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' For  the authority  of  the rol l  is  such that  no man is  a l lowed to

dispute it  or  a lter  i t ' :  Trust,  Accountabi l ity  and Authority

Between Memor y and Written Record in  The Dialogue of  the

Exchequer  (Dialogus de Scaccario)

The Dia logue of  the Exchequer  (Dia logus de Scarracio) ,  an  ‘ insider ’s
hand book ’  for  the workings of  the cour t  of  the exchequer  produced in  the
1 170s,  possesses i ts  own immense legacy amongst  histor ians of  the
twelfth  and thir teenth centur ies  (Clanchy,  2013) .  Indeed,  i t  has  proved
essentia l  to  administrat ive  histor ians with  an interest  in  royal
bureaucracy but  should  a lso be indispensable  to  anyone cur ious in  the
changing place of  memor y in  medieval  society  dur ing the twelfth  and
thir teenth centur ies.  Unsurpris ingly  therefore,  i t  features prominently
throughout  Michael  Clanchy ’s  From Memor y to  Written Record:  England,
1066-1307 (2013)  and his  argument  that  from the eleventh to  four teenth
centur y  England experienced a  shift  from a  re l iance on memor y (based on
oral i ty )  to  written documentat ion (based on l i teracy) .  As  par t  of  h is  study,
Clanchy innovatively  paid  some attention to  the role  of  trust  in  this
transformation in  society,  later  prompting others  to  pursue the theme of
‘trust  in  writ ing ’  (Schulte,  2008) .  However,  the place of  trust  in  The
Dialogue of  the Exchequer  remains understudied,  often only  featur ing
cursori ly  in  studies  with  a  greater  interest  in  accountabi l i ty,  the two
frequently  opposed to  one another  (e.g.  Sabapathy,  2014) .  With  the
insights  provided by  recent  studies  of  trust  in  the Middle  Ages and
growing body of  theoret ical  l i terature on trust  though,  the place of  trust
in  The Dia logue of  the Exchequer  is  ready for  a  fresh appraisal ,  especial ly
as  i t  re lates to  the place of  memor y and writ ing in  this  exceptional  text
(Forrest,  2018) .  My paper  therefore wi l l  examine the interrelat ionship
between trust,  accountabi l i ty,  and authority  in  the treatment  of  memor y
and the written record in  The Dia logue of  the Exchequer.  

A l a s ta i r  i s  a  Pa r t-Ti m e  P h D  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  B i r m i n g h a m  w h e re
h e  c o m p l ete d  h i s  M A  M e d i eva l  S t u d i e s  a n d  BA  H i s to r y.  
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Inheritance Disputes and Social  Memor y in  the Insular

Plantagenet  World
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How did  local  reputat ions and pol i t ics  col l ide in  inheritance disputes?
This  paper  wi l l  examine the strategies  which could  be employed to
navigate the complexit ies  of  legal  jur isdict ion and local  custom in  the
Plantagenet  World  and we how might  approach the place of  fami ly  and
memor y in  Plantagenet  Pol i t ics.   
Pr ivate pet it ioning provided a  mechanism by  which subjects  of  the
Plantagenet  k ings could  br ing their  complaints  before par l iament  to  be
heard direct ly  by  the k ing,  counci l ,  House of  Lords or  commons thereby
bypassing local  judicia l  systems which were often corrupt  and under  the
control  of  power ful  local  magnates,  their  fami l ies  and their  retainers.   
Through an examination of  pr ivate pet it ioning as  a  weapon of  pol i t ical
disputat ion the paper  wi l l  br idge the gap between scholarship  which has
focused on the par l iamentar y  frameworks of  pet it ioning and scholarship
which has considered the impor tance of  socia l  memor y in  legal  and
pol it ical  d isputat ion.  In  par t icular  i t  wi l l  draw attention to  a  select ion of
thir teenth and four teenth centur y  pet it ions which demonstrate the
various tropes of  delegit imisat ion which could  brought  out  in  these cases,
al legat ions of  bastardy,  a l ien or igin  and forger y.   
Ult imately  this  paper  wi l l  demonstrate that  at  the hear t  of  a l l  of  these
disputes was a  batt le  of  wi l ls  over  the materia l  pol i t ical  benefits  as  wel l
as  more widespread fami l ia l  legacies  and pol i t ical  legit imacy.  

J o s h  C o u l t h a rd  ( h e / h i m )  i s  a  d o c to ra l  c a n d i d a te  a t  E d g e  H i l l  U n i ve r s i t y,  h i s
fo c u s  i s  o n  t h e  i m p o r ta n c e  of  i n h e r i ta n c e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u re  of  t h e
i n s u l a r  P l a n ta g e n et  Wo r l d  b et we e n  1 2 0 0  a n d  1 4 0 0 .  H i s  i n te re s t s  i n c l u d e  t h e
tex t u a l i t y  of  l a w,  c ro ss  b o rd e r  n et wo r ks ,  a n d  i n te r s e c t i o n s  of  g e n d e r  a n d
et h n i c i t y  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u re.  H a v i n g  c o m p l ete d  h i s  M A  i n  M e d i eva l  S t u d i e s
a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  Yo r k ,  h e  i s  n ow  b a s e d  a t  E d g e  H i l l  U n i ve r s i t y  a n d  i s
s u p e r v i s e d  by  L i n d y  B ra d y  a n d  E m i l y  W i n k l e r  ( S t  E d m u n d ’s  H a l l  O x fo rd )  H e  i s
a l s o  t h e  c o - c o nve n o r  of  t h e  N o r t h  We s t  M e d i eva l  S t u d i e s  Po s tg ra d  R e a d i n g
G ro u p .



Stanislav Mereminsky
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Between chroni cle  and f lori legium: construct ing  a  memora ble

classical  pas t  in  Ralp h de Diceto' s  A b b r e v i a t i o n e s  c h r o n i c a r u m
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Ralph de Diceto (d.  1 199) ,  archdeacon and l ater  dean of  St  Pa ul 's  Cathedral  in
London,  was one of  the most  prominent  En gl ish  chroniclers  of  the ear ly
Angevin  age.  His  work,  d iv ided into  two par ts  (Abbreviat io  chronicarum and
Ymagines histor iarum)  presents  one of  the most  ambit ious at tempts in
medieval  Europe to  turn histor ical  wr i t i n g i nto  a  d iscipl ine wit h  i ts  own
methods and goals.  Ralph,  who studi ed  in  Par is  and was heavi l y  inf luenced by
Hugh of  St  Victor 's  ideas,  presented hi mself  as  an  h eir  to  t he l ong tradit ion
of  histor iographers  reaching back to  var ious c lassical  authors,  from
Pompeius Trogus to  Cassiodorus.   
However,  unt i l  now,  the issue of  Ralph's  ut i l i zat ion  of  c l assica l  aut hors  and
the image of  ancient  histor y  presented in  h i s  work  h as not  been specif ical ly
examined.  A  comparison of  the three known versions of  Ralph's  opus ( found
in  two London manuscripts  Lambeth 8,  Cotton Claudius E. i i i ,  a nd a  copy
previously  unnoticed by  researchers  and unused  i n  a l l  edit ions up to  date—
Leiden Voss.  lat .  F.50)  demonstrates that  most  l ikel y  ea ch of  them is
independently  der ived from a  worki ng autograph.  This  concl usion a l lows us
to reconstruct  Ralph's  working methods.  I t  appears  that  Ral ph assembled a
col lect ion of  excerpts  from classical  authors,  which he combined in  var ious
ways in  the sur viv ing manuscripts,  e i ther  by  a lter ing  his  ideas about  the
optimal  structure of  the composit i on or  by  adapti ng to  t he t astes of  the
intended recipients  of  these copies.  Consequen tly,  the f inal  result  in  this
par t  of  Ralph's  work  represents  somethi ng aki n  to  a  LEGO set,  reveal ing
simi lar it ies  both with  the tradit i onal  c hroni cle  and wit h  t he genre of  the
f lor i legium.

S ta n i s l a v  g ra d u a te d  i n  2 0 0 2  f ro m  M o s c ow  S ta te  U n i ve r s i t y  ( M A  p a p e r  o n  H e n r y
of  H u n t i n g d o n,  l a te r  p u b l i s h e d  a  f u l l  R u ss i a n  t ra n s l a t i o n  of  ' H i s to r i a
A n g l o r u m' ) .  H e  s u b m i t te d  P h D  a t  t h e  s a m e  u n i ve r s i t y  i n  2 0 0 6  ( s u b j e c t  ' Fo rg i n g
of  t h e  E n g l i s h  h i s to r i c a l  t ra d i t i o n,  c.  1 0 6 6  -  c.  1 0 5 4' ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  2 01 6  a s
m o n o g ra p h ) .  H e  wo r ke d  a s  a  re s e a rc h e r  a t  t h e  I n s t i t u te  of  Wo r l d  H i s to r y,
R u ss i a n  Ac a d e m y  of  S c i e n c e  ( 2 01 0 - 2 0 2 2 )  a n d  a ss o c i a te  p rofe ss o r  a t  R u ss i a n
Ac a d e m y  of  N a t i o n a l  E c o n o m y  a n d  P u b l i c  Ad m i n i s t ra t i o n  i n  M o s c ow  ( 2 01 6 -
2 0 2 2 ) .   S i n c e  2 0 2 2  h e  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s c h o l a r  l i v i n g  i n  Ta l l i n n
( E s to n i a ) .
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Olfactor y Heritage:  Remembering the Medieval  in  Museums  
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Modern-day museum interpretat ion increasingly  ut i l ises  scent  to  a id
vis itor  understanding,  engagement,  accessibi l i ty  and memor y.  However,
the meaningfulness and usefulness of  such inter ventions are  often
scrut inised.   
This  in-person paper  asks how smel l  can help  us  engage authentical ly  with
the medieval  past  and in  turn produce new know ledge and understanding;
examining two case studies  that  ut i l ise  smel l  to  help  v is itors  engage with
medieval  h istor y:  the Jor vik  Vik ing Centre  in  York,  and the Br it ish
Librar y ’s  Medieval  Women exhibit ion.   
F irst ,  medieval  and modern understandings of  smel l  are  considered
through the lenses of  phenomenology and cultural  anthropology,
suggesting the changing s ignif icance of  odour  and olfact ion through t ime.
Within  this  frame,  the smel lscapes and v is itor  experiences of  Jor vik  and
Medieval  Women are compared,  evaluat ing methods of  sensor y
engagement  and identify ing smel l  as  a  form of  medieval ism that  helps  us
connect  with  our  tangible  and intangible  her itage.

C l a ra  i s  a  C H AS E -f u n d e d  d o c to ra l  re s e a rc h e r  a t  B i r k b e c k .  H e r  P h D  p ro j e c t ,
R e a d i n g  S c e n t  i n  M e d i eva l  E n g l a n d,  exa m i n e s  c u l t u ra l  a t t i t u d e s  towa rd s
s m e l l  i n  M i d d l e  E n g l i s h  tex t s  a n d  m a te r i a l  c u l t u re.  T h ro u g h  C H AS E ,  s h e  h a s
re c e n t l y  c o m p l ete d  a  p l a c e m e n t  a t  t h e  N a t u ra l  H i s to r y  M u s e u m ,  wo r k i n g
w i t h  t h e  E x h i b i t i o n s  a n d  Ga l l e r i e s  te a m  o n  ex h i b i t i o n  d eve l o p m e n t  a n d
ref i n i n g  re s e a rc h  p ra c t i c e.
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The Myth of  Greek Memor y in  Central  I taly:  A Fragment from a

14th centur y Student  Grammar
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This  paper  examines the 14th-centur y  manuscript  fragment  B7 from the
Bibl ioteca Comunale  Leonj  d i  Todi  in  central  I ta ly  as  a  case study for
medieval  I ta l ian  construction of  c lassical  Greek memor y and authority  in
formal  education.   
B7  includes a  unique select ion of  Greek paradigm char ts  and declension
practice and was later  reused as  a  book cover  at  an unknown date.  I t  is
l ikely  a  personal ized copy of  a  university  student ’s  e lementar y  Greek
grammar ut i l ized at  one of  the central  I ta l ian  universit ies  such as  the
nearby Universit ies  of  Perugia,  Camerino,  and Macerata  that  included
ancient  Greek language study in  their  c lassiciz ing curr iculum since the
12th centur y.  By  the t ime of  B7 ’s  composit ion,  such study increased
drast ical ly  in  popular ity  as  Byzantine envoys and refugees brought
classical  lexica  to  I ta ly.  This  fragment  exempl if ies  the power ful  impact  of
the c lassical  past  on medieval  education with  both mythological  and
l inguist ic  authority.  B7 ’s  later  excis ion from its  or ig inal  manuscript  and
reuse as  a  cover  for  another,  now lost,  book,  indicates a  desire  to  display
its  contents.  Perhaps the dismemberer  understood no Greek at  a l l  thanks
to his  select ion of  a  b ifol ium which contains  only  basic  Greek vocabular y.
However,  he may have recognized the characters  as  Greek and hoped that
its  d isplay  would  associate  him with  the learnedness and prest ige of
Greek language in  I ta ly.   
B7  thus exempl if ies  a  fascinat ing adaptat ion of  Greek cultural  identity  and
memor y in  medieval  I ta ly,  f i rst  from the fragment ’s  or ig inal  composit ion
by an I ta l ian  student  wishing to  master  ancient  Greek to  a  d ismemberer ’s
desire  to  present  himself  as  a  Greek speaker,  regardless of  h is  actual
language comprehension.  The paper  engages with  the textual
transmission and adaptat ion of  ancient  Greek as  wel l  as  the cultural
legacy of  c lassical  Greece in  medieval  I ta ly.
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Antiquity  Revisited:  A Study of  (Re)interpreting Ancient  Gems

as Seals  in  Medieval  Britain
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Gemstones depict ing mythical  and ever yday- l i fe  scenes or  magical  motifs
played a  s ignif icant  ro le  in  ancient  cultures from the Bronze Age onwards.
In  medieval  Br ita in,  par t icular ly  from the mid-12th to  the 14th centur ies,
sur viv ing gems were reset  into  engraved metal  mounts  (matr ices)  to  ser ve
as seals.  This  study explores the integrat ion of  ancient  gems into
Christ ian culture in  Br itain;  i t  examines how the medieval  e l i te,  who had
access to  these ant ique precious stones,  interpreted these objects.   
Drawing upon an extensive corpus of  two object  types—122 medieval  metal
mounts  set  with  gems and 210 wax seal  impressions made using such
matr ices—the research employs two main methods.  The matr ices were
often augmented with  inscr ipt ions referencing owners'  names,  mottoes,
or  re l ig ious ideas.  First ,  we examine those i tems where a  connection may
exist  between the legend and the image on the gem.  Second,  we explore
lapidar ies—texts  that  describe the magical  proper t ies  of  specif ic  stones
and images.  Ancient  gem-lore was transmitted to  the Arabs and later  to
the Christ ian world,  sur viv ing in  numerous transcripts.  By  analyz ing
lapidar ies,  we aim to  understand how these texts  inf luenced people 's
choices in  select ing and reusing ancient  gems.    
Our  f indings reveal  that  interpretat ions var ied between Christ ian and
pagan perspectives,  yet  a l l  these ancient  gems shared a  common
purpose:  reviv ing and highl ight ing ant iquity 's  g lor y.  

Ad é l  Te r n ová c z  i s  a  P h D  c a n d i d a te  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  C l a ss i c s  a t  t h e
U n i ve r s i t y  of  R e a d i n g ,  w h e re  h e r  p ro j e c t  i s  f u n d e d  by  t h e  u n i ve r s i t y 's
I n te r n a t i o n a l  P h D  S t u d e n t s h i p .  H e r  re s e a rc h  fo c u s e s  o n  t h e  re - u s e  of
a n c i e n t  g e m s  a s  s e a l s  i n  m e d i eva l  B r i ta i n  b et we e n  t h e  l a te  1 2 t h  a n d  1 4 t h
c e n t u r i e s .  S h e  e a r n e d  h e r  BA  i n  H i s to r y  a n d  M A  i n  C l a ss i c a l  A rc h a e o l o g y
f ro m  E ö t vö s  L o r á n d  U n i ve r s i t y,  Bu d a p e s t ,  a n d  a l s o  h o l d s  a  M a s te r ’s  d e g re e
i n  M u s e u m  M a n a g e m e n t  f ro m  t h e  M o h o l y- N a g y  U n i ve r s i t y  of  A r t  a n d  D e s i g n,
Bu d a p e s t .



The Afterl ife  of  Books:  Remembering and

Reinventing Medieval  Manuscripts.  A Roundtable.
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“Re-Mediat ing the Ear ly  Book:  Pasts  and Futures”  (REBPAF)  is  an MSC A
Doctoral  Training Network that  invest igates different  aspects  of  the
histor y  of  the book,  par t icular ly  focusing on histor ical  contexts  when the
media  of  books is  being renegotiated.  
This  roundtable  seeks to  explore the after l i fe  of  medieval  books,  how they
were perceived,  remembered and misremembered by  book ar t isans,
owners  and col lectors  in  the centur ies  after  the Middle  Ages.  Whether  in
the f i fteenth centur y,  when the legacy of  the aesthetics  of  the medieval
book can be seen in  ear ly  pr int ing (and the legacy of  the pr inted book can
be seen,  sometimes,  in  manuscripts) ;  or  in  the nineteenth centur y,  when
book col lectors  seeked out  pieces in  the context  of  a  medieval  revival ;
and up to  the present  day,  when medieval  codices and fragments populate
the catalogues of  auction houses.  
  
Speaker  1:  Melania  Marra (University  of  Al icante)  
Melania's  project  focuses on the Occitan translat ion of  the Legenda Aurea,
with  the aim of  demonstrat ing i ts  c lose relat ion with  the Catalan
translat ion.  I t  a lso  examines how this  same Catalan text  evolves in  i ts
transit ion from manuscript  to  pr int  dur ing the 15th  and 16th  centur ies.  
 
Speaker  2:  Laurie  Hoeben (University  of  Zurich)  
Laurie ’s  project  focuses on the transit ion from manuscript  to  pr int  in
France.  I t  a ims to  c lar i fy  what  changes were made in  this  transit ion with
special  attention on modif icat ions in  layout,  rubr icat ion and t i t les.  In
par t icular,  i t  is  concerned with  Ar thurian novels  publ ished by  the Par is ian
éditeur- l ibraire  Antoine Vérard in  the late  15th  and ear ly  16th  centur y.  
 
