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THE INSTANT COMMUNITY INFDRMATION SERVICE

The follcwing is the result of an even-

ing rap with Mike Sparrow: unfortunately our amus-

ing little tapc recorder refused to pick up any

sound we made so with a superhuman effort of

memory we hope to have cncapsulated the main noints

of the interview........
: rat

At a time.of even larger, more remote administive

areas in local government it is refreshing to

find an information service which liue .somewherec

between the bland sterilitv of mass media and the

mystifyineg gadgetry of individual SDI and tail-

cored abstracts. "Breakthrough" is.a unique: weekly

prognammc broadeast by BBC Radio TLondon which

hopes to provide instant information at the service

of the community, maintaining somc clement indiv-

iduality end: partlcioatinn It reaches an audi-

ence of about two million, can he received ps

far away as Brighton and Blrmlnvham (on 94.9.°

VHF) and boasts John Peel's  legendary "Perfnmed

Garden" on the original pirate Radio London as a

precursor,

Mike Sparrow, who has the awesome tqsk of
producing and presenting the unbroken two hour -
programme, fol?owod his Cambridge English/History
degrec with a short spell in r’eef Street,
working on the now=defunct "Wirrcrcolor" mangine,
then on to_local ¢adio. It is in local radio
that he sees hope for restoring a sense of
identity both within the community and between it
and its purvyors of entertainment and information.

"Brakthrough" started 1life with the birth of
Radio London itself in Autumn, 1970 and scems in
its early days to have been {:hc Beeb's sop to
to young- ncopic, consisting very much of youth
clubs and boys' brigades. The programme developed
in the hands of Steve Bradshaw, Mike Sparrow and
Richard Williams and gradually music, entered the
scene., Now an essential element of "Breakthrough"
occupying ahout 607 of the air-time, Mike sees
the rock content and admirable interviews mvith,
people in music as complementing ther information
side to reflect youth culture (intrinsically
recegnising drug influences, sexual freedom and-
other outrages). We asked him whether the
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rock music -might not alienate some potential list-
eners to whom the information might be -just as
valuiable, however, judging by the tremendous feed-
back in the form. of letters and phone-calls, he
thinksthis is not the éase. Indced the music

can be ;seen as a sort of bait to attract the teeny
bopper:- audience who might normally avaid subjects
like squatting and community action.

Obviously "Breakthrough" remains a youth-orientated
service, but its contents are fregently of much
wider interest. Incidentally an established
extension of the call-in type of show vrovides
broader advisory and referral services for list-
eners with any sort of problem or just for those
who want a good argument. The Radio.London proto-
type, now run by Dave Simmonds, meets such rivals
as €apital Radio's nightly "Oven Line" with

Al=p Hargreaves where, besides speci2’. guests,

a card index of orgonisations can be instantly
consulted to advise 3 listener as to further

lines of enquiry.

In its ealier forms "Breakthrough" contsained
brief news items which are now cryst=llised into
"The Alternative London News" spot each wcek.
This was originally handled on a regular basis

by BIT (see LAR 74(6) Jure, 1972: pp 99-100)
until »n unfortunate rift occurred 1-st ve-r.
Following a number of guest editorships by groups
such as the Clapham "People's News" and the -
impressive London Black Information Centre, Jenny
Lacey, a free-lance reporter with many useful
contacts in the u/g, now complies the news.

Besides the "Alternative London News" there is
also a full "What's On" coverage of local evenisg
gigs and festivals, plus interviews with people
involved is 0.S.C.:A. (Organisation for Student
Community Action), C.A.R.0. (for pot legalisation),
the Diggers, student unions, CLAP (Community Levy
for Alternative Projects), "Spotlight" (who pro-
vide help and crash accommodation for young
people in London with nowhere to stay) and many
other organisations. (Mike has unconfirmed plans
for "breakthroughs" devoted to a single subject
such as squatting, feminism or gay 1ib - Gay
Liberation has already produced its own "Platform"
discussion programme for the station. »
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Community radio, if such a thing exists, compares
favourably to the librarian's customary concern:
printed matter,. especially small circulation -
ephemera, local newsletters and journals. The
obvious advantage of radio is its immedizcy and
because of the encouragement of participation by
Radio London, corrections can be made to outdated
items on the air, events can be inserted =2nd
details repeated for listeners who may have missed
them, all by a simple phone call to the studio.

