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WHY DOES ARCHAEOLOGY
NEED OPEN RESEARCH?

m.° Collaborative, interdisciplinary,
B commitment to methodological
Innovation

* Professional ethics

» Archaeological excavation involves
the destruction of source material

» The quality of the archive
determines the potential for
reproducibility

| « Sector leading in promoting
Silchester Roman Town Excavations research rigour, transparency and
collaboration



1. AN OPEN RESEARCH PLATFORM:
‘THE INTEGRATED
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATABASE’ (IADB)

OR platform: a virtual research environment to provide integrated access
to the full range of excavation records as a tool for post-excavation research
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COLLABORATIVE WRITING

« With the basic data assembled we collaborative with large teams of
researchers to develop interpretations

» The IADB also enables Open Access publication and Open Research
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LINKING DIGITAL ARCHIVES
WITH OPEN ACCESS PUBLICATION
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Abstract

The development of an urban property in the Roman town of Calleva Atrebatum (Silchester, Hampshire, England) is traced from the late 1st to the mid-3rd
century AD. Three successive periods of building with their associated finds of artefacts and biological remains are described and interpreted with provisional e
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The Archaeology Data
Service: accredited digital
Repository for UK
Archaeology

Glastonbury Abbey: Archaeological Excavations 1904 - 1979
University of Reading, Trustees of Glastonbury Abbey, 2015
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Introduction

Glastonbury Abbey was renowned in the middle ages as
the reputed burial place of the legendary King Arthur and
the site of the earliest Christian church in Britain, believed
to have been founded by Joseph of Arimathea in the first
century. The ancient wooden church, vetusta ecclesia,
was destroyed by fire in 1184 and the medieval Lady
Chapel was rapidly erected on the same site, becoming
an associative relic of the ancient community of saints.
The famous Glastonbury origins story was first recounted
by William of Malmesbury (c 1129430). The myth was
embellished by subsequent generations 4 including the
addition of the Arthurian connection in 1191 & with the aim
of establishing Glastonburyas pre-eminence among
English monasteries and attracting pilgrims and funds
The monks successfully crafted the Glastonbury legends
and by the close of the middle ages the abbey was the
second richest monastery in England. Glastonburyas
myths continued to evolve in the centuries following the
Dissolution of the monastery in 1539. Today the site of the
abbey ruins draws a large range of visitors including
heritage tourists, students of history and spiritual seekers
of diverse beliefs.

Antiquarian excavations

The site of Glastonbury Abbey was purchased in 1907 on behalf of the Church of England and thirty-six
seasons of archaeological excavation took place up to 1979, in association with the Somerset
Archaeological and Natural History Society (SANHS) and the Society of Antiquaries of London. The first
excavations were carried out by Sir William St John Hope in 1904. From 1908, there were seven different
directors, including some iconic figures in the history of monastic archaeology: Sir Charles Peers, Sir Alfred
Clapham and Dr Courtenay Arthur Ralegh Radford. The abbeyas first director of excavations, Frederick
Bligh Bond, employed psychic experiments and dowsing in his archaeological methods and is regarded as
a pioneering figure of the New Age movement, with which Glastonbury remains associated today.

The results of the antiquarian excavations were never reported in full: only interim statements were
published as yearly reports or summaries. The most significant excavations were those undertaken by
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s Archive project records
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+« Geophysical survey
= Report
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= GPR data plots
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» Resistance data plots
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= Reports by area

= Bibliography for excavation reports
» Context summary 1851-1963

= Photographic register

= Matrices by area

= Plans
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+ Specialist reports, tables, appendices and figures
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Specialist reports reproduced here represent original unedited work including additional data to
supplement the monograph. It is recommended that the fully edited versions within the Monograph are
referred to for research or referencing purposes. lllustrations supplied by specialists are included within
the ADS archive; however, these have been adapted for the Monograph by Elizabeth Gardner, who

produced the vast majority of illustrations within the publication.
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2. ENABLING OPEN DATA: RESEARCH ON
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ‘GREY LITERATURF’

* ‘Grey literature’ = unpublished
reports from developer-funded
excavations

* Reading Archaeology research
projects in collaboration with
commercial archaeology units and
museums

« Data and analyses made publicly
available through ADS

REQUIEM pocammey | .
THEMH)IEVALMON(BS’I‘ICCEMEI'ERYH\IBRITAN 5 Archives regUIarIy used for new
s research by broad range of users

Gilchrist and Sloane, 2005
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
archives/view/cemeteries _ahrb 2005/
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Medieval Monastic Cemeteries of Britain (1050-1600): a digital resource and

database of excavated samples
Roberta Gilchrist, Barney Sloane, 2005
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The Rural Settlement of Roman Britain
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The Rural Settlement of Roman Britain: an online resource
Martyn Allen, Nathan Blick, Tom Brindle, Tim Evans, Michael Fulford, Neil Holbrook, Julian D Richards, Alex Smith, 2015

Introduction Introduction

Query This resource brings together the excavated evidence for the rural settliement of Roman Britain with the

Map over-arching aim to inform a comprehensive reassessment of the countryside of Roman Britain_ It includes

Metadata both traditionally published reports and 'grey literature' reports from developer-funded excavations since
1990.