Speaker  3:  Kai la  Yankelevich (University  of  Bristol)  
Kai la ’s  project  focuses on manuscripts  produced in  England,  shor t ly  after
the introduction of  pr int ,  which are  copies  of  pr inted books or  take
inspirat ion from the pr inted aesthetic.  I t  especial ly  dwel ls  on manuscripts
that  are  copies  of  pr ints  by  Wi l l iam Caxton or  h is  successor,  Wynkyn de
Worde.



Speaker  4:  Sara D’Amico (University  of  Al icante)  
Sara ’s  project  focuses on sel l ing  rare  books in  England between the 19th
and 20th centur ies,  dur ing the Golden Age of  book col lect ing.  The way
manuscripts  and ear ly  books were valued profoundly  changed during this
period and the new canons of  value can be seen in  the way books were
described in  catalogues,  adver t ised in  newspapers  and sold  at  auction at
sky-high pr ices,  u lt imately  inf luencing the way we perceive and preser ve
those books today.  
 
Speaker  5:  Marika Fox (University  of  Antwerp)  
Marika ’s  project  focuses on publ ic  perception of  the value of  manuscripts
and ear ly  pr inted books,  with  auction pr ices ser ving as  a  proxy  for
perceived wor th.  The main  goal  of  the project  is  to  develop a
computat ional  model  that  can predict  these pr ices,  and uncover  new
information about  the main  factors  that  shape people ’s  desire  for  these
items.



Fergus Holmes-Stanley

University  of  Glasgow

Cruithnich cid  dusforglaim: Remembering the Picts  in  late

medieval  I reland
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In  this  paper,  I  wi l l  explore the relat ionship  between Pict ish or igines
gentium and the sur vival  of  narrat ive  culture in  the Middle  Ages.  Previous
approaches to  Pict ish or igines gentium have sought  to  extract  and
classify  sect ions of  mater ia l  and present  them as cr it ical  edit ions.  This
approach,  however,  undermines the f lu idity  of  medieval  narrat ive  culture
and ignores the impl icat ions of  sur vivorship  bias.  In  order  to  mit igate
these issues,  this  paper  wi l l  propose a  new framework for  analysing
origines gentium that  understands the manuscripts  as  act ive,  in  that  they
are snapshots  of  a  wide and ever-changing intel lectual  mi l ieu that  was
intr insical ly  shaped by  scr ibal  act iv ity.  I  argue that  this  can be done by
f irst  breaking up the extant  mater ia l  into  narremes –  units  of  narrat ive
information –  that  can be inser ted into  a  database.  This  database
represents  a  more hol ist ic  insight  into  the concepts  at  the scr ibe ’s
disposal .  Therefore,  a l lowing us  to  effect ively  see how narremes change
and where scr ibal  agency has been used to  either  reduce or  expand
narrat ive  content  which wi l l  in  turn  a l low us to  suggest  what  can be
considered ‘core ’  and ‘marginal ’  narremic materia l .  Moreover,  using this
data,  I  wi l l  show how network graphs can be used to  highl ight  the
interconnectiv ity  of  narremes.  Thus,  emphasising how the narremes
formed par t  of  an invis ib le  network of  narrat ive  events  that  are  only
par t ia l ly  preser ved in  the manuscript  record.  This  new approach to
analysing Pict ish or igines gentium wi l l  present  a  more scr ibal-focused
explorat ion of  the legends that  is  essentia l  due to  the lack of  sur viv ing
materia l .

F e r g u s  H o l m e s - S t a n l e y  ( h e / h i m )  i s  a  S G S A H - f u n d e d  P h D  s t u d e n t  w o r k i n g  o n
m e d i e v a l  P i c t i s h  o r i g i n  l e g e n d s .  H i s  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  m e d i e v a l  I n s u l a r
h i s t o r i o g r a p h y ,  d i g i t a l  m e t h o d s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m a n u s c r i p t s  a s  a r t e f a c t s ,
a n d  s c r i b e - f o c u s e d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  H a v i n g  c o m p l e t e d
h i s  M P h i l  i n  A n g l o - S a x o n ,  N o r s e  a n d  C e l t i c  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a m b r i d g e ,
F e r g u s  i s  n o w  b a s e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G l a s g o w  a n d  i s  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  D r  J o
T u c k e r  a n d  P r o f .  D a u v i t  B r o u n .  
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“It  is  better  to  die  in  one’s  native land than to  achieve fame in  a

foreign one”:  khan Otrok’s  memor y and the Polovtsian identity
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This  paper  deals  with  the process of  the Polovtsi ans ’  ( t he Cuma ns’ )  memor y
loss and i ts  recover y  and restor i ng thei r  i den ti ty.  According  to  the Pr imar y
Chronicle  kniaz ’  Sviatopol k  I I  (d.1 1 13 )  and hi s  cousin  knia z ’  Vol odymyr  I I
Monomakh (d.1 125)  defeated the Pol ovtsi an s ( t he Cuma ns) ,  l ed  by  khan
Sharukan and his  son khan Otrok in  1 1 1 1 .  Thi s  b att le  appea red to  be one of
the most  successful  mi l i tar y  expedit i ons for  Rusi an r ul ers  a g ainst  the
nomads.  Rusian leaders  forced them to  migrate to  the Ea st  and South-East
of  Rusian pr incipal i t ies.   
By  the year  1201,  the Hal ic ian-Volynian Chronic le  pra ises knia z ’  Roman
(d.1205) ,  ru ler  of  Halych and Volynia,  compari n g hi m to  his  a ncestor  kniaz ’
Volodymyr  I I  Monomakh,  and focuses on hi s  successful  mi l i t a r y  ca mpaigns
against  the Polovtsians hundred years  ear l i er.  The episode in  t he chronicle
appears  to  be a  par t  of  the Polovtsian song,  whic h was integ rated into  the
Rusian medieval  chronicle.  The episod e describes khan Ot rok in  exi le  in  the
Kingdom of  Georgia  after  the batt le  of  1 1 1 1 .  Accord i ng to  t he episode,  khan
Otrok was unsuccessful ly  st imulated by  bard  Or  to  ret urn to  their  nat ive
steppe after  the death of  their  main  enemy,  Volody my r  I I  Monomakh,  –  in
1 125.  However,  only  after  a  specif i c  r i tual  bard  Or  managed to  remind khan
Otrok who he was,  recover  khan ’s  memor y,  and persua de him to  ret urn to  his
nat ive  land.   
F irst ly,  the process of  memor y loss  and i ts  recover y  wi l l  be  analyzed
according to  the Memor y  Theor y.  Secondly,  t he Polovtsians ’  identity  wi l l  be
studied based on the Identity  Theor y.  The focus wi l l  be  on the role  of
emotions,  which inf luenced the process of  khan ’s  sel f-ver if icat ion.  The
analysis  of  khan ’s  emotions based on t he epi sode wi l l  be  helpf ul  to  better
understand ‘the role  expectat ions ’ ,  commit ment  and  col l ect ive  bonds among
the Polovtsians in  the context  of  Rusian- Polovt sian cont act s.  Final ly,  the
role  of  environment  wi l l  be  carr i ed  out  accordi ng to  the Sit uated Identity
Theor y  as  khan Otrok led his  horde to  t he Ki ngdom of  Georgia  a nd back to
their  ‘nat ive  land ’  later  on,  which shaped thei r  col lect ive  identity.

A n d r i i  i s  a  P h D  Ca n d i d a te  i n  t h e  I n s t i t u te  of  H i s to r y  f ro m  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of
H ra d e c  K ra l ove,  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c.



Jonathan Schiesaro

Trinity  Col lege Dubl in

Publ ic  and Private Memor y-Making in  Late Medieval  I taly:
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This  paper  invest igates the interplay  between publ ic  and pr ivate memor y-
making in  late  medieval  I ta ly,  emphasiz ing the f lu id  boundaries  between
textual  genres in  the construction of  both col lect ive  and indiv idual
memories.  Focusing on case studies  from Venice and Florence,  the
research explores how societ ies  with  differ ing concentrat ions of  ego-
documents and publ ic  records approached the formation of  memor y.  In
Venice,  where ego-documents are  scarce,  publ ic  records such as
ambassadoria l  repor ts  ( the so-cal led relazioni )  often ser ved a  dual
purpose,  functioning not  only  as  instruments of  statecraft ,  but  a lso as
vehicles  for  pr ivate memor y construction.  In  contrast,  F lorence –  a  c ity
renowned for  i ts  wealth  of  pr ivate memoria l  wr it ings –  produced fami l ia l
records and personal  memoirs  that  frequently  transcended their
immediate context  to  shape broader  publ ic  narrat ives.  By  juxtaposing
these two urban contexts,  the paper  reveals  how genres tradit ional ly
associated with  either  publ ic  or  pr ivate spheres could  take on over lapping
roles  in  the shaping of  memor y and legacy.  This  analysis  engages with
cr it ical  debates on cultural  memor y in  medieval  I ta ly,  including James
Grubb’s  obser vat ions on the relat ive  absence of  pr ivate memoirs  in  Venice
and Judde de Lar iv ière ’s  identif icat ion of  ego-documentar y  e lements in
Venetian ambassadoria l  repor ts.  I t  fur ther  underscores the impor tance of
textual  hybr idity  in  br idging indiv idual  and communal  identit ies,  offer ing a
nuanced perspective on how memor y pract ices were employed to
inf luence both contemporar y  and future perceptions of  the past.  

J o n a t h a n  S c h i e s a ro  i s  a n  I r i s h  R e s e a rc h  C o u n c i l  re s e a rc h  fe l l ow  a t  Tr i n i t y
C o l l e g e  Du b l i n.  H e  e a r n e d  h i s  P h D  f ro m  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  Z u r i c h,  w h e re  h e
wo r ke d  o n  a  p ro j e c t  f u n d e d  by  t h e  S w i ss  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  Fo u n d a t i o n,  a n d
c o n d u c te d  re s e a rc h  a t  t h e  Du tc h  I n s t i t u te  fo r  A r t  H i s to r y  i n  F l o re n c e.  H i s
re s e a rc h  i n te re s t s  p r i m a r i l y  fo c u s  o n  R e n a i ss a n c e  a r t  t re a t i s e s ,  p r i va te
w r i t i n gs ,  a n d  F l o re n t i n e  h i s to r i o g ra p hy.  H i s  m a i n  wo r k  i s  t h e  b o o k  Ba c c i o
Ba n d i n e l l i  e  l e  a n a to m i e  d e g l i  s c a r ta fa c c i .  I l  l i b ro  d e l  d i s e g n o,  l ’a rc h i v i o  d i
fa m i g l i a  e  l a  q u e s t i o n e  d e l  “ M e m o r i a l e ”  ( B e r l i n :  D e  G r u y te r,  2 0 23 )  
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Women,  memory,  and the bl issful  hereafter:  The salvational

power of  remembering the dead in  the Middle  Ages
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I f  l i fe,  to  medieval  Chr ist ians,  was a  path to  salvat ion,  memor y was the
foundation upon which that  path was bui l t .  Human memor y,  as  understood
in  the Middle  Ages,  was an imper fect  ref lect ion of  the a l l-knowing (and a l l-
remembering)  d iv ine,  b inding the present  to  the past  as  wel l  as  offer ing
gl impses into  the eternal  hereafter  of  spir i tual  salvat ion.  I t  was through
memor y that  the dead remained present  among the l iv ing,  invoking
anxiet ies  about  the spir i tual  welfare  of  depar ted loved ones.  In  fact,  souls
in  the after l i fe  depended on remembrances among the l iv ing to  ease their
journey to  paradise,  and women in  par t icular  tended to  take up the
responsibi l i ty  of  preser ving fami ly  memoria.  With  a  focus on thir teenth-
and four teenth-centur y  I ta ly  and drawing especial ly  from medieval  I ta l ian
l i terar y  works such as  those penned by  Dante Al ighier i  and Giovanni
Boccaccio,  this  paper  explores the salv if ic  value of  memor y in  the Middle
Ages and specif ical ly  women’s  perceived role  as  ‘memor y special ists ’  and
caretakers  for  depar ted souls.  As  medieval  Chr ist ians became
increasingly  fear ful  of  the purgator ia l  punishments await ing most  souls
upon death,  new imaginings of  the after l i fe  promoted an emphasis  on
spousal  intercession and a  wife ’s  duty  to  care for  the depar ted souls  of
fami ly  members and especial ly  of  her  husband as  a  form of  ‘spir i tual
housekeeping beyond the grave. ’

C o u r t n ey  A .  Ba r te r- C o l c o rd  i s  a  P h. D.  Ca n d i d a te  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of
H i s to r y  f ro m  P r i n c eto n  U n i ve r s i t y.
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Classical  myth constitutes one of  the most  consistent  and complex legacies
from the c lassical  and pagan l i terature,  which the Middle  Ages never
abandoned.  I t  was transformed and adapted to  his  culture and sensibi l i t ies,  and
made the subject  of  Christ ian a l legorical  interpretat ions,  pr imari ly  through
moral is ing works such as  the Petrus Berchorius ’s  Ovidius  Moral izatus.  This
phenomenon is  evident  in  Dante ’s  Commedia,  where the myth is  frequently
mentioned to  a l legorical ly  convey Christ ian meanings,  yet,  as  Robson argues,  i t
never  ser ves as  a  vehicle  for  attaining know ledge.  This  tendency under went  a
complete renovation in  Boccaccio’s  works.  In  h is  writ ings,  myth assumes a
central  ro le  to  pursuit  of  know ledge.  For  instance,  in  Caccia  di  Diana,  myth
emerges as  a  protagonist  on the path to  understanding,  whi le  in  Genealogia
deorum genti l ium the study of  myth i tself  becomes a  gateway to  know ledge,  as
highl ighted by  Cerbo.  
To better  understand this  restorat ion and i ts  impact  on the European culture,  i t
is  valuable  to  analyse how it  occurred and how the relat ionship  with  myth
evolved from Dante to  Boccaccio,  focusing on i ts  d irect  appl icat ion within
l i terar y  text.  In  order  to  comprehend i t ,  the present  paper  a ims to  explore the
role  of  the myth and i ts  interpretat ions in  the Commedia  and in  the most
relevant  Boccaccio’s  works,  whi le  a lso examining the sources ut i l ised by  the
two authors.  This  analysis  wi l l  underscore the pivotal  ro le  of  Boccaccio  dur ing
this  crucia l  moment  for  the l i terar y  histor y.  Moreover,  i t  wi l l  offer  a  better
comprehension of  the medieval  connections with  the past,  as  wel l  as  our
contemporar y  re lat ionship  with  ant iquity  and cultural  her itage.

B e re n i c e  Da n i e l e  i s  a  f i r s t  ye a r  P h D  c a n d i d a te  a t  Tr i n i t y  C o l l e g e  Du b l i n.  H e re
re s e a rc h  i n te re s t  c o m p re h e n d  G i ova n n i  B o c c a c c i o,  H u m a n i s m ,  c l a ss i c s ’  re c e pt i o n
i n  M i d d l e  Ag e s  a n d  H u m a n i s m  a n d  Da n te a n  S t u d i e s .  B e re n i c e ’s  re s e a rc h  o b j e c t i ve
i s  to  exa m i n e  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  O v i d  wa s  u s e d  a s  s o u rc e  i n  B o c c a c c i o’s
G e n e a l o g i a  a n d  h ow  i t  i n te ra c t s  w i t h  t h e  C l a ss i c a l  s o u rc e s  a n d  M e d i eva l  s o u rc e s .
T h i s  t y p e  of  re s e a rc h  a i m s  to  i d e n t i f y  ev i d e n c e  o n  t h e  ex i s t i n g  of  a  B o c c a c c i o’s
H u m a n i s m ,  c h a ra c te r i z e d  by  a  c o m p re h e n s i ve  a p p ro a c h,  t h a t  c o m b i n e s  L a t i n
l i te ra t u re  w i t h  G re e k  a n d  M e d i eva l  l i te ra t u re s .  H e r  a p p ro a c h  to  l i te ra t u re  i s
c h a ra c te r i z e d  by  a  m o re  p h i l o l o g i c a l  a n d  te c h n i c a l  a p p ro a c h,  i n h e r i te d  f ro m  h e r
h i s  p rev i o u s  a c a d e m i c  e d u c a t i o n.  
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Horace’s  Ars Poetica and Classical  Memory in  Dante’s

Commedia:  A Metal iterary  Perspective
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Dante establ ishes a  complex re lat ionship  of  emulat ion with  c lassical  authors,
which involves not  only  appropriat ion but  a lso creat ive  transformation of  their
legacy and doctr ines from a  Christ ian perspective.  My paper  wi l l  focus on the
relat ionship  between Dante and Horace and,  specif ical ly,  on Dante ’s  reworking
of  the precepts  of  the Ars  Poetica in  the Commedia.  The Ars  Poetica,  which
Dante refers  to  as  Poetr ia,  is  the only  Horat ian text  expl ic it ly  c ited in  at  least
three passages of  h is  works (Vita  Nuova XXV 9;  Conviv io  I I  X I I I  10  and De vulgar i
e loquentia  I I  IV  30) .  Horace,  as  a  theorist  of  poetics,  enjoyed s ignif icant
authority  in  the medieval  wor ld,  where the Ars  became an inspirat ional  model
for  numerous treat ises and medieval  Lat in  poetr iae.   
Such a  s ignif icant  inf luence is  evident  in  the Commedia,  where Dante often
draws on quotat ions from the Ars  to  legit imize his  poetic  and l i terar y  choices.
The paper  wi l l  examine four  key  passages of  the Commedia: Inferno XXXI I ,  1-12;
Purgator io  XXI I ,  94-99;  Paradiso XXI I I ,  55-69 and Paradiso XXVI,  124-138.  These
passages,  character ized by  high metal i terar y  intensity  include,  respectively,  an
invocation to  the Muses ( the second in  the Commedia) ,  the complet ion of  the
«bel la  scola» in  Limbo,  the “ leap of  the poem”  in  the presence of  Beatr ice ’s
smi le,  and Adam’s  ref lect ion on the mutabi l i ty  of  language.  Through them,  i t
becomes clear  that  Dante not  only  inherits  Horace’s  authority  but  reinterprets
his  doctr ines within  the framework of  h is  Christ ian poetics.  In  this  sense,  the
Commedia  does not  s imply  preser ve the memor y of  a  c lassical  text ,  but
reshapes i ts  legacy to  forge a  new poetic  model ,  where cultural  memor y
inter twines with  eschatological  v is ion.