In a2 recent programme listeners were invited to
phone in and vote which of the tracks on Dylan's
new live album they would prefer to hear on the
air,

Receiving information in this way of necessity
runs alongside Yike's own monitoring of a2ll the
printed sources he can lay his hands on: "Spare: 5
Rib","P.R. S. Bulletin”", "Gay News", *Time Out",

"Bitman", "Rolling Stone", the newly-rejuvenated

"IT" and any other community orientated pamphlets-

that get sent it, 2nd close relations with BIT are

ma2intained through Jenny Lacey. The disadvantages

of time-lag in publication a2re thereby completey avoided
avoided whilst such sources are utilised to max-

imum advantage. The listener merely has to turn

a knob to receive up-to-the-minute information

and there are no subscription expenses. (If

librarians start taking arn interest in the radio

medium, as they surely should, maybe there'll soon

be a vacant post for zn information officer at

the "Breakthrough"studio??2?) : :

Problems dc arise,: however, in the =2rea covered by
Radio London. Whilst this is the model held up to
other local stations in BBC terms, the sheer size
of London and environs presents problems not only
in getting to know of 211 that is going on, but may
21so cause barriers to a2 true community function
for radio: Here, of course, the libr:ry should
win <.t with itc serson-to-v:-rcon contzct. True
"loc=2l1l" radio ocught to be run on a smz2ller scale.
We asked Mike if there was not a need throughout
the country for the kind of service and link
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"Breakthrough" provides; he agreed and quoted
areas ‘'such as Liverpool and York where -people are
working within the local radio framework along
similar lines.. .

A point that has always 1ntr1gued us is the ex-

-tent ‘to which Auhtie exercises control over such

3 programmed, and it seems that what Mike judges
to be the apparent liberality of that corporation
many smaller, especially left-wing, groups are
reluctant to avail themselves of air-time when ;
offered it, because they are suspicious of the
mass —medla. Mike appears to stand between est-
ablishment and radical elements, trying with some
success to bring them together. There is rno
censorship' of "material before it is broadcast and
he has full control over the programme. Whilst
the ‘damger of »buscof such undoubted power by one
person unchecked can be envisaged, Mike is very
conscious of' the large numbers of people listening
critically e=ch:week. He wants the programme to
be the people's, not his or the BBC's.  0.¥X., corny
maybe, but an intriguing notion 211 the same.
The future for "breakthrough®, now well-gstablished
in Southern England, seems to bode ‘that its steady
improvement in recent years will contintie. Mike
télls us that no.matter how he feels on” Monday
nights thes programme is a gas to do and two hours
never passed so.quickly, this is surely so for
regular listeners too. -Perhpas its success will~
encourdsge further.moves elsewhere towards the
realisation of the instant community information
gervicer; i o

Borin Van Loon and R. §1lcker
You Scratch My Back Dept. It had to happen. One’
would suppose that when two degenerates from the
very mixéd bunch comically c#11ling themselves the
LfSC Conference Coldiective appeared on 3 certain
local radio programme at 8.40 pm on Monday,20th Jan.
the resulting bouillbase of idealistic naivetee =nd
bland, unsupported assertion, tempered with not 2
little incoherent mesndering might reveal such peo-
ple in their tru light, It was so. The liberal
sprinkling of pretentious epithets convinces us, as
if we needed convincing, that the laughable juven-
ilia who make up this body of neople can bediscounted
out of hond, 7 hWereby digsocidte myec1lf “rom my
e o-tripping co-~uthor in the foregoing piece and
from that or sny other v2in attempt of my own to
inject a serious professional appronch into the
contents of this trivial journal. R. Slicker.
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DECADENCE, DECLINE AND THE DEATH OF ROCK'N'ROLL

We live in strange times. Ten years ago some of us were
still able to believe in snmmething that resembleda Whig view
of history. Things were getting better and would continue to
du so for the forseeable future., In 1975 it is hard to
imagine how things could get much worse. War, economic
collapse and starvation, we are told, loom around the corner.
These have been facts of life for the ngority of the world's
population for time immemorial, but in“cushioned Europe we
have evaded them for a considerable period.

