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* 3rd year undergraduates
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c. 50-60 students

* Assessed by individual
student blogs on MyPortfolio




Aims of the course

* |Intellectual development

— Independently
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* Personal development
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the relevance
of their discipline
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The blog - topic

 Student's free choice The Uniqueness of the West

The North/South Divide in ArChQEOIOQ y 'For a free and united Europe": the zenith of the West?

ARCL3097: The Pacific past in the European imagination

“Not in my backyard” — Why Won't Academia Associate with Alternative Approaches?

Tags: Ancient Empire, civilisation, Collapse, Egyptian Empire, Empire, equality, Fall, inequality, Old Kingdom, Power, Qin Empire, Rise, Roman Empire, Society

The rise and fall of Ancient Empires: Power and Inequality
Veganism Meets Archaeology

Beauty in the eye of the iPhone holder

Should animal products be the thing of the past?



The blog - assessment criteria

* Assignment-specific criteria match learning outcomes
— 15% Choice and understanding of theme
— 15% Choice of case studies and relevance to theme

— 15% Overall coherence and balance of blog; effective
juxtaposition of scales

— 15% Connection to contemporary concerns beyond the
discipline
— 20% Quality and style of writing

— 10% Referencing. Correct citations and, where necessary,
copyright notices.

— 10% Appearance, and use of images and/or multimedia
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The blog - formative feedbac

* Blog plan
* 1st entry
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Formative assessment
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Theme

Archaeakigy and mysticizm have always heen inextricably linked. Keen s rotect accultism in ather
sacieties inthe mme af cultural and ethnic diversity, “Western' archaca kgt comtimue o evacle the
abernative approsches embraiked in their own territary. My intent in writing this blog & %o explre the
mature af this rebtionship, a5 well as why academia won't asociste with our awn alternative approaches.
Inthis, | will amabyse the potentizl reasons behind this s trange dymamic thmugh a series of case studies
where the scientific warld and the “spiriualist’ workl caollide.

Blog entry subjects

Viry b ey doaribe the subjad ma of ch blog iy, Vou mey Sad 8 useful b e me o by misis b s he aome or
i syl conclissons Note albo that you e o b chines e spoc i suly e mte of sdivadal By i peor o
submaitorg the Enal asesed blog

Bl 1

“Naotin nay backyard™ - Why Wan't Acaslemia Associate with Alternative Approaches?
*Imtraduciory " eniry, sefting out the scene of axchasalogy's reltionship with the oooult, and why we
womn "t assacivie with such spirimalist beliets from our own culbure. IF we respect #t froms the past, why
don twe respectitnow 7 Looking at the Colomial mmplications afthis, how the ‘natives”, in 2 sense, ane
alkowed w0 have their ritual as pects but we as an ‘elightened’ society ane not.

By 1
“Hippies al Stonehenge’: Archaeology vs Neo-I ruidism

First case sy, kooking a1 Douicks a1 Sxmehenge, the hiswory of Meo-Druklizm a1 Swonchenge, befone
examining the temoes rebitionship betwesn the archaeo kgists werking an #he site, and the religious
groups thatconsider #t a sacred site.

Blag 3

an Hodder anad the Cult of the Mother Godides

Cave study on the excavations at Catalhénik. Loaking at the interactions betwea the archueo kgists
working an the site, such as [an Hodder, and the Farth Mother Goddess culi. Whilst Hodder & a posit-
pracessual he i still an archaen bogist and would have had to navigate between the two sides.

Bl 4
“Math meets myth’ - Ley Lines and Megaliths

Cxmeshdy, willlookat key lines and Megalith enthusiasts and their ‘appropristion” ofarchacalagy , how
these belicls are approached by members of academia, in archaealagy and in other felds as well. Have
there been any incidences when these have been mambers of a “gaey area’ that can wark with bath sides?