E l i s a  R o s a t i  i s  a  P h D  s t u d e n t  i n  I ta l i a n  S t u d i e s  a t  U n i ve r s i t y  C o l l e g e  C o r k  ( UC C ) ,
u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  P rofe ss o r  Da ra g h  O ’ C o n n e l l  a n d  f u n d e d  by  t h e  E d u a rd o
S a c c o n e  P h D  S c h o l a r s h i p  i n  I ta l i a n  L i te ra t u re.  S h e  o b ta i n e d  b ot h  h e r  BA  i n
H u m a n i t i e s  a n d  h e r  M A  i n  P h i l o l o g y,  L i te ra t u re,  a n d  C l a ss i c a l  Tra d i t i o n  f ro m  t h e
U n i ve r s i t y  of  B o l o g n a.  H e r  re s e a rc h  i n te re s t s  fo c u s  o n  Da n te ’s  rewo r k i n g  of
b i b l i c a l  m o d e l s .  At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e,  s h e  i s  i n te re s te d  i n  t h e  d i a l o g u e  Da n te
e s ta b l i s h e s  w i t h  C l a ss i c a l  L a t i n  a u t h o r s ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  of  m eta p o et i c
p a ss a g e s  i n  t h e  C o m m e d i a  H e r  P h D  p ro j e c t  a t  UC C,  e n t i t l e d  " Ve r t i c a l  Da n te :  t h e
D e s c e n s u s  C h r i s t i  a d  I n fe ro s  a n d  t h e  A s c e n t  of  t h e  L a d d e r  i n  t h e  C o m m e d i a " ,
a i m s  to  a n a l y z e  t h e  p re s e n c e  of  t wo  key  t h e m e s  i n  t h e  C o m m e d i a ;  t h e  D e s c e n t  of
C h r i s t  i n to  H e l l  a n d  t h e  m ot i f  of  t h e  l a d d e r,  a s  m i c ro c o s m s  of  ve r t i c a l i t y  i n
Da n te 's  p o e m .
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Neutral  Angels  in  Navigatio  Sancti  Brendani ,  Divine Comedy,

and The City  of  Life
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Neutral  angels  are  div ine creatures who neit her  s i ded wit h  God nor  the rebel
angels  dur ing Lucifer ’s  rebel l ion.  They  are  f i rst  v i v i d l y  depicted in  Navigat io
Sancti  Brendani ,  possessing the abi l i t y  to  redeem others  a nd the potentia l
for  self-redemption.  This  redempti ve nature i s  denied in  t heir  br ief  yet
academical ly  renowned appearance i n  the Di v i n e Comedy.  I n  The City  of  Life,
neutral  angels  assume a  central  ro le,  exercis i ng their  redempt ive qual i t ies
through free wi l l .  Spanning the medieval  and Rena issa nce periods,  the
transmission,  d isappearance,  and resurgence of  neutra l  ang el s  and their
redemptive nature were largely  over looked in  l i terar y  and t heol og ical  studies
due to  their  pagan connotat ions.  Scholars  have pr i mari l y  focused on tracing
the theological  or thodoxy of  Dante ’s  neut ral  angels,  whi l e  phi lo logical
studies  on the evolut ion of  this  f i gure began to  emerge onl y  in  the 20th
centur y.  This  study examines three works—t he ear ly  medieva l  Navigat io
Sancti  Brendani ,  the 14th-centur y  Di v i n e Comedy,  and the 15th-centur y  The
City  of  Life—to analyze the transmission  an d  evol ut ion of  neut ra l  angels ’
redemptive nature.  Drawing on pr i mar y  sources,  i t  a ppl ies  phi lo logical
methods to  analyze the div ine essen ce and redemptive potent ia l  of  neutral
angels  in  Navigat io  Sancti  Brendani .  The nat ure of  neut ral  s ins  and the
consequent  removal  of  redemptive qual i t ies  i n  the Div ine Comedy a re  fur ther
invest igated through both poetic  and theologi cal  l enses.  A  histor ical
contextual  analysis  then explores the resurgence of  redemptive nature and
its  theological  or thodoxy in  The City  of  Life.  F inal ly,  the study  innovatively
employs a  comparat ive  approach to  trace the depict ion a nd tra nsformation
of  neutral  angels  across these works,  h ighl i ght ing the a uthors ’  strategies
and struggles  in  preser ving this  legacy i n  Christ ia n l i tera r y  memor y.
Focusing specif ical ly  on the I ta l i an  context,  the st udy  a ims to  explore the
continuity  and development  of  re l ig i ous and phi losophica l  v iews in  medieval
and ear ly  Renaissance Europe and t heir  end uri ng i mpact  on l i terature and
culture.
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and Cosmopolitanism in  Margherita  Albana Mignaty’s  L i f e  a n d

T i m e s  o f  D a n t e  A l i g h i e r i  (1865)  
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A  few  m o n t h s  b efo re  t h e  ce l e b rat i o n s  of  t h e  Da n te  C e n te n a r y  i n  M ay  1 8 6 5 ,  t h e
F l o re n t i n e  p u b l i s h e r  A .  B et t i n i  p u b l i s h e d  A n  h i s to r i c a l  s ketc h  i l l u s t rat i ve  of
t h e  l i fe  a n d  t i m e s  of  Da n te  A l i g h i e r i ,  w i t h  a n  o u t l i n e  of  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  h i s to r y
of  H e l l ,  P u rg ato r y  a n d  Pa ra d i s e  p rev i o u s  to  t h e  D i v i n a  C o m m e d i a ,  w r i t te n  by
M a rg h e r i t a  A l b a n a  M i g n at y  ( 1 8 21 - 1 8 8 7 ) .  D e s p i te  t h e  m o d e s t  to n e  of  t h e  t i t l e
a n d  p refa ce,  t h e  b o o k  i s  a  3 0 0 - p a g e  s t u d y  of  X I I I - X I V  ce n t u r y  I t a l y  a n d
Da n te ’s  ow n  b i o g ra p hy,  fo l l owe d  by  a  b r i ef  a cco u n t  of  t h e  s t r u c t u re  of  H e l l ,
P u rg ato r y  a n d  H e ave n.  T h e  b o o k  c a n  b e  re g a rd e d  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  ex te n s i ve
l i te ra r y  o u t p u t s  p u b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s e co n d  h a l f  of  t h e  X I X  ce n t u r y,  b ot h  i n
I t a l y  a n d  a b ro a d,  to  ce l e b rate  t h e  m e m o r y  of  Da n te  a n d  h i s  l e g a cy  a s  a  sy m b o l
of  t h e  I t a l i a n  n at i o n.  
D e s p i te  h e r  fa m e  a s  a  w r i te r  a n d  i n te l l e c t u a l ,  M i g n at y ’s  w r i t i n gs  o n  Da n te
h ave  re ce i ve d  l i t t l e  c r i t i c a l  at te n t i o n,  a n d  m y  a r t i c l e  w i l l  a d d re ss  t h i s  l a c u n a
i n  t h re e  ways .  F i rs t ,  b u i l d i n g  o n  Fe d e r i c a  C o l u z z i 's  re ce n t  wo r k  o n  t h e
u n d e r p l aye d  ro l e  of  wo m e n  i n  i n te r p ret i n g  a n d  p o p u l a r i z i n g  Da n te  i n  t h e  l o n g
n i n ete e n t h  ce n t u r y,  a n d  o n  wo r ks  o n  Da n te ’s  t ra n s n at i o n a l  re ce pt i o n  ( e.g .
Da n te  B eyo n d  B o rd e rs :  C o n tex t s  a n d  Re ce pt i o n,  e d.  by  H ave l y,  K at z  a n d
C o o p e r ) ,  m y  p a p e r  w i l l  eva l u ate  t h e  co n t r i b u t i o n  of  t h i s  wo r k  to  n i n tete e n t h -
ce n t u r y  Da n te  s t u d i e s  a n d  i t s  re ce pt i o n  a m o n g  M i g n at y ’s  co n te m p o ra r i e s .
S e co n d,  i t  w i l l  co n s i d e r  i t s  re l at i o n s h i p  to  t h e  1 8 6 5  Da n te  C e n te n a r y,  w i t h  i t s
co n n e c t i o n  to  d i s co u rs e s  of  n at i o n a l i s m  a n d  to  p ra c t i ce s  of  co m m e m o rat i o n
i n  t h e  n ew l y  u n i f i e d  I t a l y.  F i n a l l y,  i t  w i l l  co n s i d e r  t h e  b o o k ’s  i n f l u e n ce s  o n
s u b s e q u e n t  wo r ks  p ro d u ce d  by  I t a l i a n  d a n t i s te  w h o  co n t r i b u te d  to  t h e
‘ E s p o s i z i o n e  B e at r i ce ’  of  1 8 9 0 .  T h e  p a p e r  w i l l  t h u s  s h e d  n ew  l i g h t  u p o n  a
s u b s t a n t i a l  b u t  l a rg e l y  fo rg ot te n  wo r k  of  Da n te  s c h o l a rs h i p ,  i t s  co n n e c t i o n  to
n i n ete e n t h - ce n t u r y  d i s co u rs e s  of  n at i o n a l i s m  a n d  co s m o p o l i t a n i s m ,  a n d  i t s
w i d e r  c u l t u ra l  af te r l i fe.

Fra n c e s c a  S a r to r i  i s  a  P h D  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  I ta l i a n  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y
of  B r i s to l ,  l o o k i n g  a t  Da n te ’s  r e c e p t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  wo r k  of  n i n ete e n t h  c e n t u r y
B r i t i s h  wo m e n  w r i te r s .  S h e  h a s  p r e s e n te d  h e r  r e s e a r c h  a t  c o n fe r e n c e s  s u c h  a s
t h e  C o n g r e ss o  Da n te s c o  I n te r n a z i o n a l e  ( R a ve n n a,  2 0 23 ) ;  Da n te ’s  G l o b a l  Fe m a l e
P u b l i c  ( Wa r w i c k ,  2 0 2 4 ) ;  t h e  X X V I  C o n g r e ss o  A I P I  ( S ev i l l e,  2 0 2 4 ) ;  a n d  Da n te
Fu t u r e s :  N ew  Vo i c e s  i n  I r e l a n d  a n d  t h e  U K  ( Ca m b r i d g e,  2 0 2 4 ) .
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Selective Memory in  the Arthurian Legends and the Arthurian

Legacy
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This  study explores how the Ar thurian legend has been select ively  remembered and
manipulated as  a  tool  of  pol i t ical  propaganda across different  per iods of  h istor y,
showcasing how people  look back to  their  received histor y  to  create and def ine
their  contemporar y  identity.  By  examining the processes of  select ive  memor y,  this
analysis,  structured in  two par ts,  h ighl ights  how the past  has been reshaped to
ser ve the pol i t ical  and ideological  needs of  d ifferent  per iods.   
The f i rst  par t  of  this  study delves into  how medieval  and ear ly  modern por trayals  of
King Ar thur  in  the Br it ish  Is les  were shaped by  select ive  memor y,  showing how
specif ic  aspects  of  the Ar thurian legend were emphasized or  downplayed to  a l ign
with  the pol i t ical  needs of  d ifferent  Engl ish  monarchs.  Notable  examples of  this
include the emphasis  on Ar thur ’s  Welsh her itage to  reinforce c la ims of  legit imacy,
and the revived bel ief  in  Ar thur ’s  messianic  return careful ly  invoked by  the Tudor
dynasty,  which promised to  unify  England during a  per iod of  pol i t ical  instabi l i ty.   
The second par t  broadens the geographical  and temporal  scope of  the Ar thurian
legacy,  examining how the myth has transcended Brit ish  histor y  and been
repurposed to  suit  var ious pol i t ical ,  cultural ,  and ideological  purposes around the
world.  Examples of  this  include the v is ion of  Camelot  invoked by  John F.  Kennedy,
which sought  to  evoke ideals  of  unity  and moral  leadership,  as  wel l  as  the
appropriat ion of  the Ar thurian myth by  far-r ight  nat ional ist  movements,  which
select ively  invoked the legend to  promote exclusionar y  ideologies  of  nat ional
identity.   
Ult imately,  this  analysis  underscores the not ion that  h istor ical  memor y is  not
merely  about  preser ving an object ive  truth,  but  about  craft ing narrat ives that
ser ve contemporar y  needs.  The manipulat ion of  the Ar thurian legacy –  both in
medieval  t imes and in  modern pol i t ical  d iscourse –  demonstrates how societ ies
have act ively  engaged with  their  past  to  def ine and shape their  present  identity.  

C l a u d i a  Fe r n á n d e z - E s t ra d a  h o l d s  a  BA  i n  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s  a n d  a n  M A  i n  Ad va n c e d
E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s  f ro m  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  S a n t i a g o  d e  C o m p o s te l a,  w h e re  s h e  i s
c u r re n t l y  p u r s u i n g  a  P h D  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  P rofe ss o r s  C r i s t i n a  M o u r ó n
F i g u e ro a  a n d  M a n u e l a  Pa l a c i o s  G o n z á l e z .  H e r  p r i m a r y  re s e a rc h  i n te re s t s  l i e  i n
A r t h u r i a n  a n d  M e d i eva l  S t u d i e s ,  w i t h  a  g row i n g  fo c u s  o n  e c o c r i t i c i s m  a n d
e c ofe m i n i s t  l i te ra r y  c r i t i c i s m .  O ve r  t h e  c o u r s e  of  h e r  a c a d e m i c  c a re e r,  s h e  h a s
re c e i ve d  s eve ra l  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Fu n d a c i ó n  A m a n c i o  O r te g a  S c h o l a r s h i p
fo r  t h e  2 01 7 / 1 8  a c a d e m i c  ye a r  a n d,  m o s t  re c e n t l y,  t h e  C o l l a b o ra t i o n  S c h o l a r s h i p  fo r
t h e  2 0 23 / 2 4  a c a d e m i c  te r m  f ro m  t h e  S p a n i s h  M i n i s t r y.  T h i s  l a te s t  a wa rd  e n a b l e d  h e r
to  c o l l a b o ra te  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  E n g l i s h  a n d  G e r m a n  a t  t h e  Fa c u l t y  of  P h i l o l o g y
of  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  S a n t i a g o  d e  C o m p o s te l a.
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‘ In  my beginning is  my end.  In  succession/Houses r ise and fal l ’ :

Arthur,  Mordred,  and the Conception of  a  Strange Legacy     
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Arthur ’ s  death at  the hands of  h is  nephew/i l legit imate son is  one of  the
resounding tragedies of  Arthurian l i terature;  however,  Arthur  and Mordred
are not  just  connected in  the methods of  their  deaths (occurr ing a lmost
simultaneously  as  they do)  but  a lso in  the circumstances of  their  b irths.  In
both the Vulgate Merl in  and the Prose Merl in,  Mordred ’ s  b irth  is  presented
as a  pale  imitat ion of  Arthur ’ s  own:  where Arthur ’ s  b irth  is  brought  about
by a  forced manipulat ion of  s ight  (Arthur ’ s  father  is  magical ly  made to
appear  l ike  Arthur ’ s  mother ’ s  husband) ,  Mordred ’ s  happens as  a  result  of
Arthur  s imply  pretending to  be Mordred ’ s  mother ’ s  husband.  Both the
simi lar it ies  and differences between the two carry  s ignif icant  potentia l
for  further  invest igat ion.   
As  I  wi l l  explore in  this  paper,  these two instances should  not  be analysed
indiv idual ly ,  but  are  instead int imately  connected in  the texts.  In  this
paper,  I  wi l l  f i rst ly  argue that  the strong s imi lar it ies  between the
depict ions of  Arthur  and Mordred ’ s  conceptions in  the Vulgate Merl in  and
the Prose Merl in  are  used to  sol id ify  a  narrat ive  of  d isruption at  the heart
of  Camelot ’ s  ru lers;  Mordred ’ s  conception,  I  wi l l  demonstrate,  is  part  of
the problematic  legacy of  Arthur ’ s  own.  I  wi l l  then argue that  the cr it ical
differences between the two are  inf luentia l  in  helping us  to  understand
the relat ionship  between the ult imate r ivals  --  a  legacy of  d isruption
begun by  their  problematic  or ig ins.  To understand Arthur  and Mordred ’ s
ends,  I  wi l l  argue,  we must  f i rst  understand their  beginnings.   

S a r a h  C o l l i n s o n  ( s h e / h e r )  i s  a n  A H R C - f u n d e d  P h D  s t u d e n t  w o r k i n g  o n  d e p i c t i o n s
o f  c o n c e p t i o n  i n  m e d i e v a l  r o m a n c e .  H e r  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  A r t h u r i a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,
m e d i e v a l  v i s i o n ,  O l d e r  S c o t s  t e x t s ,  a n d  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  o t h e r w o r l d s .  H a v i n g
c o m p l e t e d  h e r  M L i t t  i n  M e d i e v a l  E n g l i s h  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S t  A n d r e w s ,  s h e  i s
n o w  b a s e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i s t o l  a n d  i s  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  P r o f e s s o r  H e l e n
F u l t o n  a n d  D r  A i s l i n g  B y r n e .  
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Merl in  and Morgan ex memoria:  Absence as a  Way to  Forget  in
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When El izabeth Edwards argues that  ‘much of  the Mor te Dar thur  is  d iff icult  to
remember ’ ,  she does so on account  of  a  number  of  factors  including (but  not
l imited to):  i ts  magnitude and length;  i ts  generic  e lements (cast les,  knights,
ladies,  etc. ) ;  and i ts  repetit ion of  those elements across numerous episodes.
Cer tainly,  as  Edwards continues,  this  is  something even experienced by  the text
itself,  forgett ing on numerous occasions that  one event  has a lready occurred.
For  example,  in  ‘ Gareth of  Orkeney ’ ,  the Red Knight  of  the Red Lands turns
himself  in  at  Ar thur ’s  cour t  twice without  any  comment from the cour t  or  the
text.    
To  some,  this  matter  of  forgett ing may hardly  be the text ’s  own fault ,  especial ly
with  regard to  matters  of  length and genre.  However,  i t  is  my contention that,
e lsewhere,  the text-as- ‘auctor ’  wi l fu l ly  engages with  forgett ing as  a  provocative
and purposeful  pract ice (Mar y  Carruthers,  The Book of  Memor y,  2008,  pp.  235-
6) .  Considering the dominance of  the v isual  and materia l  s ign in  medieval
memoria l  theor y  and pract ice,  this  paper  examines one par t icular  way in  which
the Mor te Dar thur  makes us  forget:  through absence.  This  paper  argues that,
far  from being merely  s i lence,  absence is  a  del iberate mechanism that  a l lows
the text  to  intentional ly  d isplace,  obfuscate,  and erase ( thus forget)  i l l ic it
subjects  to  give  r ise  to  l inguist ical ly,  mater ia l ly,  and aesthetical ly  v isual ised,
dominant  hierarchies.   
This  paper  wi l l  br ief ly  sur vey  the roles  of  Mer l in  and Morgan le  Fay  in  the ear ly
par ts  of  the Mor te Dar thur,  demonstrat ing how absence is  used to  a l leviate
anxiet ies  about  i l l ic it  per formances of  gender  and power  that  are  focal ised
through their  interact ions with  ‘ lerned ’  ( I ,  6 )  ‘crauftes ’  ( I ,  78) .  By  marginal is ing
these power ful  magicians to  the edges of  the v is ib le  text,  the Mor te Dar thur
fundamental ly  decides what  i t  wants  us  to  remember about  gender  and power,
and,  more impor tant ly,  what  i t  ‘ wants  us  to  forget ’  (Edwards,  132) .

