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s E Ac R 0 FT TO DAy d 1 Seacroft Hospital 12 Leeds East Academy
2 Tesco Extra 13 The Cricketers Arms
o 3 Tower blocks: 14 The Gate Pub
_ = a) Barncrofts 15 LS14Trustand
At the last count, Seacroft was home to >, _ b) Seacroft Gate Ramshead Hill Shops
fourteen and a half thousand people. Itis a ' i <) Queensview 16 Seacroft Village Hall
busy area, with plenty of houses, schools and Ittt e . 17 Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
shops and lots of open green space as well. 4 Seacroft Grange Primary School 18 Seacroft Working Men’s Club
5 The Wykebeck .
This map shows the Seacroft area as it is today 6 Beechwood Primary School 1B B!shop el Academy
and we have marked on some key sites. _ 7 St James' Church -0 Kl el S adan
' 21 Denis Healey Centre
8 Black Shops

22 The Old Lion and Lamb
23 Killingbeck Cemetery
24 Village Green

25 Seacroft Grange (House)
King George V Gardens

Which places in Seacroft are important

ble t - 9 Seacroft Methodist Hall/Chapel FM
or memorabie to you!

10 Seacroft Community Hub (Library)
11 Britannia Hotel
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b \ - \  m g 1o 008
13 ".' -
E s E Ac R 0 FT As A v I L LAG E P R “Seacroft has always been a lovely village to live in. | have
P never been ashamed to admit | have lived here. | remember
f N 'k | - going into Leeds, passing down York Road and seeing children
Up until the 20th Century, Seacroft was a tiny village on the Ry e s with no shoes on and rows and rows of houses so close
outskirts of Leeds. It officially became a part of the city in together. When Darcy Wilson’s nephew sold all the land to the
1912, along with Roundhay, Shadwell and part of Cross Gates. e Council to build Seacroft Estate and provide new houses for all
the people that lived in those streets, | thought how wonderful
The land around the village was occupied by farmers and - for those children to be able to share our open fields and
was owned by the Squire of Seacroft, who lived in Seacroft breathe our beautiful fresh air”
Hall. FoIIowmg the death of the last SqUIre in 1931, the land From Down Memory Lane: Memories of Seacroft as a Village 1926 - 1947
was bought by Leeds City Council. The council planned to by Alan Noble, previous Church Warden, St James's Seacroft. ltem
use the land to build new homes, as many Leeds families —_— ™ | locatedin Local and Family History, Leeds Central Library
were being displaced as part of the City’s ‘slum clearance’ X5, N/ ‘“?'
and redevelopment programme. % \? a9 T
B i ioos \ N .,
Building of the new estate commenced in 1935. The Second Seacroft Grange (built 1627) | & \\ R N N A R N
World War caused work to cease, but building resumed as ‘A seventeenth century house with later  fi§ i R Tk el - % os0
A . enlargements, formerly known as Tottie 5 Wii2 Top T
soon as the war was over. This map shows Seacroft Village as Hall (residence of the Tottie family) was A a4 By
. . . o = e Lk
it was in 1932, just before development began. acquired by the Wilson family of Seacroft MILL GREEN  _an e
Hall. It was remodeled in 1837, when the —
What do you think the most significant chunges handsome oak staircase removed from — _""eu NN
