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How many search 
engines are there? 









Types of search engine 

• Free text 

– Google, Yahoo, Bing,  

• Directory 

– Open Directory 

• Multi/Meta search 

– Trovando 

– Browsys 

 



Types of search engine 

• Site/Subject specific 

– BT directory, site search engines 

• Hidden/Invisible web 

– DeepDyve 

• Social search engines 

– Icerocket, Topsy, Socialmention 

• “The others” 

• The “dark web” 



What’s the 
purpose of a 

search engine? 



Why search engines are poor 



In a very small city, near Kalamazoo, was a twisty, curvy avenue, and right at the 
corner, across from the zoo, the BIGGEST oak tree 



Google knows best ‘did you mean?’ 







Ranking order 

• Search term in title, header, URL 

• Anchor text 

• 1st paragraph 

• Frequency 

• Speed of website 

• Country version 

• Personalisation on/off 

• # of link 



Google knows best! http://bit.ly/kBGqIg 



Incorrect counts 



Personalisation 





Alternative search engines 

• Free text 

• Directory 

• Multi/Meta  

• Social media 

• Visual results 

• Real time 

• Weblog 



Bing 



Duckduckgo 



Exalead  
• http://www.exalead.co.uk/search  

http://www.exalead.co.uk/search


https://www.yandex.com/ 

https://www.yandex.com/


Slikk 

 

http://www.slikk.com/


Zanran: Google for data 

http://www.zanran.com/q/


Dmoz The open Directory 



Multi/meta search 
• Trovando http://www.trovando.it/   

http://www.trovando.it/


Soovle 

http://soovle.com/


http://www.instya.com/  

http://www.instya.com/


Visual search engines 
• Redzee http://redz.com/  

http://redz.com/


Now become Dothop 

http://dothop.com/home


Spacetime 3D 
http://search.spacetime.com/   

http://search.spacetime.com/


Category based engines 

• Carrot Clustering http://search.carrot2.org/  

http://search.carrot2.org/


Similar sites 
http://www.similarpages.com  

http://www.similarpages.com/


Newsmap 
http://www.newsmap.jp/  

http://www.newsmap.jp/


Multimedia engines 

• Audio Visual 

• Image 

• Sound 



Internet growth 

User generated content 





Just to push the point home 

• In 2010, Eric Schmitt, former CEO of Google 
said “Every 2 days we create as much 
information as we did from the dawn of 
civilization up until 2003″. 



Social media Search Engines 



News collation resources 

• Register, link to your social media accounts 
and pull in data based on what your contacts 
are talking about. 



FlipBoard 





News curation via the web 



News.me daily digest 



Scoop.it 

 

http://www.scoop.it/


Nuzzel 
http://nuzzel.com/philbradley  

http://nuzzel.com/philbradley


Searching Facebook 

• Why Facebook is winning the war with Google 



Search is back 

https://searchisback.com/


LinkedIn 



Twitter 



Twitter Search 



Browser tools 



Bookolio 



All in One 



Some new engines 

 



Junoba 

http://junoba.com/


Polyfetch http://polyfetch.com  

http://polyfetch.com/


Million short 
http://gb.millionshort.com/  

http://gb.millionshort.com/


Benosey 



Sparrho.com  



• Wayback Machine 
http://www.archive.org/index.php  

http://www.archive.org/index.php


Where is search heading? 

• Away from websites, towards experts 

• Mobile use with smartphones, not static 
desktop 

• Apps, not search engines 

• Prediction of your needs 

• Less search, more know 



Thank you! 

• http://www.philb.com/whichengine.htm  

• http://www.philbradley.typepad.com/  

• http://www.slideshare.net/philbradley/  

• philb@philb.com  
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