H a r r y  i s  a  s e c o n d -ye a r  P h D  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  E n g l i s h  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y
of  B r i s to l ,  f u n d e d  i n - h o u s e  by  t h e  G ra d u a te  Te a c h i n g  A ss i s ta n t s h i p  s c h e m e.  T h e i r
re s e a rc h  i n te re s t s  a re  i n  re p re s e n ta t i o n s  of  m a g i c,  g e n d e r  a n d  s ex u a l i t y,
s u b j e c t i v i t y,  a g e n cy,  a n d  t h e  b o d y  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  Ag e s .  S u p e r v i s e d  by  Ad  P u t te r
a n d  Ca t hy  H u m e,  t h e i r  t h e s i s  i nve s t i g a te s  t h e  re p re s e n ta t i o n  of  m a g i c a l  o b j e c t s
i n  m e d i eva l  ro m a n c e  a n d  h ow  t h ey  a re  p rofo u n d l y  q u e e r.  T h e i r  re s e a rc h  a i m s  to
t h e o r i z e  h ow  p a s t  a ss o c i a t i o n s  b et we e n  m a te r i a l i t y  a n d  i d e n t i t y  m i g h t  i n fo r m  a n d
a d vo c a te  fo r  q u e e r  p l a y  i n  t h e  p re s e n t .  



Xiaoqiao Mu

University  of  Bristol

The Mythic  Narrative of  Memory in  Kazuo Ishiguro’s  The Buried

Giant
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The Buried Giant  is  set  in  a  mythological  other  p lace where people  who
inhabit  the lands of  post-Roman Britain  become forgetful  because of  a
she-dragon’s  memor y-repressing breath.  As  the wounds and scars  of  war
are deeply  bur ied,  Br iton and Saxon,  two antagonist ic  tr ibes,  seem to have
long been fr iends and k in.  However,  the uneasy peace between them is
bui l t  upon a  forced amnesia:  the dragon’s  breath is  enchanted under  King
Ar thur ’s  demand for  a  del iberate cover-up of  v io lent  war  cr imes.
Ever ything seems in  balance,  unt i l  a  Saxon warr ior,  Wistan,  who comes
from afar,  wants  to  s lay  the dragon and advocate a  war  of  revenge for  the
massive murder  the Saxon people  have suffered.    
The stor y  revolves around a  fundamental  d i lemma of  whether  or  not  a
society  should  forget  i ts  painful ,  murky  and s inister  moments to  maintain
its  peace.  The motif  i tself  is  universal  and transhistor ical .  But  i t  is  wor th-
noting that  there is  a  temptat ion in  Ishiguro’s  narrat ive  to  conceptual ize
the undecided and the unforeseeable  by  gestur ing at  some specif ic
mythical  creatures.  For  example,  the she-dragon,  the central  mythical
f igure in  the novel ,  just  functions to  mark an unfathomable  socia l
phenomenon—from temporar y,  gr ievance-repressing forgett ing to  belated,
inf lammator y  remembering—through i ts  recognisable  l iv ing states of  l i fe
(ageing)  and death.  In  the ta l k,  I  want  to  discuss Ishiguro’s  fascinat ion
with  the narrat ive  function of  mythical  e lements that  were once taken as
‘real ’  in  accounting for  serendipity  or  misfor tune,  but  now are largely
disenchanted by  scient if ic  know ledge.  

X i a o q i a o  M u  i s  c u r re n t l y  a  P h D  s t u d e n t  f ro m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  E n g l i s h,
U n i ve r s i t y  of  B r i s to l .  H e r  d o c to ra l  re s e a rc h  fo c u s e s  o n  Ka z u o  I s h i g u ro  a n d
t h e  l a n g u a g e  of  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s .  S h e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n te re s te d  i n  t h e
re l a t i o n s h i p  b et we e n  p syc h o a n a l ys i s  a n d  t h e  l i te ra r y  w r i t i n g  of  m e m o r i e s ,
d re a m s ,  fa n ta s i e s ,  j o ke s  a n d  s e n s e l e ss  b e h a v i o u r s .  P r i o r  to  h e r  P h D  s t u d y,
s h e  h a d  re a d  h e r  m a s te r  i n  E n g l i s h  L i te ra t u re  a t  S wa n s e a  U n i ve r s i t y.
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Memory and Reform in  the Portuguese Dominican Nunneries:

Remembering Joana of  Portugal  
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From the mid-f i fteenth to  the ear ly  s ixteenth centur ies,  several
mendicant  convents  were founded and reformed in  Por tugal ,  thanks to  the
work of  reform-minded nobles  and their  Obser vant  confessors.  These
convents  were often the result  of  the inst itut ional isat ion of  lay  women's
rel ig ious communit ies,  which were beginning to  be frowned upon thanks
to the growing popular ity  of  the reformed rel ig ious orders  ( the
Obser vants) .  Pressured by  the loss  of  suppor t ,  these communit ies  were
gradual ly  absorbed into  the Obser vant  fact ions of  the off ic ia l  re l ig ious
orders.  This  entai led not  only  a  change of  obedience,  but  a lso a  change in
the rel ig ious identity  of  the communit ies,  through the adoption of  the
customs and l i turgy  of  the orders  they had jo ined.   
To faci l i tate  these transit ions,  the reformers used several  strategies,
including the promotion of  the cult  of  exemplar y  obser vant  women who
could  inspire  the new nuns to  accept  their  new rel ig ious identity.  This  was
the case of  Pr incess Joana of  Por tugal  ( 1452-1490) ,  who jo ined the new
Dominican obser vant  convent  of  Jesus at  Aveiro,  in  nor thern Por tugal ,  in
1472 and soon became an inspirat ion to  young women throughout  the
kingdom. Her  ear ly  death in  1490,  at  the height  of  the expansion of  the
female Obser vant  branch in  Por tugal ,  led  to  the rapid  development  of  her
cult ,  not  only  in  Aveiro  but  a lso in  other  Dominican Obser vant  convents.  In
this  paper,  I  wi l l  explore the ways in  which the memor y and
commemoration of  Joana were used as  tools  to  promote the Obser vance
among rel ig ious women,  through the analysis  of  several  e lements of
materia l  culture  that  test ify  to  the development  of  her  cult  and to  the
formation of  a  “Dominican communal  memor y”  centred on her.  

Pa u l a  Ca rd o s o  i s  a  J u n i o r  R e s e a rc h e r  a t  t h e  I n s t i t u te  fo r  M e d i eva l  S t u d i e s
a t  N ova  U n i ve r s i t y  of  L i s b o n.  
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Textual  Adaptation and Dynastic  Legacy in  the Vorau

Manuscript   
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In  the pol i t ical ly  turbulent  12th  century,  the Vorau Monastery  (Styr ia,
Austr ia )  was founded in  1163.  To this  day,  the monastery  houses one of  the
most  important  manuscripts  for  German medieval  studies:  the so-cal led
Vorau Manuscript  (Cod.  276) ,  a  large composite  manuscript  with  spir i tual
(e.g.  Vorauer  Bücher  Mosis,  Summa Theologiae)  and histor iographical
(e.g.Kaiserchronik,  Gesta  Fr ider ic i )  texts.1  A lthough the place of  or ig in  of
the manuscript  cannot  be c lear ly  proven,  the way in  which the manuscript
was compi led and the text  adaptat ions can be used to  ref lect  on the
intended area of  inf luence of  the codex,  which osci l lates  between
spir i tual ,  pastoral ,  and secular  interests.An impressive example of  this
can be found in  the Kaiserchronik,  which refers  at  one point  to  Styr ia  long
before i ts  h istor ical  emergence,  potentia l ly  ref lect ing a  del iberate textual
strategy to  aff i rm genealogical  c la ims and inf luence cultural  memory
regarding a  succession cr is is  at  the Traungau court  (Georgenberger
Handfeste,  1 186) .  This  mention occurs  within  the Dietr ich von Bern
episode through a  subt le  a lterat ion of  the antagonist ’ s  name.  Addit ional ly ,
Frederick  Barbarossa ’ s  connection with  the rul ing Babenbergs reinforces
the codex ’ s  possible  ro le  in  pol i t ical  legit imisat ion,  as  evident  in  the
Gesta.  
This  paper  invest igates the manuscript ’ s  composit ion,  part icular ly  the
juxtaposit ion of  spir i tual  and histor iographical  e lements and the
chronological  or  non-l inear  arrangement  of  i ts  texts.  The mention of
Styr ia  in  the Kaiserchronik  is  analysed as  a  purposeful  textual  inscr ipt ion,
and i ts  interrelat ion with  the Gesta  is  explored.  Final ly ,  the intended and
actual  audiences of  the codex,  including the Traungauer  and the
canons/canonesses of  Vorau,  are  considered,  h ighl ight ing i ts
mult i faceted role  in  shaping col lect ive  memory,  genealogy,  and dynast ic
legacy in  medieval  Styr ia.
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Promise and identity:  gendered forgetfulness in  12th century

Old-French romance     
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Promises,  oaths and pledges are  a  con st i tut ive  e lement  of  Medieva l  society
and culture and,  therefore,  a  key  component  of  Ol d  Fr ench na r ra t ives.  Two
romances composed in  Champagne at  the end  of  the twel ft h  cent ur y,  Gautier
d ’Arras ’s  I l le  et  Galeron and Le Cheval ier  au Li on by  Chr ét ien de Tr oyes,  put
to  the test  the hero ’s  memory and abi l i t y  to  keep a  pr omise.  Mor e subt ly ,
they a lso put  in  contrast  the fai lure  of  mal e  charac ter s  t o  keep their  word,
and the enduring memory of  the heroines.  However,  a lt hough cont emporary
and working for  the same patrons,  Chr ét i en and Gautier  empha size these
character isat ions very  different ly .    
Le  Cheval ier  au Lion puts  at  the forefron t  Yvai n ’ s  for g et ful ness a nd fai lure
to keep the promise made to  his  wi fe,  leadi n g to  amnesia  a nd t he loss  of
identity.  Showing understanding of  the medic al  knowledg e of  h is  t ime,
Chrét ien highl ights  the physical  and emotional  i mpact  of  ment al  br eakdown
and obl iv ion.    
In  I l le  et  Galeron,  Gautier  a lso t i es  memory  to  f eel ings.  Wea ving two
narrat ives,  stemming from two si mi lar  promi ses made by  I l l e  t o  t wo different
women,  Gautier  d ’Arras  depicts  the journey of  a  perf ect ib l e  her o and his
socia l  ascent.  However,  rather  than forgetful ness,  Gaut ier  appea r s  to  focus
on the pol i t ical  and moral  impact  of  rememb erin g and keeping  one ’ s  word.    
Through detai led textual  analysis,  thi s  stud y a i ms to  open new perspectives
on the understanding of  memory,  gender  and  identit y  recount ed in  court ly
romances composed in  Champagne at  the end  of  th e t wel f t h  cent ur y.  

S a r a  i s  a  t h i r d - y e a r  P h D  c a n d i d a t e  i n  M e d i e v a l  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
B r i s t o l ,  w o r k i n g  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r s  M a r i a n n e  A i l e s  a n d  A d
P u t t e r .  H e r  c o m p a r a t i v e  p r o j e c t  f o c u s e s  o n  G a u t i e r  d ' A r r a s  a n d  C h r é t i e n  d e
T r o y e s ,  a u t h o r s  o f  r o m a n c e s  i n  O l d  F r e n c h  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 2 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n
2 0 2 2  a n d  2 0 2 3 ,  s h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  A r t h u r i a n  P o s t g r a d u a t e  A w a r d  f r o m  t h e
B r i t i s h  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A r t h u r i a n  S o c i e t y .  P r i o r  t o  h e r  P h D ,  s h e
t a u g h t  F r e n c h  a n d  L a t i n  f r o m  p r i m a r y  t o  t e r t i a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  H e r  r e s e a r c h
i n t e r e s t s  l i e  i n  m e d i e v a l  m e d i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  l i t e r a r y
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  e m b o d i e d  e m o t i o n s  a n d  p a t r o n a g e  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f
C h a m p a g n e .  



Dagmar Vyslouži lová and Evgeny Podvalnov  

Masaryk University  and Yelets  State University  of  Bunin   

Icons,  Feasts,  Churches and Narratives:  How did  the medieval

Novgorodians commemorate the siege of  Novgorod in  1 170?  
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In  1170,  Novgorod the Great,  under  the leadership  of  the young pr ince
Roman Mstis lavich,  tr iumphed against  the s iege of  Suzdal ian pr ince
Andrey Bogolyubsky and “ the whole  land of  Rus ’ . ”  Vast ly  outnumbered,  the
City  of  Saint  Sophia  achieved this  remarkable  v ictory  through the valour
of  i ts  people  and leader,  as  ear ly  chronicles  attest.   
However,  beginning in  the 14th century,  chronicles  began to  emphasize a
different  narrat ive,  introducing the div ine intercession of  the icon of  Our
Lady of  the Sign (Znamensky icon of  the Theotokos) ,  which was credited
with  protecting the city  and smit ing i ts  enemies.  This  narrat ive  shift
represents  a  fascinat ing ideological  evolut ion in  h istor ical  memory,
transit ioning from a  focus on human agency to  div ine intervention.   
Our  paper  a ims to  c lassify  and analyse how the Znamensky narrat ive
transformed from the 12th to  the 16th  century,  as  ref lected in
Novgorodian and non-Novgorodian chronicles.  We explore how this  shift
from communal  heroism to  the venerat ion of  the Mother  of  God mirrors
broader  cultural  and theological  developments.  In  addit ion to  examining
the textual  tradit ion,  we wi l l  d iscuss other  forms of  commemoration t ied
to the batt le,  such as  the construction of  churches and the establ ishment
of  re l ig ious feasts,  which further  sol id if ied the icon ’ s  central i ty  in
Novgorodian identity  and i ts  theological  framing of  the batt le.   
This  paper  highl ights  the role  of  narrat ive  in  shaping perceptions of
power  and div ine authority  in  medieval  Rus ’ ,  exempl ify ing Novgorod ’ s
ideology as  a  “chosen city. ”   

D a g m a r  V y s l o u ž i l o v á ,  P h D  c a n d i d a t e  i n  M e d i e v a l  H i s t o r y ,  r e s e a r c h e r  a n d
P h D  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  M a s a r y k  U n i v e r s i t y ,  ( B r n o ,  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c ) .  E v g e n y
P o d v a l n o v ,  P h D  s t u d e n t  i n  M e d i e v a l  H i s t o r y  i n  Y e l e t s  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
B u n i n  ( Y e l e t s ,  R u s s i a ) ,  r e s e a r c h e r  a t  t h e  K r a s n o d a r  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  a n d
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  M u s e u m - R e s e r v e  o f  E .  D .  F e l i t s y n  ( K r a s n o d a r ,  R u s s i a ) .  

 

 



Nikolas C.  Brusletto

Independent  Scholar    

The Vinje  Book:  A Window into Medieval  Norwegian Rel igious

Practice & Bel ief  
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T he Black Books,  or  Cyprianus,  are  a  col lect ion of  o ld  Norwegian magical    
manuscripts  containing spel ls  and charms for  a  var iety  of  purposes such as
div inat ion,  heal ing,  treasure hunting,  and summoning supernatural  beings.
Whi le  most  of  these texts  date from the 1600s to  the 1800s,  the Vinje  Book
(Vinjeboka) ,  d iscovered under  the f loorboards of  Vinje  Church in  1796,  has been
dated to  the late  1400s or  ear ly  1500s.  Likely  h idden away dur ing the Norwegian
Reformation ( 1536–1537) ,  th is  manuscript  serves as  a  t ime capsule,  offer ing rare
insights  into  the rel ig ious pract ices of  late  medieval  pre-Reformation Norway.
Within  i ts  pages,  we f ind an eclect ic  mix  of  spel ls  and incantat ions that
i l luminate both Cathol ic  tradit ions and bel iefs,  a longside possible  remnants  of
pre-Christ ian charms and folk  medicinal  recipes.  The inclusion of  a  number  of
Marian hymns highl ights  the central i ty  of  the Virgin  Mary  in  devotional  pract ice,
whi le  other  spel ls  reveal  the Norwegian par ish pr iest  as  a  mult i faceted f igure:  a
spir i tual  leader,  healer ,  Medicinal  herbal ist ,  th ief-hunter,  and even a
practit ioner  of  Solomonic  magical  r i tuals  which were popular  in  late  medieval
Europe.  
The Vinje  Book offers  an extraordinary  opportunity  to  explore how medieval
Norwegian society  preserved and adapted rel ig ious and magical  tradit ions
during a  per iod of  cultural  upheaval .  This  paper  wi l l  analyse i ts  contents  to
uncover  the complex interplay  of  memory,  legacy,  and identity  in  late  medieval
Norway,  demonstrat ing how this  rare  art i fact  contr ibutes to  our  understanding
of  medieval  re l ig ious l i fe.  