Contemporary popular culture is particularly barren.
Nostalgia and imitation are the perameters of current taste.
The ersatz and the kitsch reign supreme, whilst we, the
cognoscenti, giggle gleefully as we lidnize the transparently
bad. Lacking the imagination, the energy &f the insight to
create something of our own, we take malicibus delight in
parodying the. outrageously rotten products of an earlier
generation. We only succeed in displaying the bankruptgy of
our own ideas. Nostalgia and decadence are the twin hallmarks
of a dying culture, combining the clashing but complementary
sentiments of uncritical remembrance and conscious mockery.

Nec-classical and renaissance artists used the past to
energise and inspire their own creations; revoluticnary
changes in art stem frem the recognition of the best of
former periods and the rejection of the worst. We exaggerate
and parody the worst because we have nothing better to offer.
In that we 'de this knowingly, we stand condemned. 4t least it
can be said of writers such as Hemingway, Burroughs and Mailer
that they lived on the outer fringes of edge city. We don't
have the courage to do that. We broach ne new ground. We take
no risks. We embrace the worst - the grotesque and the shoddy-
because we dare not strive for the best. We are afraid to fail.

Some critics would argue that this distortion has occured
only at the teeny bop end of the market. idam Faith-and Cliff
Eichard have been replace by Gary Glitter and David Bowie..
David Cassidy and The Osmonds maintain the tradition of whole-
someness and asexual sexuality. It is hard to say which is
worse - a ghoulish cock rock that makes the late Jim Morrison
seem positively naive or the repressioen of instinct evident
in Richard and Cassidy. The cutesiness of the Osmonds dces
not bear thinking about.

Rock'N'Roll Madness comic said it all in the strip where
the bi-sexual, high drag rcck star threatens tc stomp a faggot
because the latter-takes his act seriously. YWe ought,here,to
ask how far the kids take it seriously. Most English audiences
regard Jagger's flouwcing with the indulgence of an elder
brother who knows that he is really one of us. And when Alice
Gooper mutildates baby dells, it does not mean that his audience
will go out and do likewise. However, it should be recognised
that the exploraticn of vielence by certain bands is intended



to be exploitative rather than cathartic. The glorification of
violece for its own sake, like the glérification cf arbitary
power and brute force, is essentially fascist. Fantasies of
control and domination need willing'vietims to be fulfilled,
Cultural decadence tends-to be the midwife of fascism,which
although totally corrupt claims to be the dn. force that can
clean up the moral cesspit. As society, tottering like a spinn-
ing top that is losing its velocity, veers gver closer to

to collapse, it is up tc us to pnstulate new values, and new
directions. We have to do it in »ur work, in our art, in

our pelitics and in our lifestyle. The alternatives are

too gruesome té centemplate.

Roger Lewis

Dear John, :

I don't advocate censorship nf pornography but I did think
that John Lindsay's 'objective' test ~f geod sex writing -
that it gives a hard on - rather revealing (LfSC no.6).
Pornography has presumably centributed tc his unthinking
assumption that only men are peeple and capable ~f react-
ing in any way to what they read. One man's hard-on is
often another woman's feeling of disgust and anger.

Yours, Hilary J. Brown, Manchester.

P.S. Sorry I missed the meeting [ was working that weekend.

18T S.W. REG IONAL GROUP MEET ING :
Sexism, Racism, homcsexuality, feminism, media, literature
bias and the.library. SATURDAY 22nd MARCH , Bath

Dehails write or phone Angela Needham, University of Bath,
Claverton Down, Bath, Avon, Bath 6941 ext.580

‘e

Do you knew any gend beeks, articles, pamphlets,etc, whichh
are anti-sexist, feminist, pesitively pcrtray gay people -
especially good fiction. Send bibliographical details and
annctations to Angela Needham, The Library, University of Bath,

- - e i o aada
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Down Below the Librariang - a Juhior's View of

' Library Wank-

: S

After years of office work, (& job in a public
library seemed ' like heaven on) earth, So:-T
started there full of idealis$m last August,
only to find that life with books and librarians
isn't all that sweet. Shelving, tidying, over-
due notices, counter duties, the daily routine
gets boring pretty soon. To avoid paranoia,
you have to forget the public eye watching you,
but some nasty boss comes around to remind you
all the time.

Looking at books - no time for that. Talking

to readers - not permitted, plus you don't

know (so they think) what you are talking about.
"Please ask at the enquiries desk", (if there is
somebody) .

After a while you come to the conclusion that
= they think you are dumb, s6 you act like it,
so they are confirmed in their attitude, so
you get pigsed off and stopﬁd01nﬂ things and

trying altogether.

