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NMC ‘Future Midwife’

New NMC Midwifery Standards for Proficiency and Pre-
registration Midwifery programmes, both published 
November 2019
The proficiency standards specify the knowledge, 
understanding and skills that midwives must 
demonstrate at the point of qualification. The standards 
for pre-registration midwifery programmes set out 
underpinning requirements.
https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/st
andards/standards-of-proficiency-for-midwives.pdf

https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/standards/standards-of-proficiency-for-midwives.pdf




NMC Standards for Student 
Supervision & Assessment

New standard replaces 
previous system of 
mentors / sign-off mentors
Three key roles: 
• Practice Supervisor (PS)
• Practice Assessor (PA)
• Academic Assessor (AA)



The new NMC 
standards for 
student 
supervision 
and 
assessment 
(SSSA) 

• No longer mentors/sign-off mentors
• Practice Supervisors (PS) – work with students on 

shift by shift basis. Can be any registered health or 
social care practitioner. No NMC stipulation for 
continuity, but for development and PS satisfaction 
continuity still preferable

• Practice Assessors (PA) – a registered midwife with 
some preparation of student assessment. (equates 
to sign-off mentor). The PA does not work with their 
nominated students. They oversee progress by 
reviewing evidence and in collaboration with 
Practice Supervisors. Responsible for summative 
assessment

• Academic Assessors (AA) support the   student,   
the   PS and the PA
• https://youtu.be/AFeV4lzEf68

https://youtu.be/AFeV4lzEf68


2020-2021

• Sep 2018 Cohort will commence their final year PAD/ROME for their 
skills and competencies. They will continue to be graded in practice as 
this is the pathway these students are already on
• Sep 2019 Cohort will transition to the new national MORA (Midwifery 

Ongoing Record of Achievement) 
• Sep 2020 will join clinical practice area from January 2021 and use the 

MORA
• The MORA is a single document that spans all three years of clinical 

practice assessments. Students will no longer be graded in practice



Practice Supervisor (PS)
• Supports learning in line with their scope of practice to 

enable the student to meet their proficiencies and 
programme outcomes
• Supports and supervises students, providing feedback on 

their progress towards, and achievement of, proficiencies 
and skills
• Has current knowledge and experience of the area in which 

they are providing support, supervision and feedback and
• Receives ongoing support to participate in the practice 

learning of students
• Formerly associated to being a mentor – can be from other 

professions.



Practice Assessor (PA)

• Practice assessors conduct assessments to confirm 
student achievement of proficiencies and 
programme outcomes for practice learning
• Assessment decisions by practice assessors are 

informed by feedback from practice supervisors
• Practice assessors make and record objective, 

evidenced-based assessments on conduct, 
proficiency and achievement, drawing on student 
records, direct observations, student self-
reflection, and other resources

• Formally associated to being a sign off mentor



Academic Assessor (AA)
• Academic assessors collate and confirm student achievement of proficiencies and 

programme outcomes in the academic environment for each part of the 

programme

• The nominated academic assessor works in partnership with a nominated 

practice assessor to evaluate and recommend the student for progression for 

each part of the programme, in line with programme standards and local and 

national policies

• Academic assessors understands the student’s learning and achievement in 

practice

• Communication and collaboration between academic and practice assessors is 

scheduled for relevant points in programme structure and student progression



No Grading in Practice…

Pass / Fail Only

20 credits in year 1
40 credits in year 2 & 3

One book to last 3 years 





Student completes practice episode records (PER) 
signed by Practice Supervisor













Support…..

Copies of the MORA in each 
clinical area

FAQ’s sent to all Midwives 
annual updates

Self - Declaration of knowledge
Access to generic online learning 

Summer Road show…
Named AA for support…