N i k o l a s  C .  B r u s l e t t o  i s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e s e a r c h e r  a n d  a u t h o r  b a s e d  i n  N o r w a y .
H i s  r e s e a r c h  i n t e r e s t s  e n c o m p a s s  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n c i e n t
p h i l o s o p h y ,  a n c i e n t  m y s t e r y  r e l i g i o n s ,  r e l i g i o u s  m y s t i c i s m ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y ,
a m o n g  o t h e r s .  A s  a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e ,  h e  s t u d i e d  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s
a t  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  O p e n  U n i v e r s i t y .  A s  a  p o s t g r a d u a t e ,  h e  e a r n e d  a
m a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  p s y c h o l o g y  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A b e r d e e n ,  w h e r e  h e  w r o t e  a
p r i z e - w i n n i n g  t h e s i s  o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,
e x i s t e n t i a l  a n x i e t y ,  r e l i g i o s i t y ,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l i t y .  S i n c e  c o m p l e t i n g  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  h e
h a s  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  b o o k s  o n  r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y  a n d  a n c i e n t  p h i l o s o p h y .  H e  i s
c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  m u l t i - v o l u m e  C y p r i a n u s  s e r i e s ,  w h i c h  e x a m i n e s  t h e
N o r w e g i a n  g r i m o i r e  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  i n c l u d e s  s p e l l s  a n d  r e c i p e s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o
E n g l i s h  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .



Jessica Holt

University  of  Lincoln   

Administrative Memory:  Visitations and Local  Resistance as

Depicted in  the Registers of  Bishop Thomas Bek (1342-1347)  
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In  1342,  Thomas Bek returned from Avignon to  the diocese of  Lincoln,  h is
appointment  to  the bishopric  confirmed.  Now,  a longside his  staff  and
clergymen,  he had the momentous task of  shepherding every  soul  in  h is
diocese towards salvat ion.  Vis itat ion was one method employed by
bishops,  and their  off ic ia ls ,  to  inst igate pastoral  reform and supervise the
morals  and behaviour  of  the la ity ,  the rel ig ious,  and the c lergy.  This  paper
examines the hitherto  unexplored v is itat ion records of  Bishop Thomas
Bek ( 1342-1347)  and interrogates their  contents  to  invest igate what  type
of  information that  Bek and his  chancery  wanted to  preserve for  the
future.  I t  considers  the loss  of  wider  materia l  and considers  the broader
purpose of  these documents.  Overal l ,  whi lst  cross-examination of  papal
records reveals  s ignif icant  omissions,  u lt imately  i t  was responsibi l i ty  of-
the recipients  of  v is itat ion to  preserve v is itat ion materia l .  

J e s s i c a  H o l t  ( s h e / h e r )  i s  a  L i n c o l n  R e c o r d  S o c i e t y  f u n d e d  P h D  s t u d e n t
w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  e p i s c o p a l  r e g i s t e r s  o f  B i s h o p  T h o m a s  B e k  o f  L i n c o l n  ( 1 3 4 2 -
1 3 4 7 ) .  H e r  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  b i s h o p s ’  r e g i s t e r s ,  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d
d i o c e s a n  m a n a g e m e n t .  S h e  c o m p l e t e d  h e r  M A  i n  M e d i e v a l  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L i n c o l n .  S h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  b a s e d  t h e r e  a n d  i s  s u p e r v i s e d  b y
P r o f e s s o r  L o u i s e  W i l k i n s o n  a n d  D r  M i c h e l e  V e s c o v i .

 

 



Jamie Meade

University  of  York,  Alumnus

Dressing the Two Eyes of  the Earth:  Sasanian Legacies in

Byzantine Court  Dress   

The Byzantine and Sasanian Persian empires were r ivals  across their  shared
l i fet imes,  a  re lat ionship  that  fostered embassies,  correspondence,  and
eventual ly  mutual  inf luences on court  culture and dress.  Fol lowing the fa l l  of
Persia  in  the seventh century,  Byzantium remembered their  o ld  r ivals  through
these inf luences,  retaining Persian costume and imagery  at  their  court.  Despite
this,  the or igins  of  many i tems of  Byzantine dress and i ts  sartor ia l  re lat ionship
with  Persia  remains understudied.  This  paper  wi l l  consider  the memory of
Sasanian Persia  in  e leventh century  Byzantium by  looking at  prominent  i tems of
dress at  court  and studying their  Persian or igins.  This  wi l l  uncover  just  how
impactful  the Sasaniansremained on the Byzantine consciousness centur ies
after  their  col lapse,  and how the memory of  an o ld  r ival  remained crucia l  to
Byzantine images of  power,  authority ,  and ceremony.   
Tenth and eleventh century  Byzantine manuals  l ike  the Book of  Ceremonies or
Phi lotheos ’  K leterologion describe the nature of  court  dress in  the
contemporary  court ,  and often re-record ear l ier  texts  involv ing interact ions
with  the Sasanians.  This  basel ine a l lows us  to  look at  the or igins  of  these
garments and understand how Byzantine sartor ia l  identity  was constructed.
Royal  and imperia l  c lothing i tems l ike  crowns and footwear,  var ious court ly
items of  jewel lery,  and even some garments with  mi l i tary  connotat ions a l l
developed from court  embassies,  d ip lomatic  overtures,  and cultural
competit ion.  For  the three centur ies  that  fo l lowed the Sasanian col lapse,  the
Byzantine court  consol idated i ts  costume,  balancing a  sense of  tradit ion that
had developed with  a  new persona as  the conquering power  that  had defeated
their  o ld  foe.  In  the face of  overwhelming odds and shift ing balances of  power,
the e leventh century  court  used this  new persona to  present  tradit ion and
legacy as  their  most  potent  weapons.  

J a m i e  M e a d e  ( h e / h i m )  i s  a  r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  a n  M A  i n  M e d i e v a l  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k .  H i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  D r  D i l n o z a  D u t u r a e v a ,  s t u d i e d
t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  S a s s a n i a n  P e r s i a n  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  o n  B y z a n t i n e  c e r e m o n y  a n d
d r e s s .  H e  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  d o n e  w o r k  o n  B y z a n t i n e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s i l k  r o a d s
a n d  t h e  b r o a d l y  d e v e l o p i n g  c o s t u m e  o f  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  c o u r t .  B e y o n d  h i s  r e s e a r c h
h e  i s  a  w a r d e n  a t  W i n d s o r  c a s t l e  a n d  a  m u l t i - p e r i o d  h i s t o r i c a l  r e - e n a c t o r .
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Tracey Davison

University  of  York

Dressed by a  King:  the adornment of  Cuthbert ' s  shrine by

Athelstan in  934

This  paper  deals  with  the text i le  donati ons made by  Athel st an on his  journey
to Scot land.  The pr imary  donation under  di scussion wi l l  be  t he one made at
Cuthbert ’s  shr ine in  Chester-Le-Street .  The text i l es  made up a  s ignif icant
proport ion of  the gifts,  but  they  wi l l  be  assessed in  t he cont ex t  of  t he nature
of  those other  objects.  What  can we learn about  the appear ance of  a  saint ’s
shr ine from the select ion of  g ifts  and to  what  ex tent  was Athelstan
demonstrat ing his  piety  as  wel l  as  und ertaki n g a  dip l omat ic  mission to
assert  h is  power.  When we consi der  t he way  Athelsta n ’s  g if ts  wer e used in
Cuthbert ’s  shr ine i t  is  c lear  that  i t  went  beyond placing i t ems in  t he coff in.
Although they would  have been recor ded,  th ey  were not  v is ib l e,  impl y ing that
the addit ional  i tems were chosen and curated by  the monks t o  be indicat ive
of  the splendour  of  the interred objects.  With  a l l  of  this  in  mind,  what  ro le
did  e laborate text i les  p lay  in  the display  of  power,  especial l y  in  l ight  of
Athelstan ’s  c lothing in  the frontispi ec e of  MS 183.  The descr ipt ion of  the
text i les  make i t  possible  to  speculate  on  the i tems discover ed in  the 1104
translat ion of  the body as  wel l  as  t hose recovered by  Raine in  1827;  thus
attempting to  establ ish  some kind of  t imel ine of  deposit s  and r epl acement
of  the e laborate text i les.

T r a c e y  h a s  a  P h D  i n  M e d i e v a l  S t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  C M S ,  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Y o r k )  w i t h  a
f o c u s  o n  e a r l y  m e d i e v a l  t e x t i l e s .  H e r  t h e s i s  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  b o d y  o f
s c h o l a r s h i p  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  u s e  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n
A n g l o - S a x o n  E n g l a n d ;  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  a r t  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  f o r  e a r l y  m e d i e v a l  t e x t i l e s ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a d o r n m e n t
c a n  b e  w o v e n  i n t o  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  ( v e r n a c u l a r  a n d  L a t i n ,
s e c u l a r  a n d  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l )  p r o d u c e d  a n d  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  A n g l o - S a x o n  E n g l a n d .  I
a m  a l s o  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  E a r l y  T e x t i l e s  S t u d y  G r o u p .  S o m e  o f  h e r  u p c o m i n g
p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e :  The Entangled Mak i ng,  Uses and  Vi sual i sat i ons of  Text i les
in  the Ear ly  Medieval  Per iod,  450 –  1100 CE .  C o - e d i t e d  w i t h  D r  A l e x  M a k i n
( L i v e r p o o l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ) ;  M o n o g r a p h  o f  P h D  t h e s i s  ( L i v e r p o o l  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ) ;  a n d  Texture in  the Medieval  World:  Conference pr oce eding s  ( B o y d e l l
a n d  B r e w e r ) .
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Rebecca Fel l

Rel igious “Thingness”  and Food:  How Cul inary Objects Inspire

Remembrance of  Christ  in  Play of  the Sacrament (ca.1491)    

How is  the mundane harnessed to  remember?  In  this  in-person paper,  I
wi l l  d iscuss how the rel ig ious “ thingness”  of  cul inary  objects  evoke
remembrance of  Christ  in  Play  of  the Sacrament  (ca.  1491 ) ,  with  ovens and
meat  p laying a  s ignif icant  ro le  in  the play ’s  conversion narrat ive.   
From a  21st  century  perspective,  the cul inary  fades into  our  per iphery,
rendered mundane by  abundance.  However,  this  wasn ’t  the case in  the
f ifteenth century,  with  the cul inary  being an integral  feature in  medieval
society,  who adapted to  per iods of  scarcity  to  use the cul inary  as  a  tool  of
power,  and in  this  case,  remembrance.    
P lay  of  the Sacrament  ut i l ises  this  att i tude towards the cul inary  through
its  treatment  of  cul inary  objects.  In  this  paper,  I  wi l l  argue that  the
portrayal  of  the oven and meat  in  this  f i fteenth century  serve as
remembrances of  Christ ,  harnessing the remembrance v ia  emulat ion to
impose Christ ian power.    
A longside my understanding and knowledge of  the stagecraft  in  Play  of
the Sacrament  and the role  of  the host  desecrat ion accusation,  Bi l l
Brown’s  “Thing Theory”  wi l l  a id  me in  exposing how the Croxton playwright
removes the cul inary  function of  the oven and meat  in  Play  of  the
Sacrament  to  present  them as rel ig ious “ things”  that  act  as  conduits  of
the transubstantiated Christ .    
By  portraying cul inary  objects  in  this  way,  the cul inary  is  harnessed to
communicate rel ig ious power  but  a lso a  powerful  tool  of  remembrance of
Christ  that  p lays  a  s ignif icant  ro le  in  the conversion narrat ive  in  Play  of
the Sacrament.    

R e b e c c a  F e l l  ( s h e / h e r )  i s  a  r e c e n t  M A  g r a d u a t e  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  h e r  P h D
r e s e a r c h  p r o p o s a l .  H e r  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  l a t e  m e d i e v a l  r e l i g i o u s  d r a m a ,
o b j e c t  t h e o r y  a n d  f o o d  w r i t i n g .  H a v i n g  c o m p l e t e d  b o t h  h e r  B A ( H o n s )  a n d  M A
a t  L a n c a s t e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  s h e  i s  n o w  b a s e d  i n  t h e  L a k e  D i s t r i c t .
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Sue Jones

Northeastern University  London  

The Construction of  Memory,  Fame and Time in  the Signatures

of  Jan van Eyck  
Van Eyck ’s  s ignature and dat ing pract ice is  perhaps his  most  dist inct ive
departure from contemporary  procedures in  paint ing.  The surviv ing
signatures are  indicat ive  of  h is  exploitat ion of  the medium’s  functions,
propert ies  and audiences,  and of  wider  societal  and cultural  shifts  that
were taking place in  the 14th and 15th centur ies.   They reveal  Van Eyck ’s
pursuit  of  memory and legacy,  a long with  a  f ixat ion on t ime,  in  the areas
of  business,  fa ith  and ethics.  As  such,  they  further  our  understanding of
Van Eyck ’s  perception of  paint ing as  the exercise of  ski l l  and ingegno and
as a  transactional  undertaking.  Along with  re lated inscr ipt ional  pract ices
such as  pseudo-script ,  code and transl i terat ion,  the s ignatures shed l ight
on Van Eyck 's  understanding of  language,  reading and communicat ion.  A
relat ionship  to  themes and ideas explored at  the royal  court  of  France in
the 14th century  suggests  a  convincing intel lectual  context  in  which to
posit ion Van Eyck ’s  contr ibut ion to  the transformation of  paint ing.

S u s a n  J o n e s  ( s h e / h e r )  i s  a  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  l a t e  m e d i e v a l  a n d  e a r l y  m o d e r n  a r t
a n d  c u l t u r e ,  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f o c u s  o n  l a t e  m e d i e v a l  p a i n t i n g  a n d  i t s
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o t h e r  m e d i a .  H e r  r e s e a r c h  f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  d i s t i n c t  a r e a s  o f
i n s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  v i s u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l
t r a d i t i o n s ;  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a r t  m a r k e t  a n d  m a t e r i a l s ,  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d
w o r k s h o p  p r a c t i c e .  S u s a n  i s  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  i n  A r t  H i s t o r y  a t
N o r t h e a s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y  L o n d o n .  S h e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  P h D  i n  A r t  H i s t o r y  a t
t h e  C o u r t a u l d  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t  i n  L o n d o n .  S h e  w a s  A s s i s t a n t  C u r a t o r  a t  t h e
N a t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  i n  L o n d o n  a n d  a  F e l l o w  a t  t h e  A r t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h i c a g o ,  a n d
s h e  h a s  t a u g h t  a t  s e v e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  U S  a n d  t h e  U K .  S u e  w a s  P r o j e c t
M a n a g e r  a n d  A r t  H i s t o r i a n  o n  t h e  V E R O N A  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  c r e a t e d  h i g h -
r e s o l u t i o n  t e c h n i c a l  i m a g e s  o f  t h e  o e u v r e  o f  V a n  E y c k  a n d  h i s  c i r c l e ,  m a d e
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  w e b s i t e  C l o s e r  t o  V a n  E y c k .  S h e  a l s o
w o r k e d  i n  a  s m a l l ,  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  g r o u p  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  q u a t r a i n  o n
t h e  e x t e r i o r  f r a m e s  o f  t h e  G h e n t  A l t a r p i e c e  b y  H u b e r t  a n d  J a n  v a n  E y c k .
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Dominic  Gi lani

University  of  Bristol  

' This  Ornament of  Knighthood'  and the 'Base Knight ' :  The Order

of  the Garter  and the Invention of  the Medieval  in  Henry VI  Part  1  

In  the col laborat ively  written play  Henry  VI  Part  1 ,  the character  of  Talbot
tears  the garter,  a  symbol  of  a  knight  belonging to  the Order  of  the Garter,
from the leg of  the 'base knight '  Fastolfe.  In  the few analyses of  this  p lay
which focus on this  scene,  i t  is  often read as  a  demonstrat ion of  Talbot 's
superior ity  over  Fastolfe  and as  a  means of  reinforcing Talbot 's
character isat ion as  a  'man-out-of-t ime' ,  the last  remnant  of  a  noble
medieval  past  which he praises in  this  same scene.  These analyses
therefore rely  on a  c lear  d ist inct ion between a  'modern present '  and a
'medieval  past ' .  However,  the Order  of  the Garter  as  an inst itut ion works
to undercut  this  d ist inct ion through i ts  br idging of  this  temporal  d iv ide.
Knighthood was not  an anachronist ic  socia l  structure in  the ear ly  modern
period,  especial ly  in  the reign of  El izabeth I ,  and the Order  of  the Garter  is
a  pr ime means of  demonstrat ing the ways in  which medieval  ideas were
re-interpreted after  the Reformation,  as  is  the play  Henry  VI  Part  1as  a
whole.  By  looking at  the histor iography surrounding the Order  of  the
Garter 's  or ig in,  specif ical ly  the versions of  the ta le  which appear  in
Hol inshed 's  Chronicles,  a  more complex picture begins to  present  i tself ,
one which centres the necessity  of  'base-ness '  in  the formation of
nobi l i ty .  This  h istory  is  over-written by  Talbot  in  Henry  VI  Part  1  in  such a
way that  is  l ikely  to  have been noticed by  a  contemporary  audience.
Therefore,  Talbot 's  act ions in  this  scene do not  represent  a  c lear
dist inct ion between a  'medieval  past '  and 'modern present ' ,  but  the ways
in  which the past  i tself  is  formed through the project ion of  modern ideals
into an imagined past  to  just ify  present  act ions.

