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WHY DOES ARCHAEOLOGY 

NEED OPEN RESEARCH?

• Collaborative, interdisciplinary, 

commitment to methodological 

innovation

• Professional ethics

• Archaeological excavation involves 

the destruction of source material

• The quality of the archive 

determines the potential for 

reproducibility

• Sector leading in promoting 

research rigour, transparency and 

collaboration 2

Silchester Roman Town Excavations



1. AN OPEN RESEARCH PLATFORM: 

‘THE INTEGRATED 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATABASE’ (IADB)
OR platform: a virtual research environment to provide integrated access

to the full range of excavation records as a tool for post-excavation research 



COLLABORATIVE WRITING
• With the basic data assembled we collaborative with large teams of 

researchers to develop interpretations

• The IADB also enables Open Access publication and Open Research 

Archiving



LINKING DIGITAL ARCHIVES 

WITH OPEN ACCESS PUBLICATION

• http://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue21/silchester_index.html (2007)

http://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue21/silchester_index.html


ENABLING OPEN RESEARCH

ARCHIVES 

• https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/glastonbury_ahrc_

2014/

The Archaeology Data 

Service: accredited digital 

Repository for UK

Archaeology

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/glastonbury_ahrc_2014/
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2. ENABLING OPEN DATA: RESEARCH ON 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ‘GREY LITERATURE’

• ‘Grey literature’ = unpublished 

reports from developer-funded 

excavations

• Reading Archaeology research 

projects in collaboration with 

commercial archaeology units and 

museums

• Data and analyses made publicly 

available through ADS

• Archives regularly used for new 

research by broad range of users
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Gilchrist and Sloane, 2005
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
archives/view/cemeteries_ahrb_2005/

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/cemeteries_ahrb_2005/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/cemeteries_ahrb_2005/
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2016 2017 2018

The Rural Settlement of 
Roman Britain Project



The Rural Settlement of Roman Britain 

Archaeology Data Service
https://doi.org/10.5284/1030449

https://doi.org/10.5284/1030449
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3. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT & CO-CREATION: 

GLASTONBURY ABBEY ARCHAEOLOGY
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GLASTONBURY ABBEY 

ARCHAEOLOGY:
www.glastonburyabbeyarchaeology.org
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CONCLUSIONS:

ENABLING OPEN RESEARCH

• Collectively, Reading archaeologists have pioneered initiatives that 

promote research rigour, transparency and collaboration:  

• Open platforms for collaborative research processes  (IADB)

• Open Data through publicly accessible digital archives – challenging the 

profession to improve standards of archiving

• Open Access publication – OA monographs and pioneering methods of OA 

publication linked to archives

• Public engagement and co-creation – encouraging non-academic partners 

to share research openly and to experiment with the digital
15


