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Background #7215 5t

Broad interest in how Chinese villagers understand illness and its relation
with pollution, how they cope with both, and what they have done, if
anythlng, as individuals and as a community i 7T 3% Eﬁ% Tﬁq:EF' [ A5
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Literature often assumes citizens oppose pollution and the real obstacle is
their limited ab|I|ty to participate in the political process PA4F ik i & A
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But citizens do not always oppose pollutionfE A} [ F-HF 5L & [ A5 e
Complex relationship between perceBtlons of threats and W|II|ngness and

ability to take action against it X7 XU AR AT 3N B =8 NS+ fie
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Under what circumstances do citizens unite to oppose pollution, how do
they act, what are their aims and how do they shift over time depending
on their changing understandlng of the problem and on the effects of

their actions?# 54, 1EAT4 fﬁﬁ?kﬂ] PGk R Prig e, T2
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Key elements in processes of naming, blaming
and claiming il £ H )< 2 25 (van Rooij 2010)

the texture of the community and its relative unity,#1: [X 2514 )2
HEBEIER

citizens’ ability to identify a clear enemy,
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the extent to which they feel they share a problem and are all
victims to a similar degree,
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the presence of charismatic leaders and their ability to attract
attention,
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the presence and frequency of tests on local pollution and
engagement with outside experts.
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Fieldsites and methodology
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* Research in sites where relationship pollution-
iliness relatively uncontestable
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* Research in two sites as part of two separate
orojectstif 7T 77 AAE P~ H 4t X
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* Informal interviews and participant

observation — avoid leading questions and
mention of pollution
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Tacun caselz ff Z 4

Complaint in early 1980s that Linchang dumps its waste water
in the local irrigation system, petition by village officials and
villagers presented to township govt, but rejected
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abandoning a language of “caring about the community ” in

favour of more tangible goals (high tax revenue, land rental
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keeJEoring problems local benefits all 7& =l B FEf# DL ] L (AN
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Industry and pollution become part of a new lifescape
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Benefits are unevenzly spread — exacerbating community

divisions WA 7t 73 FiC A~ 32 7 -5 4544 X 29~ Ak I el




British Academy funded fieldwork in Fengcun,
lead and zinc mine, Hunan (2010)75 55 4 4¢0
40 km from county town, poor region, former
SOE mine, local and outside mining operations,

lead contamination of soil and water =%
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Limited benefits and confrontations in
Fengcun F4): AR5 X1

Critical of the mine becauseXJ KA BEATHE A K N
— It denied villagers full benefits from mining’ &% A iL T A M K52 4

— E/rjmtal\lﬁd land loss without adequate compensation + 1152 4 1] V& A 15 2| 78 77
£

— Pollution i k75 Y&
Violent confrontations — at first locals not allowed to mine, villagers
fought the mine and were allowed to mine since the mid 1980s but had to
sell to the SOE, so fights continued, tensions with mine workers, mine
refused to employ locals (fear they would go back and steal minerals),
after SOE was contracted in 1994 villagers more strongly opposed to

selling to the mine J XX HT-fe #] S SBEURF A TC VRS IO, A EQREAT
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Benefits to V|Ilagers uneven and often short-lived, but prevalent tension
still with the mine (not among villa ers — overall united community,
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Redress in Fengcun

Petitions to ask for compensation for fields affected and recurrent petitions against
pollution (Li Fang, consulted doctor and teacher, ‘cared for the common people’),
which attracted attention of the provincial EPB which tested the water but did not
disclose resultsil ZNFIEYEER FT22, NAEMAME Vi, NsY R E FUi (LiFang, 5
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Recurrent tests and petitions reinforced villagers’ awareness of the stakes involved
and threats faced, tests in themselves seen as evidence of pollution x E {5l 5 F 15
sl 1A B XS SR, Al TR R RS R T G e b

But still limited outcomefH 25 LA [R

In 2008 mining stopped because of tighter regulations and lower price of lead —
awareness of the harm of mining increased as locals are left without a means of
livelihood 2008%F, HITBURE . FEA VA4, 7V 5 FI-A RO AT G 2 i £
HIRE s, (HEIRA RIS S, MERKRA 7AETRIE
After decades of relatively unsuccessful attempts locals feel a sense of resignation,
divisions are increasing & J LT X RIS 12 J5, S NIRRT AS, #HX
—ak
Chaotic, individualised, uncoordinated attempts to tackle water provision — pipes
everywhere, water sources not tested, possible waste of resources
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Comparing Tacun and Fengcun
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Both formerly agricultural DL B #1572 A MV 4 [X
Both attracted outsiders to work
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Comparable severity of pollution (poison)
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Both former SOE J5 K #f & [E & Al

BUT extent to which villagers are confident
about pollution’s effects and complain about
them differs starkly 4 B X775 4452 M (R 45 A%
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Two contexts onhe conclusion
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Fengcun militant, united, recurrent petitions and violent f|ghts skilled petitioner vs
Tacun divided and caught in a compensation tra}3$7ﬁﬁ?£ﬁ\ gi—. B LFiUiERT
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Different benefits: AN [F] 52 7 15 L.
— Tacun: high (work) — low (pollution no work) — high (compensation)
Bkt | (B R LRHUR IR AR G5B T/E) -5 CRME)
— Fen%cun low (no work) — high (allowed to mine) — low (mines closed and fields still polluted)

K e TE) -m (R K (BHRRMA, T sz Gy

In Fengcun all elements were in place (community cohesion, clear ‘enemy’, limited benefits, threat
to livelihood, skilled petitioner, recurrent tests) for citizens to play a strong role, but capaglj_ yis
an obstacle (and used as a justification for doing nothing) ﬁiﬁ A ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁzj}

WER GEXREGFEE, Jif HinWith. 2mfh ﬁ%m B0 LY
, %”E&)”J) , j H ﬁaﬁxe[ﬁﬂb%lf%? (PIIE T £4Jr/ W ARD

In both cases (to different degrees and with different timelines) resignation and sense
of lack of entitlement to clean environment fEP/NZEHIH,  (AFEFEREE . A
ANFED B T g, SR b TE - AR

Consequently in both cases, citizens’ role is limited (a hard thing for anthropologlsts

to admit) 2k HL, 5081 35 25 AN F 1 A (52 T (lXXT?FA SR RVARMEN A
Citizens can play an important role environmental protection but only MERRAEET
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— when they have little to lose (economically), 2fiifi] (Z5F ) Fid

— against plans for polluting industries, X7 5775 4Lk 4711 K

— where there is capacity to respond to demands 4R G J1 55 75 SR AR [B] B
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