D o m i n i c  G i l a n i  ( h e / t h e y )  i s  a  G T A - s c h o l a r s h i p - f u n d e d  P h D  s t u d e n t  w o r k i n g
o n  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  c l a s s ,  m a t e r i a l i t y  a n d  e c o - c r i t i c i s m  i n  t h e
e a r l y  h i s t o r y  p l a y s  o f  t h e  L o r d  C h a m b e r l a i n ' s  M e n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  H e n r y  V I
P a r t s  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  3  a s  w e l l  a s  R i c h a r d  I I I .  H a v i n g  c o m p l e t e d  b o t h  B a c h e l o r s
a n d  M a s t e r s  d e g r e e s  i n  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  a t  B r i s t o l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D o m i n i c  h a s
c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k  t h e r e  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  D r  T a m s i n  B a d c o e  a n d  D r
L a u r e n c e  P u b l i c o v e r .
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Kerstin  Grunwald-Hope

University  of  Bath Spa and University  of  Bristol  

Remembering the Horsemen of  Medieval  Smithfield:  The Legacy

of  Chivalr ic  Nostalgia  in  John Stow's  A Survey of  London

John Stow’s  1603 A Survey of  London br ings the history  and culture of  ear ly
modern London to  l i fe.  However,  according to  Survey scholarship  we cannot
rely  on the portrayal  of  the seventeenth-century  City  in  the Survey because
Stow felt  nostalgia  for  the medieval  past.  In  this  paper,  I  chal lenge the modern-
day dismissal  of  Stow’s  nostalgia  as  a  l imit ing aff l ict ion and argue that
medieval ism in  the Survey b lends synchronic  and diachronic  histor ical
awareness to  create a  chivalr ic  memory culture and powerful  c iv ic  mythology.
Drawing on animal ,  l i terary  and memory studies,  I  explore how what  I  describe
as chivalr ic  nostalgia  in  the Survey communicates unprecedented urban change
in  the City  through the lens of  horsemen and their  equine customs in
Smithf ie ld.  My new approach establ ishes chivalr ic  nostalgia  as  a  h itherto
unrecognised purposeful  memory strategy and histor iographical  phenomenon
of  broader  s ignif icance.  Both discoveries  reveal  the intertextual  complexity  of
Stow’s  ear ly  modern nostalgia  for  the myths and tradit ions of  medieval
knighthood and the importance of  Smithf ie ld ’s  horsemen in  London ’s  r ich civ ic
history.  On the one hand,  a  widely  cherished chivalr ic  her itage enables
the Survey to  imbue the horsemen taking part  in  fourteenth-  and f i fteenth-
century  Smithf ie ld  tournaments and the weekly  market  with  synchronic
nostalgia.  On the other  hand,  d iachronic  thinking in  the Survey raises the a larm
over  urbanisat ion eroding equine topography in  ear ly  modern Smithf ie ld.  The
dynamics between the synchronic  and diachronic  histor ical  consciousnesses
achieves a  t imely  and cr it ical  agenda which serves Stow’s  present.  I t  is  the
legacy of  chivalr ic  nostalgia  in  the Survey that  readers  can reimagine a  fu l ly
urbanised Smithf ie ld  as  the once equine heart  of  the City.  

K e r s t i n  G r u n w a l d - H o p e  ( s h e / h e r )  i s  a n  A H R C - f u n d e d  P h D  s t u d e n t  a t  B a t h  S p a
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i s t o l ,  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  P r o f e s s o r  I a n  G a d d  a n d  D r
T a m s i n  B a d c o e .  S h e  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  e q u i n e  c u s t o m s  a n d  n o s t a l g i a  i n
e a r l y  m o d e r n  h i s t o r y  w r i t i n g .  H e r  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  s i x t e e n t h -  a n d  s e v e n t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y  c h r o n i c l e s  a n d  c h o r o g r a p h i e s ,  c i t y  c o m e d i e s ,  a n i m a l  h u s b a n d r y  m a n u a l s
a n d  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  c h i v a l r i c  r o m a n c e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o d e r n  p e r i o d .  S h e  w a s  j o i n t -
w i n n e r  o f  t h e  C u r r i e r s ’  L o n d o n  H i s t o r y  E s s a y  P r i z e  i n  2 0 2 2  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  h e r
a r t i c l e  ‘ R e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  H o r s e m e n  o f  S m i t h f i e l d :  C h i v a l r i c  N o s t a l g i a  i n  J o h n
S t o w ’ s  A  S u r v e y  o f  L o n d o n ’  i n  T h e  L o n d o n  J o u r n a l  i n  2 0 2 4 .
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Vedran Sulovsky

University  of  Cambridge  

Charlemagne’s  Path to  Sanctity  in  Twelfth-Century Aachen  

Few topics  are  as  famous and as  obscure as  that  of  the memory of  Char lemagne
in  Aachen.  Countless works deal  with  i t  superf ic ia l ly ,  but  few delve into  the
confusing array  of  sources surviv ing in  Char lemagne ’ s  c ity  and his  mausoleum,
the Marienkirche in  Aachen.  In  this  paper  I  wi l l  show how twelfth-century
Aachen underwent  a  dramatic  change in  how Char lemagne was perceived and
venerated.  Whi le  he was canonised only  around Christmas 1165,  he had a lready
come to  dominate pol i t ical  thought  in  Aachen by  the 1120s,  when the foundation
charter  for  Aachen ( the so-cal led Kar lsdekret )  was forged in  h is  name.  This
rooted the continued val id ity  of  Char lemagne ’ s  st ipulat ions in  the royal- imperia l
succession of  the Holy  Roman emperors,  which was constitut ively  complete
with  the royal  enthronement  on the throne of  Char lemagne in  Aachen,  after
which the pope could  no longer  object  to  that  k ing ’ s  r ise  to  the imperia l  off ice
through a  coronation in  Rome.   
However,  what  mattered was how the canons of  Aachen,  who held  some of  the
most  important  posit ions in  the imperia l  court  chapel  and chancery,  inf luenced
both imperia l  pol icy  and the intel lectuals  t ied to  the imperia l  court ,  such as
Otto of  Freis ing,  who is  the f i rst  non-Aquensian to  expl ic it ly  insist  on the legal
val id ity  of  the enthronement  in  Aachen.  As  I  wi l l  show,  the forger  of  the
Karlsdekret  was none other  than Albert  of  Sponheim,  who served as  the chief
court  chaplain  to  Conrad I I I  on  the Second Crusade ( 1147  –  1 149) ,  where he must
have discussed intel lectual  questions,  including those of  h istor ical  and legal
nature,  with  Otto  of  Freis ing,  who even led his  own contingent  on that
expedit ion.  The same Albert  would  later  write  the fateful  sacrum imperium
mandate for  Otto  of  Freis ing in  March 1157  whi le  imitat ing his  sty le,  which
shows how the Aquensian and imperia l  spheres were intertwined.

Ve d ra n  S u l ovs k y  o b ta i n e d  a  BA  i n  H i s to r y  a n d  A r t  H i s to r y  i n  R i j e ka  i n  2 01 3 ,  a n d
t h e n  a n  M A  i n  I n te rd i s c i p l i n a r y  M e d i eva l  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  C E U  i n  Bu d a p e s t  ( 2 01 5 ) .  H e
t h e n  s p e n t  a  ye a r  a t  t h e  Ac c a d e m i a  V i va r i u m  N ov u m  i n  R o m e.  H e  c o m p l ete d  h i s
P h D  i n  H i s to r y  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  Ca m b r i d g e  i n  2 01 9 ,  a f te r  w h i c h  h e l d  a  p o s td o c
i n  Ca ro l i n g i a n  a r t  h i s to r y  a t  t h e  M a s a r y k  U n i ve r s i t y  i n  B r n o.  S u l ovs k y  i s  c u r re n t l y
t h e  f i r s t  S a u n d e r s  R e s e a rc h  Fe l l ow  a t  G o nv i l l e  &  Ca i u s  C o l l e g e,  Ca m b r i d g e,  a n d
h i s  f i r s t  b o o k ,  M a k i n g  t h e  H o l y  R o m a n  E m p i re  H o l y:  Fre d e r i c k  Ba r b a ro ss a,  S a i n t
C h a r l e m a g n e  a n d  t h e  s a c r u m  i m p e r i u m ,  wa s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  M a y  2 0 2 4 .  H e  i s
c u r re n t l y  p re p a r i n g  a  b o o k  o n  t h e  i m p e r i a l  c o u r t  c h a p e l  f ro m  1 1 0 6  to  1 21 5 .
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I r ina Manea

Signum University

Glory  days:  Approaching the past  with Icelandic  revenants

This  explorat ion of  Old  Norse legendary  sagas analyses how revenants,
pr imari ly  residing in  bur ia l  mounds (haugbúi ) ,  function as  embodiments of
cultural  memory.  Unl ike  the better-known draugar  from the Í  s lendingaso
gur,  legendary  saga revenants  are  act ively  sought  out  by  heroes desir ing
treasures or  knowledge from the past.  These interact ions represent  a
conscious engagement  with  cultural  memory and the chal lenges of
accessing i t .  
The hero ' s  quest  often involves negotiat ions and struggles  with  the
haugbúi ' s  possessive nature.  This  struggle  can be interpreted,  using
Maurice Halbwachs ' s  concept  of  "cultural  mi l ieu" ,  as  a  metaphorical
representat ion of  the diff icult ies  in  navigat ing and interpret ing the past.
The hero ' s  determination to  overcome these obstacles  highl ights  the
perceived value of  retr ieving past  knowledge,  a l igning with  cultural
memory studies '  emphasis  on the dynamic relat ionship  between past  and
present.  Addit ional ly ,  the heroes legit imise their  socia l  status by
confronting mound-dwel lers  usual ly  framed as  o ld  k ings at  the crossroads
of  myth and history.  The act  of  destroying the undead,  part icular ly  the
meticulous r i tuals  involved,  can be interpreted as  a  form of  symbol ic
forgett ing.  This  act,  whi le  attempting to  erase the memory of  the creature
and the anxiet ies  i t  caused,  paradoxical ly  serves to  sol id ify  i ts  p lace in
cultural  memory.  
Sagas involv ing barrow-dwel lers  e.g.  Hrómundar  saga Gr ipssonar  or  Harðar
saga ok Hólmverja  underscore the importance of  act ively  engaging with
ancient  history,  thus by  interpret ing these narrat ives through the lens of
cultural  memory,  we can better  understand how they i l luminate the
signif icance of  confronting and integrat ing the past  into  the present.  The
paper  u lt imately  a ims to  contr ibute to  the growing f ie ld  of  memory studies
in  Old  Norse l i terature,  enr iching our  understanding of  how these
narrat ives engage with  the complex dynamics of  remembering and
forgett ing.  

D r .  Í r i n a  M a n e a  ( P h D  V i k i n g  s t u d i e s ,  B u c h a r e s t  2 0 1 7 ) .  I s  a  p r e c e p t o r  a t
S i g n u m  U n i v e r s i t y  –  c l a s s e s  o n  O l d  N o r s e  m a g i c  a n d  b e l i e f s ,  t h e  V i k i n g  a g e ,
p r e - C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n s ,  G e r m a n i c  l a n g u a g e s .  C r e a t e d  a  Y o u T u b e  c h a n n e l  f o r
h i s t o r i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  ( S h i e l d  o f  S k u l d ) .  
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Becky Burgoyne

University  of  Bristol

Landscape,  Loss,  and Legacy:  Pwyl l ,  Pr ince of  Dyfed and the

Preservation of  Cultural  Identity  

A study of  the landscapes in  The Mabinogi  wi l l  reveal  how medieval
people  both interacted with,  inf luenced,  and were inf luenced by,  their
landscapes.  This  paper  wi l l  argue that  in  the case of  Pwyl l ,  Pr ince of
Dyfed,  Rhiannon ’ s  loss  of  Pryderi  demonstrates how Welsh oral  and
l i terary  tradit ion used the landscape to  both highl ight  the attempted
dismantl ing of ,  and desire  to  preserve Welsh culture,  and how l i terary
landscapes functioned as  memory,  loss,  resistance,  and,  u lt imately,  a
longing to  return to  or ig ins.    
To  explore this,  this  paper  wi l l  consider  the symbiot ic  re lat ionship
between humans and the landscape,  and the function memories  p lay  in
their  construct ion and deconstruction,  as  studied by  Cornel ius  Holtorf;
Anne Stoler ’ s  research on the capacity  of  landscapes to  hold  memories
of  v io lence and trauma,  as  wel l  as  Gaston Gordi l lo ’ s  study into  the
after l i fe  of  landscape destruct ion,  and Sergeui  Oushakine ’ s  treat ise on
the micropol it ics  of  loss.  Final ly ,  i t  wi l l  cal l  upon Catherine M.  Roach ’ s
insights  into  the mother/nature connection in  popular  culture,  and
consider  the possibi l i ty  of  maternal  loss  as  an a l legory  for  the
destruction of  landscape.   
Where landscapes can serve to  invoke memory,  they  can a lso be used to
make people  forget.  This  is  certainly  true for  medieval  Wales;  a  country
r ich in  culture,  steeped in  mythology and folk lore  and yet  beleaguered
over  the centur ies  by  pol i t ical  upheaval  and mi l i tary  congress,  we might
read ta les  l ike  Pwyl l  as  an attempt to  refuse the repeated attempts to
forget  –  and thus erase –  i ts  customs,  tradit ions,  and ult imately,  i ts
people.  This  paper  intends to  demonstrate how,  by  imbuing Welsh
culture into  the very  fabr ic  of  i ts  landscapes,  the act  of  te l l ing  stor ies
became less  about  upholding a  memory but  ensuring something much
more important  –  leaving a  legacy.           
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Rahime Aksa Boyraz

Freie  Universität  Berl in

The Pol it ics  of  Memory:  Narratives and Legacies of  the

Pammakaristos Monastery  

The Ottoman conquest  of  the Byzantine capi ta l  Const antinopl e  in  1453 not
only  reshaped the city  but  a lso creat ed  l ast i ng debat es a bout  memory,
legacy,  and forgotten histor ies.  Af ter  the conquest,  Sul ta n Mehmed I I
reestabl ished the Greek Orthodox Patr i archate as  a  key  inst itut ion for  the
Christ ian populat ion,  and granted i t  the monastery  of  Pa mma ka r ist os as  the
patr iarchal  seat,  symbol iz ing his  v is i on of  a  mult i -et hnic  and mult i-rel ig ious
capita l .  However,  these pol ic ies  eroded b y  the ch anging  ideolog ies  of  late
sixteenth century,  and Pammakaristos,  wit h  sever al  other  chur ches were
converted into  mosques.   
The legit imacy of  the conversion of  Pammakar istos wa s especial ly
controversia l  because the or iginal  i mper i a l  grant  (bera t )  wa s said  to  have
been lost  in  a  f i re.  Contemporary  patr iar c hs helplessly  f ound t wo elder ly
Janissar ies  to  test ify  that  Mehmed had  granted the monastery  to  the
Patr iarchate,  and that  i t  could  not  be tak en f rom them to be converted.
However,  without  written proof,  legal  d i sputes dragged on f or  decades,  and
ult imately,  Pammakaristos was conv erted i nto  t he Fet hiy e mosque in  1588.   
Recently ,  a  medieval  copy of  a  ber at  confir ming the Pat r iarcha t e ’s  r ights
over  Pammakaristos was discovered in  the ar c hiv es of  t he aut onomous
medieval  monaster ies  in  Mount  Athos in  Greece,  ra is i ng  int r ig uing questions:
Why was this  document  inaccessible  at  a  c r i t ical  moment ?  Could  i t  change
the fate  of  Pammakaristos?  Did  the Pat r iar c hat e of  Const ant inople  lack
connections with  Mount  Athos,  or  was i ts  s igni f icance over l ooked?     
This  apparent  " loss"  of  a  medieval  memory  fuel ed  Ott oma n l eg a l  a nd pol i t ical
debates for  over  a  century.  This  paper  examines the cultur al  memory of  the
Pammakaristos monastery  and how archi val  d i scoveries  ca n reshape
forgotten narrat ives.  I t  h ighl ights  the role  of  memory and f orgett ing in
preserving and erasing history,  connecting Pammakar ist os ’stor y  to  broader
church-to-mosque conversions in  lat e  medi eval  Const antinople,  and
discusses how the recent  di scov ery  mi ght  chang e modern day
histor iography.    

R a h i m e  A k s a  B o y r a z  i s  a  P h D  c a n d i d a t e ,  F r e i e  U n i v e r s i t ä t  B e r l i n .  H e r  r e s e a r c h
f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l / c r o s s -  c o n f e s s i o n a l  e n c o u n t e r s  b e t w e e n  t h e
B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e  a n d  i t s  I s l a m i c  n e i g h b o r s  w i t h  a  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e
u r b a n  h i s t o r y  a n d  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  o f  C i l i c i a .  
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Jackie Burema  

The Re-use of  Monuments and Memory in  Medieval  I r ish

Landscapes  

Structures of  the ancient  past  fascinate us  today;  i t  was no different  in
the middle  ages.  With  this  paper  I  wish to  explore how histor ical
landscapes and monuments were v iewed and incorporated in  medieval
I re land as  part  of  legends and ceremony.   
Within  I r ish  archeology the concept  of  medieval  royal  landscapes and
ceremonial  inaugurat ion s ites  are  recognized to  often bui ld  upon older
monuments.  Tara  is  among those s ites  with  roots  in  the i ron age and
neol ithic  per iod.  In  fact,  there is  evidence at  Tara  for  the incorporat ion of
ear l ier  monuments into  newer  ones.  Certainly ,  we know that  these
monuments were incorporated into  the legend of  the per iod.  Medieval  I r ish
legend even has a  theory  as  to  which people  belonged in  these ancient
buria l  mounds,  the otherworldly  Sidh.  Some of  these monuments,  such as
Newgrange,  we know were a lready ceremonial  s ites  dedicated to  gods in
the ancient  past.  I t  is  therefore worth explor ing whether  the stor ies
connected to  the monuments in  medieval  l i terature are  remembering older
pract ices or  are  an imagined past  f i t  for  contemporary  purposes.   
At  Tara  we know there was continued act iv ity  where exist ing monuments
were repurposed,  but  new monuments were scarcely  added to  the
monumental  landscape.  The reverence for  the past  at  Tara  evolves into  a
wider  narrat ive  when we consider  the cultural  impl icat ions and legends
that  surround i t .  I  would  l ike  to  make a  meaningful  connection with  how
these monuments exist  within  a  context  of  Lieu de Mémoire.  These are
l i teral  s ites  of  col lect ive  memory that  appear  as  part  of  medieval  legend
and l i terature that  reveal  to  us  how medieval  people  interacted with  a  past
culture that  was not  fu l ly  avai lable  to  them anymore.  This  context,
surrounding how medieval  people  incorporated ancient  monuments in
their  v iew of  and purpose for  the past,  is  want  I  to  explore.   