Blog 5

Farallels in Ecology and Malicine

A fmal case sty toshow that this & nota dymmic that & exclusive o archaeokogy alone . Will ok at
the differences hatween “deep groen’and “light green’ ecalagy movements, and how these two imemct.
In medicine, will examine relationship between hameopath ic medicine and comentional medicine, and
0 what extent hemeopathic medicine 5 accepted or acknow ledged by contemparary scientisti.

Blog 6

Lawiking to the Future

A fmal, ‘conclwding " blog, will summarise findings = well as ofier fim] thoughts on the previous case
stulies. Will ask mere questions as w0 how this dymamic reflects us asa sodety, and how we, as
axhaecilogists cn change things and the Fiture, and werk % cresie a hetter rebtiomship with New Age
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The blog - formative feedback

* Blog plan
* 1st entry

* Feedback provided
as free text and
markup on
assessment grid
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The blog - summative feedback
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Results - coursework grades

Overall course mark
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Results - student feedback

« SEQ 3.4/5 3.1/5
* Objections

Compulsion in
3rd year

Repetition

Blogging not

an academic activity
Blogging not useful

No need to teach
blogging

This course seemed to waste time that we do not have in third
year. Seemed to be redoing things and covering topics we had
already covered many times before in core modules in previous
years.

don't feel that this is a valuable form of assessment, or that I'm
leaming skills that will be of use to me after this course is over.

feel this is basically last years public archaeoclogy course, but with
a more inconvenient form of assessment. Considering the expense

of university, I'm actually very unhappy with the nature and content
of this course.

Do not feel blogging is a necessary skill for a degree. The degree
is meant to be critical, so essays or a different format of
assessment would be appropriate. This exercise discriminates
against those who do not wish to be bloggers for a commercial
unit. Investment banks value an archaeology degree but not that |
spent 10 weeks of uncritical public pandering instead of critical
thought.

year at the loA,. To improve | think a few less lectures on the
technical side of blog work as they were unnecessary.

Nowvel ldea, but blogging should be an ability you already have if
you finish a degree
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Results - student feedback

« SEQ 2017 4.1/5
* But, we are finally getting there

From:' ' < 14@ucl.ac.uk>
To: "Lake, Mark" <mark.lake@ucl.ac.uk>

Subject: RE: ARCL3097: Reminder - please bring laptops
Date: Mon 11 Dec 2017 15:59:24 GMT

Hi Mark,

Sorry, | had to leave earlier in the lesson before the feedback. Have submitted feedback

Nnow.
Just wanted to let you know, have considered it a great third year course, that has really

made me think and synthesise in a new way.

Many thanks for all your help,

| found that this course presented a really good opportunity to look back over what we have so far learnt during our
degrees, to step beyond archaeology and think about what the point of it all is. | have definitely got a lot out of this course.
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Reflection

Do not dwell on the technicalities
— Use remedial 'clinics'

Do educate about copyright and licensing

* Formative assessment is very worthwhile
— Focus for learning
— Reduces 'fear' of non-standard assessment
* Rigorous summative assessment is possible

— Doesn't systematically benefit (or penalise) weaker or stronger
students

— But can still 'surprise’ individual students

Directly tackle student perception
— Blog # uncritical stream of consciousness
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Outstanding issues

* Are we trying to do to much with one kind of
assessment?

* Should we increase the authenticity of the exercise?
* Can we streamline the workflow?



Syllabus

* Thinking 'big’
— Big themes and Deep history

— 'Grand Challenges’, 'Grand Narratives' and public
Intellectuals

* Communicating archaeology
— Communication in public archaeology (GM)
— Blogging workshop



Syllabus

* Guest lectures
— Past and future Earth (EG)

— Escaping inequality: Can the Past Reshape our Future
(DW)

— Brexit, Boundaries and Imperial Identities (AG)

— Power, violence and inequality (GM)

— Niche construction from early agriculture to the
Anthropocene (DF)

* Wrap-up

— Formative feedback and 'mopping up'



