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Basic facts 

• 3rd year undergraduates

• Compulsory course

• c. 50-60 students

• Assessed by individual
student blogs on MyPortfolio



Aims of the course

• Intellectual development
– Independently

making
connections

• Personal development
– Communicating

the relevance 
of their discipline

• For archaeology
– Graduate ambassadors
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The blog - topic

• Student's free choice



The blog - assessment criteria

• Assignment-specific criteria match learning outcomes
– 15%  Choice and understanding of theme
– 15%  Choice of case studies and relevance to theme
– 15%  Overall coherence and balance of blog; effective 

juxtaposition of scales
– 15%  Connection to contemporary concerns beyond the 

discipline
– 20%  Quality and style of writing
– 10%  Referencing. Correct citations and, where necessary, 

copyright notices.
– 10%  Appearance, and use of images and/or multimedia
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The blog - formative feedback

• Blog plan

• 1st entry



The blog - formative feedback

• Blog plan

• 1st entry

• Feedback provided
as free text and 
markup on
assessment grid



The blog - summative feedback

• Final 6 blogs
totalling
4000 words max.

• Text run through
Turnitin

• External examiner
receives spreadsheet
with 'secret' URLs



Results - coursework grades



Results - student feedback

• SEQ  3.4/5  3.1/5

• Objections
– Compulsion in

3rd year

– Repetition

– Blogging not
an academic activity

– Blogging not useful

– No need to teach
blogging
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Results - student feedback

• SEQ  2017 4.1/5

• But, we are finally getting there
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Reflection

• Do not dwell on the technicalities
– Use remedial 'clinics'

• Do educate about copyright and licensing

• Formative assessment is very worthwhile
– Focus for learning

– Reduces 'fear' of non-standard assessment

• Rigorous summative assessment is possible
– Doesn't systematically benefit (or penalise) weaker or stronger 

students

– But can still 'surprise' individual students

• Directly tackle student perception
– Blog  ≠ uncritical stream of consciousness
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Outstanding issues

• Are we trying to do to much with one kind of 
assessment?

• Should we increase the authenticity of the exercise?

• Can we streamline the workflow?



Syllabus

• Thinking 'big'
– Big themes and Deep history

– 'Grand Challenges', 'Grand Narratives' and public 
intellectuals

• Communicating archaeology
– Communication in public archaeology (GM)

– Blogging workshop



Syllabus

• Guest lectures
– Past and future Earth (EG)

– Escaping inequality: Can the Past Reshape our Future 
(DW)

– Brexit, Boundaries and Imperial Identities (AG)

– Power, violence and inequality (GM)

– Niche construction from early agriculture to the 
Anthropocene (DF)

• Wrap-up
– Formative feedback and 'mopping up'