have been in Seacroft over the last century? e oieliiine barshiof WIESRGHT TR seaergt e i b
was transferred to it. The house was for & t:.ul- i‘f.'f .
many years occupied by Dr W. Pogson ‘ Nt oo
: - (buried at Seacroft, 13 November, 1912, ‘ '. L '___ i
) 7 aczs aged 75) . k “;
) e 229 From The Churches and Schools of Seacroft .'.- "~‘ I
e ‘_ 1 e Leeds by George E. Kirk, 1954 o A
B 399 \ . | '..
0 R i H | " Seacroft Mill (built late 1700s)
The Cricketers Arms (built c.1830) .. A\ - —s— | byl e O T “Built of magnesium limestone in the eighteenth
Formerly numbers 14, 16 and 18 The Green, AL o = : 735 291 century, the windmill ... was marked on a tithe
the Cricketers Arms Public House was built _5;:""" "*uo30 o ‘x_r‘*".. Trgge B | map of 1834, when the owner was stated to be
in the middle of the 19th Century and is a o i e i A - \a '\ . 4 @ | John Wilson, who leased it to James Pearson.
Grade ll listed building. Built of gritstone, - (“\“\ ‘_ \‘EQ 7. ,:;:g :j ST | There were two pairs of millstones and room
with a pitched slate roof, the pub was Gf"" - 9 m_, <, *“g g b_}f rg. sl T for a third. It was still in use in 1928, but not
originally a coaching inn, serving travellers .- f*‘mﬂ% - ‘J{v R Gﬂ% | \ powered by wind. For many years during the e
using the old York Road. The pub’s interior %HQJQ' B B = g o 5 1930s it was known as Betty Barker’s Mill, taking all
was altered and refurbished in the latter . ‘Q@Tﬂé ¥ AN 9 its name from the owner or tenant of the farm in
part of the last century and the building L] o el L J e % | | whichitformeda part. The farm was demolished
incorporates a terrace of cottages which u¥ ARunn | lm in 1969
woes | Previously stood to one side. = Drieiues Grownd :m‘? .| From Yorkshire Windmills Through Time by Alan
yrang 1 - S e B/ N : Whitworth, Amberley, 2011
III' ’ _ p ¥ b .__. 408 .\ . r;he Sl'un:]lff: .ft 1'-
& & S = i | i ! il 2 g Plantation Y o
:‘;‘:; Lpwsap oy ﬁ'! ."s."::.::‘. ey o -’E.L_';\_ - / f aosa | ke @ .f: 8/ & -.‘r
g > - 168y [ o -J”':H 2 i
s t % . % .1:Jl>: “1\;;1' # _; —1 1 ‘_ ; - ""i 5.8 ‘:
llinis A0an) s = | E_LL ./ ...1............. ; =l
St James’ Church (consecrated 1845) & AV B o o N bt
s Constructed of Roundhay stone by Benjamin ;Q_;j;:'; g rant 7 e P o j
Russell of Leeds, the church cost £3,174. Most O A s ;';!:\"il L % i Seacroft National School
of the cost was shared between the Rev. Arthur 2 e /.%‘E;:! Py ?ﬁ‘%. \% 11 '?:?*T' 401 (opened 1840)
Martineau, Vicar of Whitkirk, and Mr. John — §rogu peerts J_f': f ‘r_‘? % 7 n, f"mh 5 AL Seacroft National School educated
Wilson and family of Seacroft Hall. The church g WM ‘32{} x{_\. ’5=§¢ INStbe childieh of Seacroft village for
was consecrated on the 28th of November o ':"""." ‘%& (&‘ & ; _ﬁl (IR ) 77 overahundred years, until it was
Jistl .1845. Seacrc?ft becarT\e a parish in its own right : 1’{ q‘q e - - %‘Z‘ .? . ) | superseded by a number of new
/15 in1856, having previously been a part of the ‘1 o y el y _‘:237 O - schools that were built as part of
/ parish of Whitkirk. ; ' L e 5 s hﬁ; J .;a: g % the new Seacroft estate. It closed its
Information courtesy of Leodis.net Pl i '}‘%ﬂ &G ‘E? | doorsin 1950 and was eventually