J a c k i e  B u r e m a  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  U t r e c h t  i n  h i s t o r y ,
l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  C e l t i c  s t u d i e s .  H e r  r e s e a r c h  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  h e r i t a g e  a n d
t h e  s t o r i e s  w e  t e l l  a b o u t  h i s t o r y .  S h e  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  S a l m o n  o f
K n o w l e d g e  i n  M e d i e v a l  I r i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b y  s c h o l a r s ,
a n d  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  s e n s o r y  t u r n  i n  m u s e u m s .  S h e  i s
c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  a s  a  p u b l i c  e n g a g e m e n t  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  P a l e i s
h e t  L o o  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .   
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Jan Załęcki

University  of  Wrocław

Making Everyman an Everywoman? Floris  Prims'  Rewrit ing of

Moral ity  Plays and the Issue of  Gender

Flor is  Pr ims ( 1882-1954)  was a  Cathol ic  pr iest  from Antwerp,  as  wel l  as  a
histor ian,  archiv ist ,  and a  widely  read and wel l-establ ished author  of
books and ar t ic les  on local  h istor y.  He publ ished several  dramas aimed at
reviv ing the medieval  genre of  moral i ty  p lays,  including three texts  re lated
to the Middle  Dutch play  Elcker l i jc  ( late  15th  centur y,  the source of  the
later  Ever yman) ,  which comprise a  l inguist ical ly  modernised version of  the
medieval  p lay  and i ts  feminised counterpar t  ent it led Femina.  In  the
per formance instruct ions,  Pr ims ar t iculates his  d isapproval  of  the
indiv idual ism and hedonism prevalent  in  contemporar y  theatre.  The
author  seeks to  restore the medieval  ‘synthesis  and logical  construct ion. ’
Surpr is ingly,  Pr ims’  works incorporate the indiv idual isat ion and
concret isat ion of  the a l legorical  characters  whi le  shift ing towards a  more
idiomatic  and col loquial  language,  par t icular ly  in  the case of  Femina.  This
paper  wi l l  address the question:  why and how does a  Cathol ic  pr iest  in  the
ear ly  twentieth centur y  rewrite  a  medieval  moral i ty  p lay  in  such a  manner ?
Prims was undoubtedly  motivated by  the desire  to  popular ise  moral i ty
plays.  His  works were pr imari ly  intended for  per formance by  non-
professional  theatre  groups and aimed to  be more accessible  to  broader
audiences than their  medieval  or ig inals.  The plays  are  entwined with
negotiat ing cultural  her itage,  grappl ing with  a  medieval ist ic  v is ion of  a
‘synthetic ’  Middle  Ages,  and reveal ing the troubl ing issue of  Elcker l i jc ’s  (or
Ever yman’s )  gender.  After  a l l ,  ever y  gender-neutral  theatr ical
representat ion of  Elcker l i jc  is  inter twined with  the per former ’s  gender.
Never theless,  one can str ive  to  embody Elcker l i jc ’s  universal ism through
diverse representat ions.  To per form Elcker l i jc ’s  var ious genders,  socia l
interact ions are  essentia l ,  complementing the a l legorical  tableaux;  this  is
precisely  what  occurs  in  Pr ims'  Femina.

J a n  Z a ł ę c k i  i s  a  P h D  s t u d e n t  i n  L i te ra r y  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of
Wro c ł a w,  Po l a n d,  a f f i l i a te d  w i t h  t h e  E ra s m u s  C h a i r  of  Du tc h  S t u d i e s .
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Charlotte Epple

University  of  Southern Denmark

Bibl iophi les and Barbarians –  medieval  books'  afterl ives

between fragmentation and re-discovery  

In  the late  Middle  Ages and the Ear ly  Modern per iod,  the parchment  of
medieval  books was often re-used to  make covers  of  other  volumes.  From
about  the late  17th  centur y  onwards,  ant iquarian book col lectors
discovered these dismembered codices as  a  way to  source books for  their
col lect ions.  They began to  look for  waste parchment  in  s l ibrar ies,  at
bookfairs  and in  bookbinders ’  workshops.  In  some cases,  they  removed
fragments from bindings or  re-assembled scattered leaves into  units
again.  
In  this  paper,  I  wi l l  examine the works of  two ant iquarians,  the travelogue
of  Zacharias  von Uffenbach ( 1683-1734)1  and Wi l l iam Blades ’  ( 1824-1890)
treat ise The Enemies of  Books,  and invest igate how each of  them engaged
with  fragmented books.  Both framed their  own col lect ing of  manuscripts
and ear ly  pr ints  as  an act  of  preser vat ion and rescue,  often cast ing
themselves as  saviours  of  the l i terar y  legacy of  the Middle  Ages in
contrast  to  the “ ignorance and bigotr y ”  (Blades,  chapter  V)  of  the previous
unwor thy  owners.  Col lectors ’  t reatment  of  the books that  went  through
their  possession represents  an impor tant  stage in  the post-medieval
engagement  with  medieval  book culture,  often determining the state in
which book objects  exist  today,  and therefore an interest ingobject  of
study for  fragmentologists.  Only  what  they deemed interest ing and wor thy
enough to  become par t  of  their  l ibrar ies  was rescued and reconstructed,
inf luenced by  their  ideas of  how the Middle  Ages should  be remembered.
Comparing two dist inct  narrat ives from different  locat ions and t ime
periods wi l l  ser ve as  a  star t ing point  to  char t  the ant iquarian engagement
of  with  fragments,  a  step towards a  broader  understanding of  how the
emerging cultural  her itage categor y  ‘f ragment ’  f i ts  into  18th  and 19th
centur y  conceptions of  medieval  book culture.  

C h a r l ot te  E p p l e  i s  a  P h D  fe l l ow  wo r k i n g  o n  m e d i eva l  b o o k  f ra g m e n t s  a t  t h e
U n i ve r s i t y  of  S o u t h e r n  D e n m a r k .  S h e  i s  p a r t  of  t h e  D o c to ra l  N et wo r k  From
antiquity  to  community.  Re-thinking c lassical  her itage through cit izen
humanit ies  (AntCom) ,  f u n d e d  by  t h e  E u ro p e a n  U n i o n.
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Suzanne Klare

Leiden University

Voorwaar!  Exploring the Nineteenth-Century Dutch Translation

of  Beowulf
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The nineteenth centur y  saw the f i rst  publ icat ion of  the ear ly  medieval
Engl ish  poem Beowulf  and i ts  subsequent  study by  phi lo logists  and
histor ians.  These academics,  especial ly  German ones,  quickly  saw its
potentia l  as  a  cornerstone on which to  bui ld  a  romantic  image of  the ear ly
medieval  past  (Shippey and Haarder  1998:  36) .  Translat ions
of  Beowulf  most ly  appeared in  German and Engl ish,  as  these languages had
the best  c la ims on the poem and i ts  legacy,  a l beit  at  d ifferent  points  in
t ime (46-50) .  Translat ions into  other  languages were a lso produced during
the nineteenth centur y,  one of  which was Dutch.   
This  translat ion by  L.  L.  Simons ( 1896)  has invited l i tt le  scholar ly  attention.
It  was included in  Chauncey Tinker ’s  Translat ions of  Beowulf,  though Tinker
states he “ is  unable  to  offer  any  l i terar y  cr it ic ism of  the translat ion”  ( 1 1 1 ) ,
presumably  because he did  not  speak Dutch.  I  a im to  direct  attention to
this  heretofore unexplored translat ion and i ts  Dutch cultural  context.   
In  h is  preface to  Beowulf,  S imons states:  “Nothing special  can be said
about  the translat ion.  I  ad here to  my example as  c losely  as  possible”  ( 1896:
5) .  He is  posing as  a  neutral  par ty,  as  much as  that  is  possible;  however,
his  bel ief  that  Beowulf  is  “ the expression of  the fol k- ideal  and thus a  wel l-
nigh ref lect ion of  the character,  morals  and habits  of  the old  Germanic
peoples”  (20)  may ver y  wel l  have inf luenced his  translat ion choices.  By
analyzing Simons’  paratext  and translat ion choices through the lens of
domesticat ion and foreignizat ion,  I  hope to  reveal  the cultural  framing of
his  translat ion and answer  the question:  What  changes to  the or iginal
poem did  Simons make in  translat ion,  and how can these changes be
accounted for ?  More broadly,  my paper  addresses the question of  the
legacy of  medieval  Engl ish  l i terar y  culture in  a  modern,  non-anglophone
context.

S u z a n n e  K l a re  i s  a  P h D  s t u d e n t  a t  L e i d e n  U n i ve r s i t y,  wo r k i n g  o n  D r.  T h i j s
Po rc k ’s  E ME R G E N C E  P ro j e c t  ( E a r l y  M e d i eva l  E n g l i s h  i n  N i n ete e n t h - C e n t u r y
E u ro p e  ( E ME R G E N C E  –  E R C  p ro j e c t )  –  T h i j s  Po rc k ) .



Valentina Abrigó Ciarrocca

Universitat  Autònoma de Barcelona

The Genealogy of  the Female Trickster

In  the Middle  Ages,  recal l ing  and preser ving the past  was impor tant  to
shaping culture.  But  as  histor y  was not  a  separate f ie ld  in  and of  i tself,
var ious indiv iduals  wrote about  histor ical  subjects,  including troubadours,
who depicted how their  society  was developed and governed through their
composit ions.
Authors  tr ied to  ref lect  on the past  to  mould  their  narrat ives and to  create
archetypes to  make a  better  understanding of  the world.  These fabr icated
figures usual ly  ser ved to  cr it ique or  analyse how were the t imes they l ived
in.  One of  them was the tr ickster,  which could  be traced back to  the
Bible 's  Old  Testament.  Eve committed the f i rst  s in  by  eat ing the fruit  of
know ledge,  and after wards "pursuing"  Adam to fol low,  causing humanity 's
demise.  Later  on,  people  or  characters  that  were seen as  transgressors  of
societal  norms,  or  often created chaos with  the purpose that  their  act ions
may lead to  growth,  revelat ion,  or  just ice,  offered a  lens through which to
examine power  dynamics,  gender  roles,  and morals  ambiguity,  ser ved to
shape the character ist ics  of  the tr ickster  archetype.
The Church was highly  inf luentia l  in  medieval  culture,  therefore,  the c la im
that  the First  Woman was responsible  for  humanity 's  downfal l  had a
signif icant  impact  on how society  perceived women's  ro les.  I t  created a
vicious circ le  of  mistrust  that  kept  women from r is ing to  posit ions of
authority  or  taking on too much decision-making.  People  assumed that
simi lar  to  Eve's  s in  that  "ruined"  Paradise,  women would  eventual ly  lead to
society 's  col lapse.
Consequently,  the female  tr ickster  is  a  repositor y  of  cultural  memor y and
a lens for  cr it iquing i ts  contemporar y  values as  wel l  as  deeply  rooted in
mythological  tradit ions and l i terar y  narrat ives.  Through ta les  of
subversion,  cunning,  and resi l ience,  i t  remind us  of  the complexity  of
medieval  society  and i ts  ongoing inf luence on how we remember and
reinterpret  h istor y.
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Charlotte Atkins

University  of  Oxford

Language and “Lykyng”:  Latin  Compilation in  A  T a l k y n g  o f  t h e

L o u e  o f  G o d

The four teenth-centur y  Middle  Engl ish  compi lat ion  A  Ta l k y n g  of  t h e  L o u e
of  G o d  ( A  Ta l k y n g )  is  experiencing a  cr it ical  resurgence among
medieval ists,  major  pr ior it ies  of  which are  the identif icat ion of  A  Ta l k y n g ’s
compi led source texts,  and the analysis  of  A  Ta l k y n g ’s  complex
engagements with  them.  Central  A  Ta l k y n g  source texts  are  two Wooing
Group works and var ious Anselmian writ ings,  a l l  of  which are  compi led by
A  Ta l k y n g  in  Middle  Engl ish.  However,  A  Tal kyng a lso contains  mult ip le
l ines of  Lat in,  mater ia l  which has rarely  received the same cr it ical
attention as  A  Ta l k y n g ’s  Middle  Engl ish- language compi lator y  pract ice.  In
my paper  I  wi l l  argue for  A  Ta l k y n g ’s  l ines of  Lat in  as  themselves compi led
materia l ,  these l ines not  only  inheritances from other  interpolated works,
but  a lso purposive inclusions subject  to  the same pract ices and
considerat ions as  A  Ta l k y n g ’s  Middle  Engl ish- language compi lat ion.  In
arguing thus,  my paper  wi l l  f i rst  br ief ly  propose new sources for  several  of
A  Ta l k y n g ’s  Lat in  l ines,  broadening the textual  l ineage out  of  which the
work ar ises before then contending the specif ic  appl icabi l i ty  of  previous
analyses of  A  Ta l k y n g ’s  Middle  Engl ish  compi lator y  pract ices to  i ts  Lat in
compi lat ion as  wel l .  The medieval  compi lat ion is  a  memoria l  genre,
drawing for ward and reconfigur ing previous texts  through a  present
l i terar y  and cultural  moment.  That  A  Ta l k y n g  per forms this  compi lator y
work in  Lat in  as  wel l  as  Middle  Engl ish  extends the text ’s  memoria l
possibi l i t ies,  evidencing the complex web of  scr iptural ,  patr ist ic,  and
vernacular  devotional  inheritances foundational  to  this  remarkable  work.   

C h a r l o t t e  A t k i n s  i s  a n  M P h i l  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d .
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Victoria  Craggs

University  of  Freiburg

' The t ime is  come I  wi l l  make end' :  Eschatological  and Local

Memory in  the York Cycle  Plays

A snake in  the form of  a  r ibbon.  Eve,  cur ious,  and the vaulted cei l ings
inside St.  Mar t in ’s  Church.  When I  tuned my ears,  I  could  hear  the
apocalypt ic  roar.  Bus 2  grow l ing into  v iew.  This  paper  wi l l  examine the
interplay  between eschatological  deep t ime and spatia l  local  t ime in  the
York Cycle  Plays.  A  protean corpus valuable  to  the study of  Medieval
Narratology,  the plays  wi l l  be  used to  develop a  cognit ive  per formance
framework informed by  the conceptual  b lending of  deict ics,  spat ia l
referencing,  and the dual  purpose of  the per formances:  ‘prodesse qua
delectare ’  (von Contzen,  2016) ,  to  inform and del ight.  Conversing between
textual  eschatology and per formative local  space and t ime,  i t  wi l l  be
argued that  the York  Cycle  Plays  construct  a  hybr id  space for  medieval  and
modern understandings of  memor y.
The paper  wi l l  use a  v isual  powerpoint  to  guide the audience through the
fol lowing sections:  cognit ive  and narratological  framework,  c lose analysis
of  selected passages,  and the contemporar y  legacy of  the York  Cycle
Plays.  Par t icular  emphasis  wi l l  be  drawn from the embodied and enactiv ist
approach of  Eva von Contzen (2020) ,  J i l l  Stevenson’s  explorat ion of  mirror
neurons and conceptual  b lending (2010) ,  and scrut iniz ing the ‘ Perspective
Structure ’  of  Manfred Pf ister  and Ansgar  Nünning a longside the
per formances.  Fur thermore,  this  paper  wi l l  approach the experient ia l
dimensions of  devotion,  per formance,  and eschatology a longside the local
space of  York  through Marco Caracciolo  (2014,  2021 )  and Karin  Kukkonen
(2021) .
Bu s  2  g row l i n g  i n to  v i ew.  When watching the York  Cycle  Plays,  the exter ior
soundscape cannot  be ignored.  This  paper  wi l l  not  only  feature Bus 2  and
the use of  churches in  the 2024 per formances as  mimetic  spaces,  but  a lso
the question of  legacy.  What  conceptual  b lending do we see today?  Are we
audiences,  or  par t ic ipants?  Memor y  is  not  secondar y,  but  enactive  -
revised,  per formed,  par t ic ipated in.

V i c to r i a  C ra g gs  i s  a  DA A D  S c h o l a r  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  Fre i b u rg ,  s t u d y i n g  a
M a s te r s  i n  E n g l i s h  L i te ra t u re  a n d  L i te ra r y  T h e o r y.
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Salvatore Diodato

Pontif icia  Università  Antonianum |  Università  del la  Calabria

The perseverance of  singular  identity  between remembrance

and present  knowledge in  God in  the Q u e s t i o n e s  d i s p u t a t æ  de

veritate of  Thomas Aquinas

In  q u e s t i o  19  of  h is  Q u e s t i o n e s  D i s p u ta t æ  d e  Ve r i ta te ,  Thomas Aquinas
engages with  the complex issue of  the know ledge of  t he human soul
fol lowing corporal  death.  Whi le  this  subject  may not  ser ve a s  a  cent ral  tenet
of  Christ ian doctr ine,  i t  become an accepted topi c  i n  the c u l t u re d  d e b a te
since the 12th centur y.  Indeed,  f rom th e 12th to  13t h  cent ur ies,  the
scholast ic  and abbey col legiate,  a longsi de the new l y  est abl ished
universit ies,  began to  star t  what  would  have b ecome the chara cter ist ic
methodology of  medieval  S c h o l a s t i c i s m .  The t rad i t iona l  L e c t i o —i.e.  a  lecture
on Sacred Scripture and i ts  Glosses—was progressi vely  a l ongside D i s p u ta t i o .
This  latter  medieval  academic form of  teac hing,  whi le  ret aining  t he sty le  of
the q u e s t i o ,  expanded the scope of  i nqui r y  to  encompass broade r  t heological
and phi losophical  themes.  Within  t he Chr i st i an  Lat in  wor ld  and t he broad
rel ig ious European landscape,  such d i s p u ta t i o n e s  are neit her  v i ewed as
super f luous nor  as  straying from the core of  the faith;  rat her,  these are
thought  of  as  enr iching and confi rmi ng the fai th  i tsel f.
So,  in  the two ar t ic les  within  the 19th  question of  D e  Ve r i ta te ,  Aquinas shows
a robust  argument  that  confirms Chr i st i an  doctr i ne a nd t radit ion whi le
simultaneously  deepening the explorat i on of  Christ ian t houg ht  to  levels
attained by  phi losophical  invest igat i ons dur ing the Schol ast ic  per iod.  From
the academic context  of  the late  Middle  Ages,  the paper  wa nt s  to  i l lustrate
how Thomas Aquinas cogently  argues for  t he persevera nce of  i n d i v i d u a l
i d e n t i t y  beyond bodi ly  death.  Moreover,  fo l lowing Aquinas,  i t  can aff i rm that
God may be understood as  the deposi tor y  of  the sy n ta x —how himself  is—
adaptable  to  any  actual  real i ty,  whi c h concur rent l y  sust a ins  p e r s o n a l  and
c o m m u n a l  s e m a n t i c s  within  the beatif i c  l i fe.  Thus,  the p e r s o n a l  m e m o r y  of
any person persists  in  the s ingular i ty  of  one’s  exi stence in  re lat ion to  the
Being that  God is .

