Case 
Study

UAL: Workflow



How do you assess an 
eportfolio?
The holy grail of rubrics for eportfolio:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cdtcUon9i
NKUUSVICw1o2AmFU1pAPMTSv3DWdeVtIXM/edi
t?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cdtcUon9iNKUUSVICw1o2AmFU1pAPMTSv3DWdeVtIXM/edit?usp=sharing


Group task

Describe and design a portfolio activity that will allow 
students to demonstrate knowledge, skill, application and/or 
reflection on your given topic and context.
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Let’s design an eportfolio activity together

Write a brief Set parameters Draw a ‘mock-up’ 
of how it could 

look

(20 minutes) 

Photo by Amélie Mourichon on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@amayli?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/workshop?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Considerations

• Employability

• Personal development

• Academic credit

• Combination

Focus

• UG/MSc/CPD/Apprenticeship/PhD 

• Full time/part time

• Distance, blended, onsite

• Individual, groups, pairs 

Students 

• Lecturer

• Employer

• Peers

• Open

Audience 

• Estimate of hours spent

• Word count equivalent

• Number of artefacts
Size 

• Files

• Images, videos, audio, 3D

• Text

• Animation

Expected 
content

• Academic conduct

• Referencing

• Attribution

• Copyright

Other
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Show and tell

Your brief Your requirements Your ‘vision’ /design of 
possible output / 

template

Bonus point: what 
needs further design 

work?



Top Tips

• Assessment first

• Human touch

• Accessibility

• It’s hard to get it right the first time: get 
feedback & plan time/space to implement 
changes based on feedback

• Sam Taylor’s OER : 
https://altc.alt.ac.uk/blog/2020/06/eportfolios-
for-educators/#gref
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Questions & Comments



https://forms.office.com/r/9BT2uwPbw1

Feedback

https://forms.office.com/r/9BT2uwPbw1