P 1% 2 i s 5 "‘L} 'S R | demolished in 1966.
’ S S { e e LA sy
& i e st dG \ o f...-:~':3i
- TSI .E-.‘f‘?;f'*' 503 T .-,, [ f%ﬁ_%‘?i "'nf_“"l ¥ * : E, ir
Methodist Chapel (built 1874) ol — s a g s, b5 :_-_-."U- @ 3 Cgese a0e0
The first Wesleyan Chapel was built in a “yig | 7 ol 7S 33 ¥ Q9 f"‘- = &6
) Seacroft in 1751. The later building, prs Llin AN Y A Pt R - -
4073 : “250 Ll s Ly Segerafl ¥ el | H Y .
1o g1g shown on the map, incorporated part | # LW Hall "',-;;'";’ g\ et e A
of the original chapel wall and was an THE/ PARK S R L v R “:mn:',i-j'i- s J
important part of community life in il -, '..-i':' o > 9 CS?’::\‘ i {g p ‘Ul, el ey R a &
Seacroft for many years. It now houses .-‘4.?,_{” <AL, : o) ; i G;d e ,.a'ﬁ]_ ke R —
. Sigpald M. Tadiopstation. &/ ' R s ;;D';' ; wifj#_: 7l The Lion and Lamb Public House
e G A o o2 0% Bt (built 1846)
/ a -:;‘. N, o O ne 1;_‘ “It was a working pub until the 1950s
() * a0 B e e A 2L and had an onsite brewery at the rear.
7 ‘_C "ol _;;3,-* " : ’\ﬂ‘ ‘?* e - i o It was sold to John Davenport & Sons
J':-' 'f'{-“m ; i T "'“"'".-g?..?'?- _ M ._ " : of Birmingham in 1931 on the death of
Q ‘5% Seacroft Hall (built c.1605) b & 57 J So- AR == Darcy Bruce Wilson, the Lord of the Manor.
& “The exact date when Seacroft Hall was built is not very clear T e a_ 009 T e/ = = In 1939, Davenports applied for a grant of
due to the fact that earlier historians seemed to have failed - AT = Ty ;;J__"\_;:_E};; ﬁg;gﬂ e | ) = H 1 the removal of the license to premises to
to record these particular events in the course of history. \ QH . \‘-,‘: % @ f‘p 2 1 1"'1 =M be built in the adjacent plot of land. The
It is believed to have been built by the Shilettos, who had .'IF‘:’ @ | i 18 ' i Second World War intervened and the new
purchased Seacroft Estate from the Earl of Devon in 1605, and Q2 g 4 fmts.....4 | MO} H premises were not built until after the war
then sold to the Nelthorpes in 1656. The honorable Mrs Lyon, % e Q’t;r 4107 [ e andihe grant was renewed by the Justices pa3
a descendant of the latter family, sold the entire estate to John am __"3' L o in March 1956. It opened for business on :
Wilson, Esq, during the early nineteenth century. This ancient 4.1'_:‘- 'l”,"“ 4 ,:;é the 5th of September 1956 under its new
mansion house was described as having richly decorated .QQQ".-Q-' s 1 name, The Seacroft Hotel, subsequently
plaster ceilings in its principal rooms on the first floor which e g S ey The New Lion and Lamb. It is now the site
were part of the original seventeenth century design.” / %“f QL __ A A a10m) | of Aldi Supermarket” o
From Seacroft Remembered by Michael Cordey, 1989 'IE?QQ;:?.? {ZL;;? i e Information reprinted by kind permission of ’Jﬁl ﬁ‘&,‘
e F LS14 Trust )
-4:.: . \'-l; l!%_ F;}';? ; e 9_&- q‘,]_l‘; 2841 ™ ."_/ b 1 :B;; i: Pla—e - I-'n-rll.r:rlanil:uﬁ"ﬁ
d_ — A 2 8 8] o 5t
i e = say & 2 o i o
[ & § D . K| A www.seacroftstories.co.uk
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The Seacroft Civic Centre was designed to be the heart of
the estate. It was meant to be equipped with everything that
people would need to live in a modern planned community.