Once a certain proportion of the junior staff’
has reached that point_.of total incompetence,

the librarian in charge calls us in- to thunder
over our heads, beginning with the memorable
words "Until now you have fitted the time into
the jobs: from now on you'll have to fit the
jobs into the time". Then she continues to

tell us of all the new reform-school regulations
to be introduced to increase efficiency, tea-
breaks.in groups under supervision, time-
schedules for various jobs etc. Any ccmments,
questions?! No, of course not, .everybody is

too stunned. For the next two hours everybody
is doing their daily routine, steaming internally,
but notody says much. Attempts to unionise fail
people are afrsid to lose theiwejobs if they
stand up in opposition. The subversive pla ming
committee at the Wimpy bar at lunchtime is
attended by two - 207 of the Junlor work for"e.
What can you do? -

PeSs I am handing in my resignation this week.
Will anpbody join me in solidarity?

Christine Lemster

7 2T ,":’l . .
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BIAS IN CHILDREN'S. BOOKS - A .LETTER TO SENIOR
CHILDREN"S LIBRARIANS! - -

The letter below was sent out at the beginning
of -December:last year to the senior Children's
L}brarians in-the London area by the groups

listed at the end of the letter. =

Nevember 1974

‘c¢/o 35a Eaton Rise,
Baling Wby o in

Dear -

We, the undermentioned  groups have been looking at
children's books for some time, and in particular at t
their conteht{ Working separately we have all come.to the
same conclusion, that most available children's books,

many of whi®h are rightly considered gocd books, fall down
when it comes to the portrayal of sex roles, and cultural
and racial minorities. This is in additicn to their now
widely rechgnised middle class bias. ~We feel ‘that a con-
certed effort is now required tc encourage a) a wider
distribution of already available books that do not contain
sexist and racist stereotypes, and b) the writing of books
that attempt to give a more realistic portmeyal of medern
society, i.e. a multi racial community in which, wemen,

men and ehildren are accurately portrayed. 7

The questions on racism raised in.'"Books for Children: the
Humelands of Immigrants in Britain", edited by Janet Hill,
has not yet been paralleled by similar woerk from librarians
on sexist and class bias in children's books., In fact

a great deal more work is required by all-cf us, readers, --
writers, publishers and librarians, to combat sexist, racist
and class bias in our children's boocks. .

We are writing to you now to soliggt your support for new
iniatives in this directien. Could we perhaps recommend
that Children's Librarians base their selection of. books on
criteria that -take into account these points?

At a recent London meeting we decided to conrdinate our work
in approaching librarians .and publishers. We would there-
fore weicome an.cpportunity to discuss .these pqQints further
with you and your col™ 2agues. As a first step we are sending
this letter to the Senior Children's Librariang of all the
London Boroughs and hope that you, either separately or
together, will want to pursue this matter further with us,

(signed by): Childrens Rights Workshop (Bcok Project), CISSY,
Children's Beoks Study Group, Leeds “Womens Liberation Lit- -~
erature Collective, Vomen's Education Collective, Education
Collective Kids' Book Group, Librarians for Social Change
Children's Group, Spare Rib"™magazine. -

contd,
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LIST OF SOURCES

In the discussion’. en sexual politics the problem of getting
a ggod list of bocks on a particular subject (gays, women's .
liberation, racism etc.) was brought up. It was agreed that
individual librarians did not have the time or expertise to
choose bocoks in many areas without some sort cof list and
that these were difficult te find. "If you want to prt some
good bocks on the gay question in your library, how do
you find »-ut which are the best to get. If the children's
librarian in your library says she doesn't know where to
get geood bocks on the West Indies,lwherg can you send her?
Tt was decided to eompile a list of all pedple, organizaticns,
places which have general infermation or pessible bébliographies
in the fields of sexual politics, gays, racism, and class bias.
I have agreed to conllect this infermation and make up the
list. Please send me the name of any group or person which
has infemmation in -ne of these areas, the address, and,
ifkpossible, lwhat sort of information they can previde --
a biblicgraphy, someone to speak etc. Once I have a . °
fairly goed list, I'll send |it out. Send all information
to: Anne Peters, 681 High. Raad ,k Tottehham, Londen, N17,
phone = 801 0173. I am alsc compiling a seccnd list cf
people (other than LfSC ) who might be interested in the
first list or should be (i.e. schocl librarians in ILEA),
Any suggestions fer this onc? Send to same address.

