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What is Web 2.0? 

“Web 2.0 is a concept that takes the network 

as a platform for information sharing, 

interoperability, user-centered design, and 

collaboration on the World Wide Web.” 
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Digital Literacy 

“Digital literacy is the ability to locate, 

organize, understand, evaluate, and analyze 

information using digital technology. It 

involves a working knowledge of current high-

technology, and an understanding of how it 

can be used.” 

 

Wikipedia - Digital Literacy  
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10 minutes …. 

A taster of SOME uses of Web 2.0 technologies 

• Daily teaching 

• UG/MSc Projects 

• MSc course 

• PhD supervision 

• Outreach, Internationalisation 

• Big Brother 

 



Daily teaching - Blackboard 

 

Positive 

Secure 

Corporate 

For educational use 

Lots of tools 

• Discussion 

• Wiki 

• Blog 

• … 

Our control 

Negative 

Cumbersome 

Inflexible 

Isolated 

Tools feel restricted 

Shut down each year 

Loses gradebook 



Daily Teaching - blogs 

Whiteknights Biodiversity 

 

Engages students 

Time efficient 

Enhances knowledge 

• Biology 

• Copyright 

• Added value 

Blogging assignment 



UG/MSc Projects 

Individuals with shared needs 

Peer learning 

Friendly 

Familiar 

 

Trust 

Benefit 

Access 

 

 

 

 



UG/MSc Projects 

Opportunities 



MSc course 

Engage 

Encourage 

Enable 

Entertain 

 

 



PhD supervision 

Blogging your lab book 

 

 



PhD supervision 

Blogging your lab book 

 

 



Outreach, Internationalisation 

 
Open blogs 

• Whiteknights 

biodiversity 

• Digitally ready 

• Tropical biodiversity 

 

Indexed by Google 

 



Outreach, Internationalisation 

 
Facebook site 

• Plant Diversity 

 

 Newsletter  

 Events 

calendar 

 

 



Big Brother 

 
Am I talking to myself? 

 

Facebook 

• Interactive by design 

Blogs 

• Jetpack 

General 

• Google analytics 

• Goo.gl 



Overview 

• Think about your needs 

• Think about continuity of engagement 

• Think about the time you have 

• Do use Wikipedia – intelligently 

• Do think beyond Blackboard 

• Ride the wave 

 

Experiment, Enjoy, Engage 
 



Thanks for your time 