It served the people of Seacroft
for 35 years, before being
replaced by Tesco Extra and
the Seacroft Green Shopping

“..Seacroft will be g satellj
Centre in the year 2000.

with its own Civic Centre g
be a natural attraction in

te town within the City Boundary
nd ancillary services which will

. respect
What would you like to social and cultural activities F;'hce :/';i,ozfg’erggl. ngpplng
i f i e Civic
see at the centre of ;”’” be featured in this Exhibition and residents will ZZZZ/
: o see the la : :
2 yout of the many sho -
the community? the hotels, garages and n, Y sShopping units, the offices,

umerous other featyres”

e .
ousing in Seacroft, City Housing Department, 23 October 1961

The trade wind blows fresh and fair

The trade winds appear to be set fair for the diversity of businesses
that will be represented at the Centre when it is fully occupied.

The Maijority of the 68 shop units have already been let at rentals
which range from £750 upwards a year.

Already represented in the range are furniture, clothing, wallpaper,
sweets, tobacco, shoes, groceries, children’s wear and dry cleaning.

Yorkshire Evening Post, 21 October 1965

Sculpture in the Abstract

Modern sculpture has found its place in the layout of the
Centre. Two pieces chosen for positioning in the shoppin
precincts are both by members of the staff of the Leeds
College of Art, Mr Glynn Williams and Mr David Seeger.

Mr Williams has designed three separate abstracts from
Portland stone which have been placed in the centre of the
shopping areq, adjacent to q tree-filled sunken

A youth centre that
has everything

N
1]
[IT1

' ornamental
garden in Queen’s Court. :

The second piece of abstract sculpture, by Mr Seeger, is

a 16ft high polished concrete column standin
t the h
of Queen’s Parade. Uilelig:

Yorkshire Evening Post, 21 October 1965
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Well over 1,000 boys and girls of the
Seacroft Estate are members of what has been
described as “one of the finest youth clubs in
the country.”

It is Seacroft Civic Youth Club — a modern
building designed into the Town Centre and
built and equipped at a cost of over £70,000.

Yorkshire Evening Post, 21 October 1965

“Now whenever | visit the new Seacroft Centr;,h v::;crztl
is so heavily Tesco dominated, | remgmber wi iy

’,5) 4 wonderful the 'old’ Seacroft Civic Centre wc;ls vr\,/0 :
itov://vas first built. Up until then, we QnIthac; ssr-;;c‘tN ns p
and supermarkets and had to go into :dn't ]
Centre or Cross Gates if the local shops

what we needed.”

From Celebrating Seacroft

jety 2011
© Seacroft Community Literature (and Art) Society

www.seacroftstories.co.uk



When the new estate was built, Seacroft was seen as an ideal place to

live — a place outside of the dirty and polluted city, full of fresh, clean air
and equipped with all the latest amenities. The houses were modern and
luxurious compared to the cramped terraces and back-to-backs that many
people had left behind. The advert in the photo suggests the kind of place
that it was designed to be.

Over the years the estate has grown and changed in lots of ways. Some of
these changes have been for the better and some of them have perhaps
made things more difficult.

Is Seacroft still an ideal place to live?
Would you recommend the area to others?

¥
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THE WONDER HOUJSES

Photo: Lizzie Coombes




- [EJ seAcrOFT IN THE PRESS 4

21 November 1959

These headlines are adapted from a What story would you like to see

range of local newspapers published written about Seacroft?
between 1959 and 2018.

NEW LEEDS FLAT DWELLER SAYS ‘IT'S A DREAM’

What is it like to live near the top of one of the new Leeds 10 storey blocks of flats?

26 May 1965

22 August 1960 Civic Centre bowl opens tomorrow

TW O D AY S T 0 S AV E T H E The opening of the Universal Te

of Leeds tomorrow evening provides

BEECHES OF SEACROFT

The woodman has spared three Seacroft trees. But 3 March 1970

npin Bowl at Seacroft Civic Centre by the Lord Mayor

the centre with its first entertainment unit.

ly until Wednesday, unless the Tree P ti '
Soctetycan fnd st minute groups or aeprive. A GONGRETE HEART THAT ONLY JUST BEATS
Seacroft is a community that bites the hand that feeds it. Here community associations
4 April 1977 struggle to keep their heads above water in a sea of apathy.

Woolie’s closure: call for action

Traders demanding improvements to Seacroft shopping centre greeted news

of the closure of the centre’s Woolworth’s as further proof that drastic action is
needed to make the complex viable.

30 October 1989

‘GHOST CENTRE FEARS OVER £75M REVAMP

Anxious traders are facing a week of delicate negotiations with Leeds
councillors over the future of Seacroft Shopping Centre.

31 July 1990 29 July 1992

26 February 1985

Local people fight big
hotel extension

Local people strongly opposed an application
by the Stakis Organisation to build a two-storey
extension to the Windmill Hotel, York Road,

planners heard yesterday.

City newts get CREDIT UNION TO AID NEEDY FAMILIES
purpose'built home A Credit Union has been launched to help the needy people of Seacroft in east Leeds.