. a8 e .

BIRMINGHAM ( and West Midlands if you can make it!)®

LfSC will be 'formed' at a meeting or. Monday, lMarch 10, in
Aston Univ. Union at .30 -- room number tolbe confirmed
in Grapevine. Contact: Victor Anderson - Birmingham Feace
Center(heslso had ‘the literature) or Andrew Coburn -
Birmingham Poly,- Dept. of Librarianship.

. n .
Contd, 'Bias in Children's Bocks!'

A similar letter was sent to the Children's Beook Editcrs of
.the major publishing housex. 5o far we have received a lot
of letters from publishers - and' 221 of them are pcsitive and
sympathetic to the issues raised in the letter. (But do their
books, show this!) Few letters have been received from Senior
Children's Librarians, sc¢ if you arw/ﬂondcn Children's Librarian
have you bern shown this letter and given a chance to express
your views? We'd 1ik&"te hear from you...
Cortd—*thrrommttedt—Rezdert
councils to finance theém once they have got off the
ground. Mest people agreed that ¥+ is necessarv to
be tactful in dealing with committees and others in
authority but that change hoWever slow can only come
about by maintaining constant pressure on thos e in
positions of power.
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WORKSHOP  ON THE UV“OVWITTTD RIADFD

Basicallv two problems were thrown up by this
workshop: firstly, how to attract peovle who are
basically non library users into_ libraries, and
secondly, how far once people have been offrﬂctoi o
—in we should seek to 1n11upnon their chcoice of

eading materials. Most of “he discussion cen-
tered on thefirst of these dilemmas. A1l of us
were agreed that libraries don't do as much as
they could/should to make people aware of the
gerviees they do provide. Among possible ways of
overcoming this were: advertising in the local
press, or, as this is expénsive,; better still to
persuade them to do a feature-on you for nothing
(one enterprif&ing librarian fromCheshire had done
this); wusing local radio; and establishing con-
tact with local community groups. :

The last point provided a fruitful topic for
discussion and most peophe agreed that if libra-
ries:are to be useful and relevant sources of in-
formation, they must create a. two-way feedback,
with community groups providing as well as re-
ceiving information. "Another point raised was
the question of bookstock and its effective dis-
play. Most of us agreed that libraries could
attract a wider readership if they. stocked more
paperbacks, and the attractive displays in book-
shops were contrasted with the 971Pkt1v forbidding
atmosphere of-many. public libraries

One interesting idea put forward was that
there is no need really to keep the books inside
the library. 'Why shouldn't we make a small se-
lection of books available in doctors' waiting
rooms, old peeples' homes, swimming baths, or
even in pubs? Some of those in the gréup had >~
tried this with success, apparently. Two-of
the group work in Lambeth and ‘were able to tell
us what could be achieved by effective cooperation
between-the libraries department and the arts and
entertainments department,

It was also sugges*ted that it might be a more
effective use of . resources to open more small shop-
front branchesrather than pouring money into im-
pressive cathédral 11ke etntrhahirdibraries.

Finally of course we had to return to the more
mundane problems of how we individuals can best bring
about such changes when faced with library hier-
archies and committees and the problem of limited
finance, One |way suggested was to try to start

projects with community grouns ?nd %o Dogsuado 10)
continued on p.
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People interested in Sexual Politics

Jeannette Daley: Lancaster University Library.
Baitrigg, Lancaster.

Sheila Smith: Bushbury Library, Probert Rd,
Wolverhampton.

Hilary Brown: Manehester Businq@: School
Library, Manchester 15.

Margot Lindsay: 79 Brcoke Rd, London N16 T7RD.

Susannah Simons: City Univ Library, St John St
* London EC1.

Anne Peters: 681 High Rd., L.ondon N17.
Clare Jeffery: Dorset CountyLibrary, Dorchester
Angela Needham: Library, Univ of Bath.
Richard Wallace-Tarry, 19 01d Ford Rd, London

_ E2 9PJ
David :Ricketts; 29 TLymbank Rd. Liverpool 18,

Terry Spcncer: 3, Wellington Rd, Altringham,
Cheshire.

Anne Davies; 1A Holywell Rd, Adbergavenny, . ..
. Gwent.

Anne Clark: 3, Hamilton Pk, Highbury. !

Chrissy Allott; 143, Highbury New Pk. N5.