S a l va to re  D i o d a to  i s  a  P h D  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  Po n t i f i c i a  U n i ve r s i ta s  A n to n i a n u m
a n d  a ss i s ta n t  p rofe ss o r  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t à  d e l l a  Ca l a b r i a,  h e  i s  wo r k i n g  o n  t h e
re c e pt i o n  of  T h o m a s  Aq u i n a s's  t h o u g h t  i n  c o n te m p o ra r y  t i m e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
J. M .  F i n n i s's  t h e o r y  of  a c t i o n  a n d  P.T.  G e a c h  a n d  h i s  l o g i c a l ,  o n to l o g i c a l ,  a n d
m eta p hys i c a l  sys te m .
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The shaping of  memory in  Saint  Guthlac ' s  death in  G u t h l a c  B ,

E x e t e r  B o o k

The late  tenth-centur y  Old  Engl ish  poems G u t h l a c  A  and G u t h l a c  B ,  found
in  the E xete r  B o o k  (Cathedral  L ibrar y,  MS 3501,  C o d ex  E xo n i e n s i s ) ,  recount
the l i fe  and death of  the Anglo-Saxon saint  Guthlac of  Crow land.  The
saint ’s  responsibi l i t ies  evolve as  he grows older  and matures spir i tual ly,
with  the poems ref lect ing on the v ir tues and v ices associated with  youth
and old  age.  In  G u t h l a c  A ,  these are  depicted through the saint ’s  personal
experiences of  youth and adulthood,  whereas in  G u t h l a c  B ,  they  are
i l lustrated through the relat ionship  between the saint  and his  ser vant.  As
the saint  approaches death,  he assumes the socia l  ro le  of  comfor t ing
those he wi l l  leave behind whi le  preparing his  posthumous legacy through
prophetic  speech.  
In  this  presentat ion,  we wi l l  argue that  the por trayal  of  death and the
dialogues that  precede i t  in  G u t h l a c  B  achieve two main purposes:  to
comfor t  the audience by  addressing questions about  death and presenting
the saint ’s  responses as  guidance,  and to  provide detai ls  about  the bur ia l
process and r i tuals  surrounding the saint ’s  body—an essentia l  e lement  in
shaping both the memor y of  the saint  and the histor y  of  Crow land.  To that
end,  we wi l l  analyze the vocabular y  in  the text  re lated to  memor y,  and the
act  of  m e m o r  C h r i s t i  per formed by  the saint  as  he exemplar i ly  imitates the
l i fe  of  Christ .  

S a ra  E n n i s  i s  a  P h D  c a n d i d a te  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i d a d  N a c i o n a l  d e  L a  P l a ta,
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  m e d i eva l  E n g l i s h  l i te ra t u re.  H e r  t h e s i s ,  f u n d e d  by  C O N I C E T
( C o n s e j o  N a c i o n a l  d e  I nve s t i g a c i o n e s  C i e n t í f i c a s  y  T é c n i c a s ) ,  i s  t i t l e d
" P i c t u r i n g  D e a t h  i n  T h re e  M o m e n t s  i n  M e d i eva l  E n g l i s h  H a g i o g ra p hy:  A
C o m p a ra t i ve  S t u d y  of  Æ l f r i c  of  E y n s h a m’s  P ro s e  ( 1 0 t h  C e n t u r y ) ,  Po e m s  f ro m
t h e  E xete r  B o o k  ( 1 1 t h  C e n t u r y ) ,  a n d  L a te  M e d i eva l  D evot i o n a l  Tex t s  ( 1 3 t h –
1 5 t h  C e n t u r i e s ) " .  S h e  p a r t i c i p a te s  i n  re s e a rc h  p ro j e c t s  a t  b ot h  t h e
U n i ve r s i d a d  N a c i o n a l  d e  L a  P l a ta  a n d  t h e  U n i ve r s i d a d  d e  Bu e n o s  A i re s ,  a n d
h a s  b e e n  i nvo l ve d  i n  te a c h i n g  c o u r s e s  o n  S p a n i s h  M e d i eva l  L i te ra t u re  a n d
I n t ro d u c t i o n  to  O l d  E n g l i s h  a t  h e r  h o m e  u n i ve r s i t y.
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Circulation,  Reception and Legacy of  Arab Historiographical

Memories during Periods of  Crisis  in  Iberia  (13th-16th

centuries)

Medieval  Chr ist ian society  intel lectual ly  con st ructed a  normat ive “ourselves”
that  was based on the construct ion of  d ifferent  “othernesses” ,  such as  those
of  the Arab communit ies.  Due to  hi stor y  wri t ing,  these representat ions
circulated in  form of  “memori es”  through di fferent  g eogra phies and
inter textual ly  connected numerous texts  f rom subsequent  cent ur ies.  
With  this  framework,  our  object ive  is  to  analyz e how t he tex t s  of  the 16th
centur y  Hispanic  Monarchy receive and use the 1 3th  centur y  “memories”  of
the Arab communit ies  to  legit imize their  c urrent  socia l  struct ure.  To do this,
f i rst  we wi l l  analyze the Cast i l i an  representat ions of  Ara bs in  the 13th
centur y  based on the H i s to r i a  G ot h i c a  by Xi menes de Ra da a nd the E s to r i a  d e
E s p a ñ a  by Alphonse X.  Then,  we wi l l  study  how t hese medieval
representat ions circulate  in  form of  “memori es”  and resignify  in  numerous
texts  from the 16th  centur y  based on a  doub l e  reception process.  First ,  i t  is
transmitted in  h istor iographical  texts  such as  the C o ro n i c a  G e n e ra l  d e
E s p a ñ a  ( 157 1-1574)  by  Ambrosio  de Morales.  Then,  from these,  i t  is  received
both in  l i terar y  and eschatological  texts  such as  the  Tra ta d o  d e  Tr i b u l a c i o n
( 1589)  by  Pedro de Ribadeneyra.  
This  analysis  wi l l  be  done based on the concept  of  “memor y”  of  Pierre  Nora,
the conceptual  ideas of  the reception theor y  of  Hans-Rober t  Jauss and the
new intel lectual  h istor y  of  Dominick LaCapra.  This  theoret ica l  appa ratus wi l l
a l low us to  study the different  contexts  i n  which these “memor ies”  emerged,
the networks through which they traveled f rom t he Middl e  Ag es to  the
Modern Age,  and how these “memori es”  were ad justed to  the cr is is  real i ty  of
the 16th  centur y.  Their  object ive  is  to  project  a  pa r t icula r  socia l  order
adapted to  the posit ioning of  the Hi span i c  Monarc hy of  Phi l ip  I I  in  the so-
cal led “wars  of  re l ig ion”  of  the t ime.

I a g o  B ra i s  Fe r r á s  Ga rc í a  i s  a  re s e a rc h e r  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  S a n t i a g o  d e
C o m p o s te l a  f u n d e d  by  t h e  F P U  p ro g ra m  of  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  U n i ve r s i t i e s ,
G ove r n m e n t  of  S p a i n.  H i s  re s e a rc h  p ro j e c t s  fo c u s  o n  t h e  re p re s e n ta t i o n  of  t h e
M i d d l e  Ag e s  i n  s i x te e n t h - c e n t u r y  I b e r i a n  h i s to r i o g ra p hy,  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  u s e s
of  t h e  m e d i eva l  i n  c o n te m p o ra r y  c u l t u ra l  p ro d u c t s .
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The Legacy of  Mughal  Letter-Writ ing Tradit ion

Poster

This  paper  emphasises that  letters  are  v ita l  for  remembering and
understanding histor y.  By  analysing Mughal  documents,  i t  seeks to  answer
how letters  evolved as  archives,  agents  of  power,  and long-standing
histor ies  that  rendered the past.  We have a  r ich stock of  letter
col lect ions.  However,  h istor ians only  used i t  br ief ly.  In  this  paper,  we wi l l
explore the letters  direct ly  from the pen of  emperors,  their  ministers,  and
princesses.  We wi l l  a lso  examine the letters  of  Suf i  saints,  royal  ladies,
poets,  and others.  Analysis  of  these letter  col lect ions reveals  that  their
themes included personal  communicat ion between the sender  and
recipient  and the era's  pol i t ical ,  economic,  socia l ,  cultural ,  and
administrat ive  components.
Correspondence was fundamental  in  governance,  d ip lomacy,  and
interpersonal  re lat ions dur ing the Mughal  era.  Letters  were the means of
communicat ion from the emperor  to  his  off ic ia ls ,  a l l ies,  and adversar ies.
They constituted information tools  as  wel l  as  instruments of  pol i t ics  for
manoeuvring,  bargaining,  and the exercise of  power.  The r ich content  and
form of  Mughal  letters  ser ved as  both modes of  communicat ion and
impor tant  histor ical  documents.  The records contain  the nuances of  dai ly
l i fe,  governance,  and imperia l  ideology,  and in  this  way,  a  g l impse into  the
legacy of  the Mughal  socio-cultural  fabr ic  can be gained not  through
chronicles  or  h istor ies  but  letters.  In  addit ion,  the paper  is  focused on the
strategic  use of  letters  by  the Mughal  ru lers  to  promote their  authority
and legit imacy.  Emperors  a lso used histor ical  precedents  and
achievements for  a  continuous stor y l ine of  power  as  they used letters  to
advance their  inf luence around the empire.  

N a z re e n  i s  a  P h D  s c h o l a r  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H i s ot r y  a n d  C u l t u re  of  J a m i a
M i l l i a  I s l a m i a,  i n  D e l h i ,  I n d i a.
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Testament ( ' izustnaja  pamjat ' )  as  a  tool  of  memory in  the

Russian Middle  Ages

Izustnaja  pamjat ' ,  or  in  the modern sense of  the testament  ( the wi l l ) ,  is  a
rather  interest ing and mult i faceted source.  I t  a l lows you to  consider  the
issue of  kabala  ( russian s laver y)  re lat ionships,  debt  obl igat ions,  and make
a br ief  excursion into  the l i fe  of  a  man who stood on the threshold  of  two
worlds.  Thus,  the Russian tradit ion of  making wi l ls  made i t  possible  to
perpetuate the memor y of  people  of  the Middle  Ages,  even i f  they  did  not
belong to  the noble  c lass.  The purpose of  the author 's  ar t ic le  is  to  study
the issue of  making a  medieval  wi l l ,  i ts  form,  mandator y  semantic  par ts
and structure.  I t  a lso  presents  an attempt to  systematize  information that
can be obtained from wi l ls  drawn up in  the per iod before the beginning of
the 17th  centur y.  One of  the documents that  was studied by  the author
was publ ished by  him and introduced into  scient if ic  c irculat ion for  the
f irst  t ime.  

E l i z a veta  Po p ova,  P h D  i n  M e d i eva l  H i s to r y,  re s e a rc h e r  a t  t h e  Ya ro s l a v-t h e -
W i s e  N ovg o ro d  S ta te  U n i ve r s i t y,  ( N ovg o ro d,  R u ss i a n  Fe d e ra t i o n ) ,
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Benoit  de Sainte Maure’  Briseis:  a  heroine between Ancient

Greek Novel  and Roman Love Elegy

Benoit 's  L e  R o m a n  d e  Tro i e  ( T h e  R o m a n c e  of  Troy )  is  a  novel  of  the Middle
Ages.  I t  was written in  the 12th centur y  as  an adaptat ion of  the Homeric
epic,  I l i a d .  The author  var ies  the stor y,  focusing our  attention here on
Briseis.  The young lady  is  presented as  the daughter  of  Calchas,  who,
although an a l ly  of  the Trojans,  decides to  s ide with  the Greeks.  Br iseis  is
character ized by  a  number  of  adject ives,  which describe both her  external
appearance and her  mental i ty.  She is  deeply  in  love with  Troi lus,  from
whom she is  forced to  separate,  something that  remind us  the Ancient
Greek novel  where the same separat ion happens.  The two young people
experience incredible  disappointment  and pain  in  their  last  meeting,
which is  a  tender  moment.
The continuation of  the stor y  shows Briseis  f inal ly  transferred to  the s ide
of  the Achaeans.  There one of  the Greeks,  Diomedes immediately
approaches her  and expresses his  feel ings,  swearing eternal  loyalty  and
perpetual  p leasure.  But  Br iseis  re jects  Diomedes,  recogniz ing him as  a
man of  honour  but  they  could  not  be together.  This  par t  of  the text  is
reminiscent  of  the Roman Love Elegy.  The d o m i n a  Br iseis  with  her  beauty
has dominated the mind of  Diomedes,  who wi l l ingly  accepts  to  ser ve her,
to  become her  p u e r ,  putt ing into  pract ice the s e r v i t i u m  a m o r i s .
A l l  the three protagonists  of  the passage are  ser vants  of  Eros,  ser ving
him in  the same way:  they  are  deeply  in  love.  They are  possessed by
sincere love feel ings.  No one can resist  against  Love!  The novel  is  a
character ist ic  example of  how Homeric  poetr y  has inf luenced the
Literature of  the West  and how Classics  are  st i l l  a l ive!

M a r i a  S a n d a l i  i s  a  P h. D  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  At h e n s .  S h e  h a s  s t u d i e d
C l a ss i c s  a n d  h e r  m a s te r  d e g re e  i s  i n  A n c i e n t  G re e k  H i s to r y.  H e r  re s e a rc h  i s
fo c u s e d  o n  t h e  re c e pt i o n  of  a n t i q u i t y  i n  L a te  A n t i q u i t y  a n d  M e d i eva l  Ti m e s .
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' Copy/Pasting Memories ' .  The Construction of  a  Narrative of

Royal  Prestige for  the Monastery of  Sahagún

The C h ro n i c l e  of  A b b ot  A l o n s o  (or  Walabonso)  is  a  recent ly  rediscovered
medieval  text  that  narrates the foundation of  the monaster y  of  Sahagún,
situat ing this  event  in  the context  of  the Astur ian Monarchy.  However,  i t  is
not  a  text  from the late  9th  centur y  by  the monaster y 's  f i rst  abbot  (as  the
text  i tself  c la ims) ,  but  a  12th-centur y  forger y  of  a  late  copy of
the C h ro n i c a  A l b e l d e n s i a  (ca.  884) .  
However,  the real  author  did  not  only  incorporate references to  Sahagún
into the text.  Fur thermore,  the author  sought  to  compensate for  the
paucity  of  information in  the or iginal  A l b e l d e n s i a  by  incorporat ing a
mult itude of  events  fabr icated after  884.  These included the arr ival  of  the
Holy  Ark  in  Astur ias,  the restorat ion of  the Episcopal  see of  Oviedo,  the
arr ival  of  the remains of  Saint  Eula l ia  in  Astur ias,  the legend of  the Cross
of  the Angels,  and the discover y  of  the tomb of  Saint  James,  among
others.  To achieve this,  the 'neo-chronicler  Walabonso'  had access to
other  materia ls  from which he could  draw upon.  He took the or iginal  text
of  the  A l b e l d e n s i a ,  incorporated histor ical  news known from later
chronicles,  events  from other  nearby  monaster ies  and created a  new
narrat ive  about  the or igins  of  h is  monaster y,  thus establ ishing a  new
col lect ive  memor y for  the monastic  community.  
This  is  an i l lustrat ive  example of  the creat ion of  an ' imaginat ive  memor y '
( in  the words of  Amy G.  Remensnyder)  from histor iography,  with  the
object ive  of  forging a  prest igious identity  for  the monaster y.  
The object ive  of  this  paper  is  to  present  the chronicle  and analyse i ts
sources,  the textual  transmission and i ts  adaptat ion,  the materia ls  that
inspired i t  and the inter textual i ty  of  this  chronicle.  This  process of
rewrit ing memor y a l lows us  to  analyse the relat ionships between present
and past,  as  wel l  as  between f ict ion and histor ical  truth.  

Á l va ro  S o l a n o  Fe r n á n d e z - S o rd o  i s  a  yo u n g  l e c t u re r  i n  M e d i eva l  H i s to r y  a t
t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  of  O v i e d o  ( i n  n o r t h e r n  S p a i n ) ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s ta g e s  of  h i s
te a c h i n g  a n d  re s e a rc h  c a re e r.  H e  i s  c u r re n t l y  e m p l oye d  a s  a  n o n - p e r m a n e n t
l e c t u re r  i n  M e d i eva l  H i s to r y,  h a v i n g  c o m p l ete d  h i s  d o c to ra l  s t u d i e s  e i g h t
ye a r s  a g o.  
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The Behaviour  of  Truth-Tel l ing and its  Memory in  Twelfth-

Century Hagiographies:  A Case Study of  St.  Gi lbert  and St.

Dunsta

This  study explores the roles  of  truth-tel l ing  and i ts  memor y in  twelfth-
centur y  hagiography,  focusing on the l ives  of  Saint  Gi l ber t  and Saint
Dunstan.  The pr imar y  a im of  this  research is  to  analyze how these saints
embody truth through their  act ions and words whi le  considering how
memor y—both col lect ive  and indiv idual—shapes the construction of  the
saints'  authority  in  the texts.  In  these hagiographies,  authors  often quote
or  imitate  descript ions of  apost les  or  angels  from bibl ical  l i terature,
attempting to  a l ign the image of  the saint  with  the col lect ive  memor y of
the apost les  in  lay  society.  Through the miracles  depicted in  the saints'
l ives,  lay  v iewers,  bel ievers,  and transmitters  of  these stor ies  each
contr ibute to  shaping personal  memories  of  the saints'  authority  in  truth-
tel l ing,  then forming a  socia l  network of  col lect ive  memor y through oral
tradit ion.  Employing textual  analysis,  comparat ive  methods,  and a
framework based on memor y studies,  this  research invest igates the
various versions of  their  hagiographies and the contexts  in  which they
were produced.  Prel iminar y  f indings suggest  that  por traying these saints
as truth-tel lers  not  only  ser ves to  enhance their  spir i tual  authority  but
also ref lects  how memor y was manipulated to  address and reinforce the
social  and pol i t ical  concerns of  the twelfth-centur y  church.  This  study
highl ights  how memor y,  narrat ive,  and truth-tel l ing  intersect  in  the
construction of  medieval  saint ly  identit ies,  shedding l ight  on the
dynamics of  memor y formation in  re l ig ious and pol i t ical  d iscourse.
Ult imately,  i t  emphasizes the evolv ing role  of  saints  in  hagiographic  texts
in  mediat ing truth and memor y within  the medieval  ecclesiast ical  and
pol it ical  spheres.

S h u n r a n  T u  i s  a  P h D  s t u d e n t  i n  M e d i e v a l  H i s t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E x e t e r .
H i s  r e s e a r c h  e x p l o r e s  t r u t h - t e l l i n g  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t w e l f t h  a n d  t h i r t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h  h a g i o g r a p h y .  H e  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p a l a e o g r a p h y  a n d
s o c i a l  t h e o r y  o f  M i c h e l  F o u c a u l t .
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