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A short story about quality assessment

› Cultural geography, 2006
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› Cultural geography, 2006



Rural studies

› For a long time dominated by the concept of social 
construction …

› Also today (but less) still focus on conceptualizing …

› Limited attention for quantitative research …

› Limited attention for rural businesses …

› No attention for mixed methods …



Rural urban

› Do away with the rural as a separate category (as it 
is a gradient between urban and rural (Woods, p.15, 
referring to others)

› Any attempt to … (define the term rural) … is likely to 
be doomed to failure.The transition from urban to 
rural is a gradual … one (Hodge, 1986, p. 271)

› Conclusion 1: the pure rural does not exist and does 
not make sense, but some places are thinner, sparser 
etc. populated than others 



The rural as a social construction

› Useful concept when conceptualizing the rural

› But … not so useful when it comes to descriptive 
approaches

› As Woods states: Neglects the material dimensions of 
the rural condition with impact on rural people

› For quantitative research a descriptive definition of 
the rural is almost inescapable
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Qualitative vs. Quantitative in journals

Journal of Rural Studies Sociologia Ruralis

Qualitative Quantitative/both Qualitative Quantitative/both

2006 24 10 17 1

2016 52 27 24 5



Mixed methods

› … to tackle a research question from any relevant 
angle, making use where appropriate of previous 
research and/or more than one type of investigative 
perspective



Mixed methods

› .. not yet visible in our key journals



Mixed methods

› Maybe not in journal articles, but at least in larger 
projects, at least in Groningen





Quantitative, questionaire, 664 cases
Logistic regression



Qualitative, diary approach, in-depth 
interviews





Qualitative, 15 in-depth interviews



Quantitative, questionaire, logistic 
regression, 260 cases



And also in most of the papers
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Quantitative, in-depth, website analysis, 
observation, mapping



Interviewing on the spot …
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Questionaire, interviews, mental maps
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JOURNAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 2016 
 
The role of change- and stability oriented 
place attachment 
in rural community resilience: 
a case study in south-west 
Scotland 
 
Saskia Zwiers*, Marianna Markantoni and 
Dirk Strijker 
 
Abstract 
Although recent research into resilience acknowledges the importance 
of attachment to place and claims that place is often the basis for community 
development, this relationship has not yet been explored in 
great detail. We research the link between people, place, and community 
resilience by examining and unravelling the role of place attachment 
in rural communities. We address the gap in current research by conducting 
interviews and eliciting mental maps from residents in two 



Mixed methods

› Mixed methods is our standard for many years, no 
matter what assessment committees think about it …
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Quantitative? Data needed

› In many pojects it is helpful to build a database with 
quantitative data

• For own research use

• To make yourself a preferred partner

• Example: citizens initiatives on rural broadband

mm-dd-yy | 22



And now .. Rural businesses

› What do our ‘rural’ journals do about it?
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Rural businesses in our key journals

Journal of Rural Studies Sociologia Ruralis

Businesses Total Businesses Total

2006 0 34 1 18

2016 6 79 0 29



Look also for other journals

› Business journals are busy … tough competition

› Paper very conceptual: Sociologia Ruralis

› Paper focusses on rural: JRS

› Paper focusses on business: small business journals 
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Rural business

› More options (Bosworth)

• Selling a rural product

• Located in the rural

• Serving rural population



Combining Bosworth and Woods…

› Rural business is a broad notion (Bosworth)

› Rural is even more a broad notion, there is a long 
gradient between urban and rural (Woods)

› Close to the rural: thin, less cases …. but there is a lot 
of rural

› This implies that researching rural businesses gives 
you broad opportunities
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› Dirk Strijker

› RUG/FRW Mansholt chair

› d.strijker@rug.nl

› http://www.rug.nl/staff/d.strijker/research
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