Vicki Scarlett; 188s. Baker St, Enfield, Wigg%e~

Barbara Guthric: 73 S%arfield Rd, London W12.
Lesley Reid; 4, Lingards Rd, T.ondon SE13% 6DH.
Ray Billington; 161 Brays Rd, Birmingham BR26 2

H.A. Fernworth; €9 Carlton Road, London. . N7.

Y )i
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Discussion group .- children's honks

tre librorians aware of the content of/children's
books? Is there some way that librarians can be

made more aware of the impact of bonks on attitudes
to sex and race, for example?

It seems very clear that librarians should take »
positive stand against bonks such as the Yacdonald
Starters countries series which promote racist and
nationalistic stereotypes. Children's book reviewers
can also have a positive role to play, though so many
take an academic, purist view.

This is summed up by the attitude taken by many
librarians to board books, comics prmms, toilets -
accessibility and the awareness of children's needs
come very low on their list of priorities., This gort
of provision, coupled with the existof librarians
from their buildings will hopefully lead to a service
for all sections of the community.

Discussion group - schoc¢l libraries

Beople in this group fcund there were many commen preblems and
théught it/would bte a gocd idea fAr-sthocl librarians to get
together more often te discuss what geos on in their schoels,

What we may Bee asycur rele in school is not sc easy te carry
out in practice. The schocl librariin may recognise his-potentiail
as an instrument for sccial change but if he werks in isolation,
he's easily:put down.: Personality's half the battle.

« If you're interested in what's happening to schkool librarics/
resource centres, especially in Lendon, 2and would like te meet up
with others tc discuss ways of improving cur job efféctiveness,
please contact: ;

ROSEMARY FOOKS,

WALWORTH SCHOCL,

SHORNCLIFFE ROAD,SE1,  (%el. 703 7624)
P irst meeting is planned for 7th April at South Hackney
ARSY (11.00 a.m.) _

Recent ad in Guardian:

““HEAD <ATALoCUER WANTED
FoR NEW GuinEA. APPLY.. »

: (NO WIDDIN'/\
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A DEFENCE OF THE COVER

(by Bill,the Gnome of “owwicr and
Borin, the Pixie. of Tooting)

During the first day of the conference we we re
asked to produce a cover for No.8 by the editor
Being of-gsound minds,we then proceeded to il-
lustrate the concept of the stereotype in 1lib-
rarianship,using the exquisite corpse technique.
By this method,one person secretly draws a2 head,
the next person 2dds a torso with the head hidden,
and so on. ¢
Although we both knew the concept of the cover,
the actual method of illustration of it was nct
decided on,and the product remains the composite
of our separate subconsciousnesses. In jhe same
way this "defence" has been written using alter-
natively enscribed meanderings. Anwway, back to
the images. These reprcsent ‘to us how the gen-
eral public sees a librarian and a member of Lfsc,
The fact that, upon being shown round by Mr.
Noyce, certain comments were made such as "the
Lfsc picture makes no reference to the involve-
ment of women in it" seems to us surprising. This
is in fact the very point that we are trying to
‘make. The general public still sees the lidbrarian
ag an ageing spinster and the radical as 'being
long-haired, dirty, and male. So, were we being
that obscure? Surely, the conference is about
Breaking down artificial warriers and stereotypes.
And please don't get hung up on the cover--read
the contents and reslly see what the conference’
- is abou
[ ]

EDUCATION FOR- LIBRARTANSHIP

The one thing that comes out of comparing 1li-
brary school courses is...they're sll honelessly
out of sync with the society they're working in,
True, some of them have grcaf bases and ?roqt ideas
for relating librarianship to cverything else. But
particularly in polytechnics, there are problems of
teaching staff both in librarianship and in sub-
sidiary subjects.

In librarianship, the lecturere are too tied to
the o0ld L.A. courses and the style of'"school"
teaching which accompaniéd it. This is noticed
‘particularly by postgrads who come from university

. 1'ectures, But even B.A. students straight: from
“ school are findine many lectures a sheer waste of
time. ; . ‘

In subsidiaries, the problem ig that legturers
from other departments are accused of fobhiwg off
Library students with"tourist" material or verba-

_tim readings from standard texts. e

To thig writer, the problems are bound up wikh
the binasry svstbm'bf education, but =1lso, the num-
ber of (B.A, especially) students who think of
librarianship 28 an academic nrofession “nd who are
pandered to by overambitions lecturgrs =nd coursges.