Usage Statistics

Feedback questionnaire
9 The project arose from pilot projects undertaken by Cotswold Archagology’ and funded by Historic England

and it began in 2012. It is funded by grants from the Leverhulme Trust to the Universities of Reading and

Data copyright © University of Reading
York (ADS)? and from Historic England to Cotswold Archaeology.®

unless otherwise stated
Phase 1 (April 2015) publishes the setilement evidence from Roman England. Subsequent phases will add
Roman Wales (by December 2015) and the related finds, environmental and burial data (by 1st April
2017). These will be used alongside the specific site data in a series of integrative studies on rural

fr settliement, economy, people and ritual to be published by the Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies
The Leverhulme Trust & as Britannia Monographs between 2016 and 2018.
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The Rural Settlement of Roman Britain: an online resource
Martyn Allen, Nathan Blick, Tom Brindle, Tim Evans, Michael Fulford, Neil Holbrook, Lisa Lodwick, Julian D Richards, Alex

Smith, 2015 (updated 2018)

Introduction
Overview
Downloads
Query

Map

Metadata
Usage Statistics

Data copyright ® University of Reading
unless otherwise stated

This work is licensed under the ADS
Terms of Use and Access.

The Leverhulme Trust

A Historic England
storic Englan

Primary contact

Prof Michael Fulford
Professor of Archaeology
School of Archaeology, Geography and
Environmental Science
University of Reading
Whiteknights

PO Box 218

Reading

RGE 6AA

England

Tel: 0118 3786048

Send e-mail enquiry

Resource identifiers

ADS Collection: 1352
DOl:https://doi.org/10.5284/1030449
How to cite using this DOI

@ Unwersny of
Reading

Kﬁfﬂi Cotswold
eﬁl

Archaeo[ogy

Visits to the archive =1ES
Click and drag in the plot area to zoom in

S5k

2.5k

0k S88s aasa o

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Highcharts.com

If & visitor comes to the website for the first time, or if they visit a page (or download a file) more than 30
minutes after their last page view, this will be recorded as a new visit. A unique visitor making multiple visits
per day will register as several visits.

File downloads 2%
Click and drag in the plot area to zoom in
4k
2k I
Ok
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Highcharts.com

A download is a click on a link to something other than a web page, file extensions include: csv, doc, dock,
gif, jar, jpa, jpeg. mp3, mp4, mov, odb, odt, pdf, png, ppt, pptx, ted, wav, wma, wmv, wpd, xlIs, xlsx, xml, zip but
this is not an exhaustive list.

Page views within the archive =1E3
Click and drag in the plot area to zoom in
20k
10k
0k

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Highcharts.com

Pages viewed is the number of HTML pages or scripts that visitors have looked at. A "page” is a hit that is
not an image, JavaScript or CSS file and which was not loaded by a search engine robot.

Totals since May 2011 =1(ES
400k
228318
200k
36335 40831
ok — I
Totals

| B visits [ File downloads [l Page views ‘

Highcharts.com

Statistics start from May 2011 but if the values are zero to start with they are not shown. Zero values after
the start of use for the archive are shown.

Download figures as CSV file

12



3. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT & CO-CREATION:
GLASTONBURY ABBEY ARCHAEOLOGY

ImagesuaGlastonbury Abbey, copyright Centre for Study of Christianity & Culture




GLAOIUNDURY ADbDEY
ARCHAEOLOGY:

www.glastonburyabbeyarchaeology.org

GLASTONBURY
ABBEY
ARC HAEOLOGY RO About Research Digital Methods Myths Visit Links

Glastonbury Abbey in Somerset is one of the most important
medieval heritage sites in the UK, and has been the focus of

archaeological study since the 19th century. ArtS & HU manities

Research Council

The abbey holds a special place in English identity and popular
culture. In the middle ages it was reputed to be the burial place of the

legendary King Arthur and his queen Guinevere, and was regarded . .
as the site of the earliest church in Britain, thought to have been U nive I'Slty Of
founded by Joseph of Arimathea. According to the Gospels, Joseph R I °

was the man who had donated his own tomb for the body of Christ
following the crucifixion.

These stories have been connected with Glastonbury for nearly a
thousand years and still have popular appeal and spiritual value today
to groups including the Church of England, the Catholic Church and
Glastonbury's diverse New Age ‘Community of Avalon'.

(N

CHRISTIANITY
>> Find out more about the project & CULTURE
About Research Digital Methods Myths

Find out about the project Discover the different outputs  Explore Glastonbury Abbey See how the historical and Glastonbury is a focus for
behind this online resource that our research has through the ages viaour 3D archaeological evidence myths and legends — explore
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ENABLING OPEN RESEARCH

* Collectively, Reading archaeologists have pioneered initiatives that
promote research rigour, transparency and collaboration:

» Open platforms for collaborative research processes (IADB)

« Open Data through publicly accessible digital archives — challenging the
profession to improve standards of archiving

* Open Access publication — OA monographs and pioneering methods of OA
publication linked to archives

* Public engagement and co-creation — encouraging non-academic partners
to share research openly and to experiment with the digital
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