Residents of a wildlife sanctuary in the heart of Seacroft
have been provided with purpose-built homes as part of

. 8 November 2002

a major business development of the area.

SPACE-AGE SHOPPING CARTS SLAM

o BRAKES ON TEENAGE THIEVES
INSPECTOR,S CALL .DON-T LET LOAN SHARKS BENEF'T' Teenage tearaways on a Leeds estate looking to swipe trolleys

The man in charge of policing in Seacroft has urged cash strapped residents to from their local supermarket are being stopped in their tracks

resist the advances of loan sharks as benefit cuts bite.

1 November 2013

by new hi-tech sensors fitted to hundreds of trolleys at Tesco’s.
The Seacroft Store is fed up with them going missing.

NEW £5M CARE VILLAGE IS WELCOMED BY RESIDENTS

Residents have welcomed a multi-million pound care village in east Leeds, which opens to the public this weekend.

2 November 2018

Police hunt for yobs on bikes

Police were called to deal with around 50 youths on motorbikes who were
riding dangerously through Seacroft on Halloween night.

27 November 2018

HEADS TOGETHER FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

Leeds Community Foundation is a grant-giving charity that invests in Ilocal |communn(;y
organisations. Thanks to a grant awarded, Chapel FM in East Leeds is able to run

six-month broadcasting course for local young people.

13 May 2016

GO-AHEAD
FOR HOSPITAL
HOMES PLAN

Plans for 500 homes in the grounds of a
historic Leeds hospital have been given
the go-ahead by councillors at the third
time of asking.

www.seacroftstories.co.uk




IEY A SEACROFT COAT OF ARMS

A coat of arms is a colourful logo that knights had on
their shields. It was worn in battle, and dates back to the A version of the Leeds coat of arms can be seen
1100s. Families, organisations, schools and towns can in Leeds City Council’s logo. It features a fleece
also have their own coat of arms. The shape is traditional, in the middle - a symbol of the wool industry.
but the elements are personal, expressing something
about the person or place, for example history and values.
The motto at the bottom is often in Latin.

We have suggested a coat of arms for Seacroft,
with some images you might recognise = and
we made up a motto! What would your Seacroft
coat of arms look like?

The Wilson Family coat of arms on the
east wall of Seacroft Grange Care Home.
It features a wolf’s head and three paws.

The red kite (Milvus milvus) was hunted to near-extinction in Britain, with only
.-*"ahandful of breeding pairs remaining in South Wales. From the late 1980s the

species was deliberately reintroduced, and in 1999 they were released on the
Harewood Estate. The birds thrived and there is now a self-sustaining population
in the area. They can often be seen swooping and hovering over Seacroft.
The curving metal gates -, ..'.
are boundary markers
along the Wykebeck Way - '

a green corridor that runs
from Roundhay Park to
Temple Newsam. Several
sections run along and
through the Seacroft area.

Although it is home to
thousands of people,
Seacroft also has plenty
of green space and
trees. It is surrounded by
woods, fields and parks.
These include Fearnville
Fields, Wykeback
Woods, Ramshead
Woods, Primrose Valley
LNR, Arthur’s Rein and
Roundhay Park.

Seacroft Hospital was built
in the grounds of the former
Manston Hall in 1893. Originally
a tented smallpox hospital, it
was extended in 1898 to take in
patients suffering from scarlet
fever. The current building was
opened in 1904 as a permanent
hospital for scarlet fever,
diphtheria and eutric fever.
The redbrick clock tower held
water for the site and also for
Killingbeck Hospital which was
situated nearby.

The swords represent three
occasions when violence came

to the Seacroft area: The Battle of
Winwaed in 655AD, The Harrying
of the North in the years following
the Norman Conquest in 1066,
and The Battle of Seacroft Moor in
1643, during the English Civil War.

Cricket was often played

in Seacroft in the 19th and
20th Centuries and the sport
lent its name to the pub on
the village green.

We've decorated our coat of arms with colours we felt were " The Latin motto translates as ‘Tesco forever’.
evocative of the Seacroft landscape. They represent the blue of the

open skies, the green of the fields, the red of the bricks and the beige

of the concrete from which the local housing estates are formed.

www.seacroftstories.co.uk



