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Just as none of us is outside or beyond geography, 
none of us is completely free from the struggle over 
geography.

Edward Said
Culture and Imperialism

1993:7

Edward Said 1935-2003



How are you shaped by colonialism?



What have you eaten today?



I do not know if coffee and 
sugar are essential to the 
happiness of Europe, but I do 
know that these products 
have accounted for the 
unhappiness of two great 
regions of the world: America 
has been de-populated so as 
to have land on which to plant 
them; Africa has been 
depopulated so as to have the 
people to cultivate them..

“Europe supported by Africa and America” 
William Blake (1796), engraving

J.H. Bernardin de Saint Pierre 1737-1814
Voyage to Isle de France, Isle de Bourbon, The 
Cape of Good Hope…With New Observations on 
Nature and Mankind by an Officer of the King
Vol.1 (1773)



(Lewis and Maslin, 2015: 174)

GSSP: Global Stratotype Section and Point
aka: ‘golden spike’



50m human deaths in Americas
28m human deaths in Africa



Inhale



(Lewis and Maslin, 2015: 174)















‘free entry’ 

Muir, G. 2011.
http://convergencejournal.ca/archives/271 















How can global governance & geopolitics not perpetuate colonial legacies?



Post/colonial
post

• can refer to temporal stages of historical change

But, importantly,

• Colonial processes are important determinants of the contemporary world. 

• Colonialism and imperialism are not simply behind us.

Postcolonial – a way of thinking about the scope of our coloniality.

Mary Louise Pratt
“In the neo-colony”, Coloniality at Large

Duke University Press (2008 p.460)



Postcolonial Challenge

…not only to explore and explain the dominant
writings and theories about historically colonized
peoples in terms of their contribution to global
inequity and oppression, but also to rewrite
history from the point of view of the colonized,
rather than that of the colonizer.

Paul Robbins

Political Ecology

2004: 64-5
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