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The Promise of Geography 



• Chapters 1-5 are intended as a stimulus for 
promoting informed discussion about the 
discipline and its potential, alternative and 
possible future directions.

• Chapters 6-19 ask us to consider how 
current practice in schools has been arrived 
at and is being influenced at present, and 
encourage us to question how practice 
might change in the future.

• Chapters 20-24 provide discussion of the 
opportunities and challenges that 
professional development, through being 
part of a geography department and wider 
geography community, can present.
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1. Better use of evidence and enhanced criticality 
equip pupils with the knowledge and skills they 
need

2. Subject-specific CPD raises teaching quality most 
effectively:

3. Sustained, collaborative enquiry through teacher 
networks is impactful, particularly when 
supported by external expertise:

(Geographical Association, 2019)

The Promise of Geography 



The Promise of Geography Hill, J. and Jones, M. (2017) Professional Development in Jones, M. ed. (2017) The Handbook of Secondary Geography Sheffield: GA.



The Promise of Geography

The Promise of Geography 

‘There is no single history of 'geography', only a bewildering variety of different, often competing versions of the past’
(Heffernan, 2009, p. 3) 

Regional Geography
Spatial/ Quantitative Revolution (Spatial/Models/Index of …)
Humanistic welfare-oriented (social inequalities, development)
Issues based approaches 
National Curriculum (1991 – 2013)



The Promise of Geography 
‘gaily to immature children to be memorised, quite oblivious of the fact that what they
memorise…can mean mighty little of geography’ (Fairgrieve, 1936, pp. 6-7). 
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“With 1 in every 14 of the  population 
caught up in this ‘inner city’ struggle of 
deprivation it has become one of the most 
serious manifestations of geographical 
inequality in Britain.”
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1988 Education Reform Act 
- language of key stages, levels, programmes of study, 

centralised control of curriculum, a National Curriculum.  

1991
1995 1999

2007
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1997-2010  Personalised learning, Learning to Learn, learning styles, Growth mindsets 

Lucas (2001) suggests  five Rs (Readiness to learn, Resourcefulness, Resilience, Remembering and 
Reflectiveness).

Claxton four Rs (Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and Reciprocal) 
highlights effective learners as : curious, adventurous and questioning;  resilient, determined and 

focused; open-minded, flexible, imaginative and creative; critical, sceptical and analytical;  both 
methodical and opportunistic; reflective, thoughtful and self-evaluative; keen to build on their 
products and performances  and collaborative but also independent (Claxton, 2007, p.117).

2000s Fixed and Growth MindSets
With many schools applying the principles of the theory of ‘Fixed’ and ‘Growth’ Mindsets Dweck 

(2015) revisited her work. 

A ‘Growth Mindset’ equating this with effort alone was a common misconception and while 
important pupils developing a range of learning strategies is required for improving learning.
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Student voice and choice
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With these changes come three important pedagogic considerations: a ‘knowledge-
rich’ curriculum, whole-class teaching and teacher-led instruction’
(DfE, 2018, pp. 4-5)

a) A knowledge-rich curriculum […]emphasises knowledge to be 
remembered and constantly built upon, not merely encountered and 
fleetingly experienced. 

b) Whole-class teaching ensures that each and every child is taught all 
of the core curriculum content, in contrast to some differentiated 
teaching that can narrow the curriculum for lower attaining pupils 
and work against social mobility. Whole-class teaching continues to 
be successful in achieving both high standards and high equity in 
jurisdictions in the far east, including the mastery approach in 
mathematics where all pupils master key content before they move 
on to more complex material. 

c)   Teacher-led instruction: Studies have shown that students who have 
been taught through teacher-led instruction perform at least as well or 
outperform their peers who were taught using an enquiry-based 
approach. This is also highlighted in the PISA 2015 study , where 
researchers found that teacher-led approaches in science were 
associated strongly with pupil success in contrast with more enquiry-
based or ‘child-centred’ approaches
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‘teachers and schools must engage energetically and critically 
with the purposes of education and with questions about what 
to teach as well as how to teach.’ 

We note: through its concept of ‘curriculum making’, the GA 
argues that teachers play a pivotal role in ensuring that the 
curriculum engages children and young people in a ‘lifelong 
conversation about the earth as the home of human kind’ (A 
Different View, p.5) and that to achieve this, teachers –
regardless of the age group they teach – need to hold three 
considerations in balance at all times: 
- the lives and curiosities of learners;
- the geographical content of lessons (what they are 

teaching);
- choices and decisions about how to teach; 
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‘Its structure and content must do far more than 
facilitate success in tests and examinations, important 
though this is for life chances, further study and 
employment. Instead, the curriculum must enable 
children and young people to think independently and
systematically, to discern the reliability of knowledge 
and argument and to learn how to make their own 
choices about how to live.’

‘We propose these ideas as being more useful than 
imprecise notions of the cultural capital needed to 
‘succeed in life’.’ 

‘ […] but through the way teachers implement the 
curriculum. This process rests both on the curriculum 
and pedagogical knowledge and thinking of the teacher’ 
(GA, 2019, p.1)



The marginalisation of imagination 

‘Assessment is an essential component of any 
purposeful geographical education but there is a 
danger that it will lead to reductionist approaches 
in which examination and tests come to dominate 
the curriculum. It is all too tempting to teach to 
the test, either consciously or unconsciously, 
particularly given the current emphasis on league 
tables, compliance and accountability. In these 
circumstances creativity and imagination tend to 
be marginalised’ (GA, 2019)
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Discourse of Neuroeducation, Cognitive load theory - applied to classroom 
practice e.g. knowledge organisers, interleaving, daily reviews















(Rosenshine, 2002, p.19)
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4. How can we become more research literate?  



1. What does the abstract tell 
us?
-context
-methodology
-methods
-sample size
-purpose
-outcomes
-reliability, validity and 
generalisability  

2. What questions does this 
raise for you in the context of 
becoming a teacher?
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The Promise of Geography
- What is geography? ( learning about…learning to …)
- How can we learn geography? ( learning through….)
- What are we learning geography for? ( learning for …..)
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